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Topic : Free Movement Regime ( FMR )

Relevance : GS Paper 2 International Relations
Source : The Hindu

Context :

The Free Mouvement Regime (FMR) between
India and Myanmar has been a long-standing
arrangement allowing cross-border
movement of people with familial, ethnic, and
economic ties. Howeuver, recent developments,
particularly the ethnic conflict in Manipur and
concerns over security and illegal activities,
have led to debates on whether the FMR
should be abolished. This document explores
the FMR in detail, its significance to India, and
the broader India-Myanmar relations.

Should the free movement regime between India and Myanmar remain?

Understanding the Free Movement Regime
(FMR)

The Free Movement Regime (FMR) is an
agreement between India and Myanmar that
allows people living along the border to travel
up to 16 km into each other’s territory without
a visa. Initially, the territorial limit was 40 km
when the FMR was introduced in 1968, but it
was reduced to 16 kmin 2004. The regime was
implemented to accommodate the historical,
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cultural, and ethnic ties of the border
communities.
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Key Features of the FMR:

1. No Visa Requirement: Residents living
within 16 km of the border can travel
across without a visa.

2. Border Pass System: People crossing
the border must carry a border pass
issued by the respective governments.

3. Duration of Stay: The stay is limited to a
certain period, generally around two
weeks.

4. Restricted Activities: While movement
is permitted, employment, land
ownership, and permanent settlement
are restricted under the FMR.

Significance of the FMR to India

1. Ethnic and Cultural Bonds: Many tribes
living along the Indo-Myanmar border,
such as the Nagas, Kukis, and Mizos,
have ancestral and familial ties across
the border. The FMR facilitates cultural
exchanges and maintains their social
fabric.

2. Economic Interactions: Border trade
plays a crucial role in sustaining the
livelihoods of local communities.
People exchange essential goods such
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as rice, vegetables, textiles, and

livestock.
3. Strategic Considerations: India’s Act
East Policy emphasizes greater

connectivity with Southeast Asia, and
the FMR has been a key enabler of
grassroots diplomacy and cross-border
interactions.

4. Security Concerns: The porous border
has also been exploited by insurgent
groups, drug traffickers, and
smugglers. The gouvernment believes
that scrapping the FMR could curb
illegal activities.

6-year-long arrangement ends

Union home minister Amit Shah announced the government's
recommendation to suspend the regime to ensure internal securit

WHAT IS FMR? GOVT'S ACT EAST POLICY
The Free Movement Region The regime was introduced in
allowed people from both sides | 2018 as part of India’s effort s
of the India-Myanmar border to | to boost the region's
travel 16km into each other's economy by encouraging |
territory without a visa, but trade with Southeast

with a border pass valid forone | Asian nations

ear that allowed a stay of up to =
e A SECURITY CONCERNS
Security officials cautioned in
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through Mizoram, Manipur,
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enter India, and to escape
undetected

Challenges and Concerns Regarding the FMR

Security Threats

e The India-Myanmar border has been
used by insurgent groups like NSCN-K,
ULFA, and others to operate freely.

e Smuggling of contraband goods such
as gold, drugs (heroin from the Golden
Triangle), and arms has increased,
affecting India's internal security.

Impact of Ethnic Conflict
e TheManipur ethnic violence in 2023-24
was cited as a key reason for the

decision to scrap the FMR. Former
Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh
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argued that unchecked cross-border
movement was fueling the conflict.

e However, states like Mizoram and
Nagaland opposed this decision, citing
its humanitarian impact on ethnic kin
from Myanmar fleeing conflict.

Fencing the Border: Practical or Not?

e The Indian government has proposed
fencing the 1,653-km border, but
experts believe-it is impractical due to
the difficult terrain, economic costs,
and potential backlash from local
communities.

e Many argue that a better approach
would be to enhance border
management, set up check posts, and
regulate trade rather than completely
scrapping the FMR.

India-Myanmar Relations:

India and Myanmar share deep-rooted
historical and cultural ties, with Buddhism
being a major connecting link. Both countries
were part of the British Empire until Myanmar
(then Burma) separated from British India in
1937.

Political Relations

India has maintained diplomatic relations with
both democratic and military regimes in
Myanmar. Following Myanmar's 2021 military
coup, India has maintained a cautious stance,
balancing its strategic interests while calling
for areturn to democracy.

Economic and Trade Relations

o Bilateral Trade: India-Myanmar trade is
valued at approximately $2 billion. Key
exports from India include
pharmaceuticals, vehicles, and
machinery, while Myanmar exports
pulses, timber, and natural gas.
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o Connectivity Projects: India has been
working on projects such as the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport
Project and the India-Myanmar-
Thailand Trilateral Highway to enhance
regional connectivity.

Security and Strategic Concerns

o Counter-Insurgency Cooperation: India
has worked with Myanmar to curb
insurgent groups operating across the
border.

e Chinese Influence: China’s growing
economic and strategic presence in
Myanmar poses challenges for India.
Beijing has invested heavily in
Myanmar’s infrastructure and military.

Reconsidering the free movement regime

here historical (s betwecn people on cither side of the border?

s THEGIST

The Future of FMR and India-Myanmar
Relations

The Free Movement Regime has played a
crucial role 'in preserving ethnic ties and
facilitating trade, but security concerns and
ethnic conflicts have put its continuation
under scrutiny. While India needs to address
border security and migration concerns, a
complete abolition of the FMR without
alternatives could strain India’s ties with
Myanmar and its own northeastern states.
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A balanced approach—strengthening border
management, formalizing trade, and
engaging with local communities—would be
the best way forward to ensure security while
preserving historical ties with Myanmar. At
the same time, India's broader relationship
with Myanmar remains crucial for its Act East
Policy and regional stability.

Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the - following = statements
regarding the Free Movement Regime (FMR)
between India and Myanmar:

1. The FMR allows people residing within
50 km of the border to travel across
without a visa.

2. The regime was introduced in 1968 to
facilitate movement between ethnically
linked communities.

3. TheFMRisapplicableto all Indian states
sharing a border with Myanmar.

4. The Government of India has officially
scrapped the FMR through a bilateral
agreement with Myanmar.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(A)1and 3 only

(B) 2 only

(C)2and 3 only

(D)1,2,and 4 only

Answer:
Correct Option: (B) 2 only

Explanation:

e Statement 1 is incorrect: The FMR
allows movement within 16 km, not 50
km. Initially, it was 40 km but was
reduced in 2004.

o Statement 2 is correct: The FMR was
introduced in 1968 to support the
movement of ethnic communities
across the India-Myanmar border.
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o Statement 3 is incorrect: The FMR is
applicable only in four Indian states—
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,
and Mizoram—not all Indian states
sharing a border with Myanmar.

o Statement 4 is incorrect: While Union
Home Minister Amit Shah announced
that the FMR would be scrapped, no
official notification or bilateral
agreement has been signed yet.

Mains Model Question

Q. The Free Movement Regime (FMR) between
India and Myanmar has been a longstanding
arrangement  facilitating cross-border
movement for ethnic communities. However,
security concerns and recent conflicts have
led to calls for its abolition. Critically examine
the implications of scrapping the FMR for
India’s security, border communities, and
regional diplomacy.

The Free Mouvement Regime (FMR) was
introduced in 1968 to facilitate travel for
ethnic communities residing along the India-
Myanmar border. It has historically enabled
cross-border trade, preserved familial ties,
and maintained cultural continuity. However,
increasing security threats, ethnic conflicts,
and illegal activities have prompted the Indian
government to consider its abolition.

Myanmar coup
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of “huge irregularities” in November atary polls -~
What we know so far: %
CHIN

INDIA ;

Aung San Suu Kyi Age 75

» The army has declared a

Military takes control,
detains elected leader
Aung San Suu Kyl

2010
Released from house arrest after
ustody | 15yeardetention by the junta
2016
Assumes de facto national
mob leadership in the role of state
communications severely counsellor
restricted across the country
» Army pledges it will hold 4013 S
Yangon fresh elections Leads NLD* to landslide

[
NAYPYIDAW

election victory in the country's
first democratic elections
2020
Troops seized the L-lmd: NLD to second landslide
city hall just ahead victory
of the announcement Feb 1,2021

100 km Arreste

R

THAILAND » All banks closed naticnwide

FP@®

DEL - HYD — B’LORE - PUNE — TPT

From a security perspective, the porous
nature of the border has allowed insurgent
groups, drug traffickers, and arms smugglers
to exploit the FMR. The rise of organized
criminal networks and the inflow of drugs
from the Golden Triangle have posed
significant challenges to India's internal
security. Moreover, the ethnic violence in
Manipur in 2023-24 heightened concerns that
unchecked migration from Myanmar could
further destabilize the region. While scrapping
the FMR may seem like a logical step to curb
these issues, it is unlikely to be a
comprehensive solution without enhanced
border management and surveillance
mechanisms.

For the border communities, abolishing the
FMR ‘could disrupt traditional trade and social
structures. Many tribes, such as the Nagas,
Kukis, and Mizos, have familial ties across the
border, and sudden restrictions could lead to
economic  distress and humanitarian
challenges, particularly for refugees fleeing
Myanmar’s civil conflict.

Diplomatically, India must navigate this issue
carefully. Myanmar is a crucial partner for
India’s Act East Policy, and unilateral
decisions could strain bilateral ties. Instead of
scrapping the FMR entirely, India should focus
on strengthening border infrastructure,
legalizing trade, and engaging local
communities to create a balanced approach
that ensures both security and economic
cooperation.

Topic : The Three-Language Controversy and
NEP 2020

Relevance : GS Paper 2 Polity and Governance
Source : Indian Express
Context :

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a
comprehensive framework that aims to
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overhaul India’s education system,
emphasizing flexibility, inclusivity, and
holistic learning. One of its most contentious
provisions is the implementation of the three-
language formula in schools. This policy has
sparked intense debates across India,
especially in non-Hindi-speaking states, due
to concerns about linguistic imposition,
practicality, and educational effectiveness.

One
Regional
A
Three
Language
Formula

NATIONAL EDUCATION

\ POLICY 2020:
Y SCHOOL EDUCATION
=\ |
NEP 2020
S(HOOI.EDU(ATION/ e
MULTILINGUALISM

The Three-Language Policy:

NEP 2020 proposes that students should learn
three languages, at least two of which must be
native to India. While this formula has existed
in various forms since the 1968 education

DEL - HYD — B’LORE - PUNE — TPT

policy, its reintroduction in NEP 2020 has
revived longstanding linguistic tensions. The
primary concerns include:

1. Hindi Imposition on Non-Hindi States:

o Southern and northeastern states fear
that Hindi will be subtly enforced as the
third language, given its administrative
and political dominance. Tamil Nadu,
which has followed a two-language
policy (Tamil and English) since 1968,
has strongly opposed the provision,
citing concerns - over linguistic
autonomuy.

o Historical / resistance to Hindi
imposition, such as the anti-Hindi
agitations in Tamil Nadu in 1965 and
1986, fuels opposition to this policy.

2. Educational and Cognitive Challenges:

o Surveys like the National Achievement
Survey (NAS) and the Annual State of
Education Report (ASER) reveal that
many students in India struggle with
basic literacy in their first and second
languages. Introducing a third language
may overburden students, leading to
poor proficiency in all three languages.

o The Cambridge Handbook of Third
Language Acquisition states that
learning an additional language is
beneficial only if students have
mastered their first and second
languages. Otherwise, it increases
cognitive load, leads to language
interference, and reduces overall
learning efficiency.

3. Logistical and Financial Hurdles:

o Implementing a third language requires
hiring qualified teachers for multiple
languages, developing new textbooks,
and providing adequate training. This is
particularly difficult in rural schools,
where resources are already stretched.
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o The so-called “choice” of languages is

NO TO HINDI Members of
student organisations
protest against NEP 2020
in Chennai, Feb. 28

also problematic. In a Tamil Nadu
school, if students choose different
third languages  (e.g.,  Telugu,
Malayalam, Hindi, Sanskrit), ensuring
qualified teachers for each language is
impractical. This may result in students
being forced to learn Hindi or Sanskrit
due to availability issues.

WHAT NEP SAYS ON TAMIL NADU’S
THREE LANGUAGES FEARS

3 The three-language formula 3 The three-language
will be implemented while keep- formula of the NEP is
ing in mind the constitutional acovert attempt to
provisions, aspirations of the introduce/ impose Hindi
people, regions and the Union, over Tamil through the
and the need to promote multi- backdoor

lingualism and national unity

% Introduction of com-

3 There will be a greater flex- mon entrance exams for
ibility in the three-language undergraduate
formula, and no language will be admissions will be dis~

3 The three languages learned

d on any stat advantageous to under-
. . privileged students

by children will be the choices 3 The non-negotiable

of g and stud condition of implement-
themselves, so long as atleast ing NEP 2020 in PM SHRI
two of the three languages are schools is also a plan to

native to India impose Hindi

NEP 2020’s language policy contrasts sharply
with international models:

Singapore: Adopted a bilingual model,
making English the primary medium of
instruction while allowing students to
learn their mother tongue as a second
language. This has enhanced global
competitiveness  without linguistic
conflicts.

China, South Korea, and Japan: Focus
primarily on their native language and
English, ensuring students gain
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proficiency in both for domestic and
international opportunities.

o European Countries:  Multilingual
policies exist, but they are often tailored
to specific regional needs rather than
imposing a uniform system nationwide.

While the three-language policy has received
significant attention, NEP 2020 includes
several other critical reforms across different
levels of education:

1. School Education Reforms:

o New 5+3+3+4 Structure:
Replaces the traditional 10+2
system with a more flexible
model:

= Foundational Stage (5
years): Play-based
learning for ages 3-8.

» Preparatory Stage (3
years):  Activity-based
learning for ages 8-11.

= Middle Stage (3 years):
Subject-oriented learning
for ages 11-14.

= Secondary Stage (4
years): Multidisciplinary
learning for ages 14-18.

o Mother Tongue as Medium of
Instruction: Encourages early
education in regional languages,
though implementation varies
across states.

o Reduced Board Exam Pressure:
Introduction of modular exams
to assess conceptual
understanding rather than rote
memorization.

2. Higher Education Reforms:

o Multidisciplinary Approach:
Colleges can offer multiple exit
options—certificates after one
year, diplomas after two,
degrees after three, and honors
degrees after four years.

o National Higher Education
Qualification Framework
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(NHEQF): Aligns Indian
education with global

standards.

Autonomous Universities:
Colleges will be granted more
autonomy based on
accreditation, fostering

innovation and research.

A new chapter

India is on the verge of getting a new education policy after three decades which

will set the pace for a sector that caters to 25%

= 2.7% of GDP is India's
public spending on education

S0,000 higher educational

institutions and over

1.4 million schools are

operational in India

907 universities currently
exist in India. These include
399 state universities, 126
deemed-to-be universities, 48 centra
universities and 334 private universities

Specific and action-oriented
draft that talks about
outcome-driven education

Emphasizes quality of teacher

education

Suggests to make all institutes

comprehensive

teaching-research institutions
Stresses on research, suggests
allowing private institutes to
have access to govt funds

of the country’s population

Nearly 300 mn

students are pursuing
education in India

At least 30% of

students in the 6-14 age
group are in private schools

= $1 01 bnis the value

of the education market
in India in FY19

Draft NEP: A quick look

HRD ministry, ASER 2

018, commerce ministry

[Z7] Integrating pre-school with govt
school system may pose infra
and logistics challenge

D Fee control suggestion in
private schools may face legal

challenges

] Hints at bringing back
management quota

[7] Does not address the tax
treatment of educational

services

X 5+3+3+4 format to replace 10+2 structure

Foundational Stage
3 years of
Anganwadi/pre-
school + 2 years in
primary school In
grades 1-2; both
covering ages 3-8)

Secondary Stage
(Grades 9-121in
two phases, L.e.,
9and 10 In the
first and 11 and
12 In the second,

School

Preparatory Stage covering ages

Grades 3-5, 14-18). Option to

covering ages 8-11): | exit at grade 10 Board
focus on and re-enter ata to
experiential later stage

learning Ingrade 11

Medlum of Instruction till grade 5, and preferably

Middle Stage (Grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14)

School
Assessment:

Changes from 2022-23.
exams In grades 3,5,
and 8 to test basic learning
outcomes and come witha
360 degree progress card.

exams for 10 and 12
be made ‘easler’
and test core

competencies.

till grade 8 and beyond In home language, mother tongue or reglonal language

ANational Assessment Centre,
PARAKH (Performance Assessment,
Review, and Analysis of Knowledge
for Hollstic Development) to be set
up for all recognised school boards

GOING TO COLLEGE |

Muitiple Entry / Exit options
UG programme -3 or 4 year
PG programme - 10r 2year
Integrated S-year bachelor’s
and master's programme
M Phil to be discontinued

Credit Transfer and

ommon Norms for Publi

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) wlil hold common
aptitude test, and speclalised
exams at least twice every year
for university entrance.

nd Private institutes

Phasing out

Feefixation within
affiliation system | Broad Regulatory
in 15 years Framework

Onrline self Pri

transparent
system for
approvals in place

of Inspections | of
12

Ivate philanthropic
n

disclosure-based | Partnership

National Mission
on Mentoring

Independent Board

Governors (BoG)

D

/ What's More |

Top 100 foreign colleges
will be allowed to set-up
campuses In Indla
through a legislative
framework

Top Indian Institutesto 4
be encouraged to setup
campus abroad. More
autonomy planned

A new national
research foundation

Speclal education zone

Natlonal Educational
Technology Forum

at’'s Oyt
Mentionorword
‘Liberal’ in the context
of Humanitles,
Rashtriya Shiksha
Aayog chaired by PM
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3. Skill Development & Technology
Integration:

o Vocational Training from Class 6:
Students will gain exposure to
skills such as coding, Al, and
financial literacy.

o Digital Education: Expanding
online learning platforms like
SWAYAM and DIKSHA to
enhance accessibility.

o Artificial Intelligence in

Education: China and Europe are
integrating Al in schools, and
NEP 2020 aims to follow suit by
promoting Al-based learning
tools.

4. Equity & Inclusion:

(0]

Gender Inclusion Fund: Supports

education for girls and
disadvantaged groups.

National Mission on
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy: Aims to ensure that
all students achieve basic

literacy and numeracy by Grade
3.

Prelims Practice Question:

Consider the following statements regarding
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and
its three-language policy:

1. The

NEP 2020 mandates that all

students must study three languages,
with at least two being native to India.
2. The policy provides absolute freedom to
States and schools in selecting the three
languages without any constraints.

3. The

implementation of the three-

language formula is uniform across all
States and does not face any regional
challenges.

4. The policy aims to strengthen linguistic
diversity while ensuring that English

remains

the primary medium of

instruction in all schools.
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Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a)1only

(b)1and 2 only

(c)3and 4 only

(d)1,2,and 4

Answer:
(a)1only
Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct: NEP 2020
proposes a three-language formula,
where students must learn at least
three languages, with two being native
to India. Howeuver, it does not make any
specific language compulsory.

» Statement2isincorrect: While students
have some freedom in choosing
languages, practical constraints such
as teacher availability and cost often
push schools to offer only a limited set
of languages, favoring Hindi and
Sanskrit in non-Hindi-speaking States.

o Statement 3 is incorrect: The
implementation of the three-language
formula faces significant challenges,
especially in  non-Hindi-speaking
States like Tamil Nadu, which follows a
two-language policy.

» Statement 4 is incorrect: NEP 2020
does not enforce English as the primary
medium of  instruction. Instead, it
emphasizes mother-tongue-based
education, =~ particularly at the
foundational stage.

Thus, the correct answer is (a) 1 only.

Mains Model Question

Q. "The three-language formula proposed in
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has
sparked debates over linguistic diversity,

practicality, and regional concerns. Critically
analyze the challenges associated with its
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implementation and discuss other key
provisions of NEP 2020 that aim to reform
India’s education system.”

The three-language formula under NEP 2020
aims to promote linguistic diversity by
ensuring students learn three languages, with
at least two being native to India. However,
this policy has faced significant resistance,
particularly from non-Hindi-speaking States
like Tamil Nadu, which argue that it indirectly
imposes Hindi. The lack of -trained teachers,
resource constraints, and the additional
cognitive load on students already struggling
with basic proficiency in two languages
further complicate its implementation. While
the policy claims to offer flexibility, schools
with limited resources are often forced to opt
for Hindi or Sanskrit, undermining regional
language choices.

The student and the three language debate

Apart from the three-language formula, NEP
2020 introduces several transformative
reforms. It emphasizes foundational literacy
and numeracy, recognizing that a large
section of students struggle with basic
reading and arithmetic skills. The policy also
promotes a multidisciplinary approach in
higher education, replacing rigid subject silos
with holistic learning. The introduction of a
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5+3+3+4 curricular structure aligns schooling
with  cognitive  developmental stages,
replacing the traditional 10+2 system.
Vocational education is given greater
importance, aiming to integrate skill-based
learning from an early age.

Higher education reforms include the
proposal for a single regulator, the Higher
Education Commission of India (HECI), and the
introduction of flexible entry-exit options in
degree programs. Emphasis on mother
tongue-based education in primary schooling
aims to improve comprehension but raises
concerns about English proficiency, which is
crucial for global competitiveness. While NEP
2020 envisions an inclusive and innovative
education system, the practical challenges of
implementation, particularly in linguistic
policy, must be addressed to ensure its
success in a diverse country like India.

Topic : NJAC vus. Collegium: The Debate on
Judicial Appointments in India

Relevance : GS Paper 2 Polity ad Governance
Source : Indian Express
Context :

The appointment of judges to India's higher
judiciary has been a subject of intense debate.
The controversy primarily revolves around
two systems:

1. The Collegium System (currently in
practice), which gives primacy to the
judiciary in appointing judges.

2. The National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) (proposed reform),
which sought to make the process more
transparent by involving the executive
and other stakeholders.

This issue holds immense significance for
India's democratic structure, as it directly
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impacts judicial independence, transparency,
and accountability.

WHAT'S COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

O Collegium system based on Three
Judges Cases

WHAT'S NJAC

© NJAC was a body created to end the two-
decade-old Supreme Court Collegium system
3 of judges appointing judges.

©O Under it, appointment of judges are made
by Chief Justice of India and four most senior ~ :
Supreme Court judges. ]

© Was passed by Lok Sabha on August 13,
2014. Was passed by Rajya Sabha a day later.
=
© Has no constitutional backing. © Will consist of six people - CJI, two
senior-most Supreme Court judges,
© Constitution of India’s Article Law Minister and two ‘eminent’
124 says appointments to persons.
be made by President in N
consultation with judges D — © Critics say judges in NJAC will
as President may deem need support of others to
necessary. push a name through. They
fear judicial independence
being compromised.

O Critics say itisa
closed-door system
which lacks transparency

What is the Collegium System?

e The Collegium system is a method for
appointing judges to the Supreme Court
and High Courts in India.

o It is not mentioned in the Constitution
but was evolved through judicial
interpretations.

e Under this system, appointments and
transfers of judges are recommended
by a body comprising the Chief Justice
of India (CJI) and the senior-most
judges of the Supreme Court.

Evolution of the Collegium System

The Collegium system was established
through a series of Supreme Court judgments:

1. First Judges Case (1981) - Gave the

executive  primacy in  judicial
appointments.
2. Second Judges Case (1993) -

Established the Collegium system,
giving primacy to the judiciary.
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3. Third Judges Case (1998) - Expanded
the Collegium to include the CJI and
four senior-most judges.

ow YooaT -~ T O BODIES ARE
Oct 16, 2015 NJAC | Body to replace OF THE NIAC

> Supreme Court on Friday
quashed two acts. It declared

Collegium system of

> Court on Friday held
appointing judges. To  executive involvement

consist of 6 people

judges recommend
and

Bwto 5 i::‘1 appointment of

ce the jum system : o 1)CHl,2) two senior-most | empire) within Supreme i judges impinges upon
mw :L'd:i‘c,::?)I - fu“&?:ii’,‘;',i‘:m SCjudges. 3) law minister | Court i independence of
> It also quashed the National 1993, this system and 4) 2 ‘eminent persons’. | ». jt was criticised on judiciary
Judicial referred to as Eminent persons nominated | grounds thatitcreateda It violates principle
Commission (NJAC) Act, that ‘judges-selecting- for three-year term by Chief | “give-and-take" culture of separation of powers
faid down how the NJACwould |  judges’,isnotinthe  Justice. PM & Leader of > It was said that | betweenthe
function Constitution but was ; OPposition (LS) i G

created by two SC 55 le | isaba

> Verdict delivered by 5-judge

ts wh
in 19%0s COMMONErS Wos truggle |

SOME SHARP TAKES EITHER SIDE

justices J S Khehar, J

Chelameswar, MB Lokur,

Kurian Joseph and AX

Goel April 30, 2015

> It also rejected
Centre’s plea to
refer matter to
larger bench

How does an eminent person
determine the ability and integrity of

an advocate practising in J&K or TN and his

suitability for appointment as a judge? Tel

> Bench said it us some names w'!lum the government
was willing to take considers eminent” —sc
suggestions to improve Take for example M S Swaminathan.

existing system; posted

hearing for Nov 3

4 | Govt passes NJAC

Why can't he be chosen as an
eminent person? Government wants every
section of society to have a say” - A-G rowaTs
June 11, 2015

The collegium did not follow the

principle of meritocracy in
appointing judges and hence, many
jot appointed as

infr
epen
Oct 16 | Apex cous Mistakes will be there, whether this
NJAC Act. Back to collegium system or that system... Question is
system how serious are they” —sc

ab Mukherjee's assent
13, 2015 | The NIAC Act

SC Advocates on Record

Criticism of the Collegium System

Opaque process - Decisions are made
behind closed doors, with no official
records or justifications.

Lack of accountability - No formal
criteria for selection: potential for
favoritism.

No role for the executive or public
representation - Critics argue that
judicial independence should not mean
complete judicial exclusivity.
Inconsistent recommendations -
Sometimes, less qualified candidates
are chosen over more deserving ones
due to personal preferences.

What was the NJAC?

The 99th Constitutional Amendment
Act (2014) and the NJAC Act (2014)
created a new system for appointing
judges.

The NJAC sought to replace the
Collegium system and introduce a more
participatory process.
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EVOLVING SYSTEM

G mlnistes

of that court suggests his/
her name, which then has

to be cleared by a three-
member SC collegium. The 3
judges include the CJland at
least one SC judge who has

been associated with that

selected judges in particular HC in the past.
‘consultation’ with judiciary tS)C aDDOIﬂ;men;ISI cleared
Post- . e y 5-member collegium
19 . Judlc'lary including CJI and 4 other
assumed ‘primacy’ by : .
; . : seniormost judges
creating collegiums in
Supreme Court and high Proposed judicial
courts. HC judge is appointed | appointments commission
after a collegium of judges seeks to make selection

process more transparent. To
have 6 members, including law
minister, CJ1, 2 SC judges and
2 ‘eminent persons’. At least 5
members will have to agree on
each judge’s appointment

JUDICIARY VS EXECUTIVE
[THESC ORDER | COLLEGIUM VS NIAC |

5-judge bench votes Collegium | CJI and a forum of four
4-1 to strike down seniormost judges select judges for
NJAC and revive SC. System around 20 years old
collegium system, NJAC | CJI, 2 seniormost SC judges,
in which judges pick  jay, minister and two ‘eminent
judges. Bench asks persons’ will pick judges. Eminent
govt and petitioners  parsons to be nominated for 3-year
to give suggestions term by a panel comprising CJI, PM
on Nov 3 to improve and leader of oppn in Lok Sabha. Any
the system two members can veto a proposal

| COURT’S ARGUMENTS

» Inclusion of minister & 2 eminent
persons in NJAC with veto powers
“devastating blow” to primacy of
judiciary in appointments

» Inclusion of law minister when
govt is biggest litigant, will result
in conflict of interest

_ When SC examines the
constitutional validity of a
law, it is inconsequential whether
it was passed...with a wafer-thin
or brute majority, or unanimity

|| POLITICAL REACTIONS

While holding very dearly the
principle of independence of &

We are surprised...
100% of Rajya Sabha

The judgment implicitly
reflects lack of confidence in

judiciary, | regret to say that {&= 1 2nd Lok Sabha have Fhii,got‘{‘ W';iCh has CTOGC‘;

parliamentary sovereignty has SO svprorted the bill  |!NS "tk‘( b unony -

received a setback today ot —SADANANDA Gowpa | COnstitutional safeguards
RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (8P [ LAW MINISTER —RANDEEP SURIEWALA | CONG

Composition of the NJAC

The NJAC consisted of six members:

1. Chief Justice of
Chairperson

India (CJI) -

INFREN

Two senior-most Supreme Court judges
Union Law Minister

Two eminent persons (nominated by a
committee consisting of the CJI, Prime
Minister, and Leader of the Opposition)

Obijectives of NJAC

Transparency - To make
appointments more structured.
Accountability - To ensure that the
selection process is fair and objective.

judicial
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« Balanced Power Distribution - To
prevent excessive judicial self-
selection.

LAWMAKERS AND THE CONTENTIOUS LAW
THE TWO SYSTEMS AT LOGGERHEADS

Here's a look at the Collegium and the NJAC systems and a comparison between the
two in relation to the powers vested with them and their functioning

COLLEGIUM SYSTEM [ NJACSYSTEM

Orlglnal prowsmn Constitutional amendment

NJAC was established by the Constitution (99th
e to be appointed by Amendment) Act, 2014, giving some say to
after “consultation” with the CJI. Govt executive in judges’ appointment

d by the UI's recommendation NJAC Act
Judicial takeover Parliament als w\,-s(dlu l‘ t dicial
n 1993, SCintroduced the collegium system taking Ar ommission regulate pro-
over primacy in appointments of SC&HC judges. cedure to be follow <‘l ‘h(h replaced colle-
qium s m

(Jlspnmacy
98, a nine-judge Constitution bench ruled that

nst " must be effective and the CJI's opin- The 99th Constitutional /dem(m‘. \ct and NJAC
ion shall have primacy came into [u |
not take off a

(omposmon tions aga 1<t M( ne
Under the collegium system, a panel of top five ",
SC judges appointed judges in secrecy Composition
CJ1, 2 seniormost SC judges, Union law

Veto power . minister, and two eminent persons

Veto power
NJAC not to recommend person if
any two members did not agree

‘‘‘‘‘ s bound by it.

Why was NJAC Struck Down?

In the Fourth Judges Case (2015), the Supreme
Court declared NJAC unconstitutional, citing:

» Violation of judicial independence -It
allowed executive interference in
judicial appointments.

o Potential government influence - The
presence of the Law Minister and
external members could compromise
neutrality.

Key Supreme  Court Cases on Judicial
Appointments

1. First Judges Case (1981)

o Gave the government an upper

hand in judicial appointments.
2. Second Judges Case (1993)

o Established the  Collegium
system, stating that
"consultation” with the CJI
means "concurrence."

3. Third Judges Case (1998)
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o Clarified that the Collegium
would consist of the CJI and four
senior-most judges.

4. Fourth Judges Case (2015) - Striking
Down NJAC

o Declared the NJAC
unconstitutional and reinstated
the Collegium system.

Demand for Collegium Reforms

o Even after striking down NJAC, the
Supreme Court acknowledged the need
for reforms in the Collegium system.

» Calls for increased transparency and
structured criteria for appointments
continue.

Government vs. Judiciary Clash

e The government has repeatedly
criticized the Collegium system for lack
of transparency.

e Several Union  Ministers have
demanded that NJAC be reconsidered.

e The judiciary, on the other hand,
maintains that judicial primacy is
necessary for independence.

Recent Judicial & Political Developments

o Nouember 2022: A plea was filed in the
Supreme Court seeking to reconsider
the Collegium system and revive NJAC.

o April2024: The Supreme Court Registry
declined to accept a petition
challenging the Collegium system,
stating that revisiting the issue would
be a "needless waste of judicial time."

Significance of the Issue

1. Independence of Judiciary vs. Executive
Influence

o A strong and independent judiciary is
essential for upholding the Constitution
and protecting citizens' rights.
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e However, complete judicial exclusivity
may lead to lack of accountability.

A SHORT HISTORY
OF JUDICIAL
APPOINTMENTS

= BEFORE
THE COLLE-
GIUM SYSTEM,

et st the President
appointed the judases in the Su—
preme Court and high courts
acting on the aid and adwvice of
the Coundil of Ministers and
in ‘consultation” with the Chief
Justice of India or other judges
ofthe SC and HCs. The Presi—
dent was. howsaver, not bound
by the advice of the jJudges.

> IN 1958, the
Law Commission
of India argued
That this system
of appoinunent
did not allow for
the best talent to
be appointed to
the cowrts

2 N 1981, this system of appointment was
challenged on the ground that it impedes
judicial independence. The Supreme Court

held thatin the event of a disagreement be-
twween the executive and the Chief Jusrtice.
the viewss of the executive would prevail.

> ANOTHER
CHALLENGE
was mounted in
1893, Overturn—
ing its previous
decision. the SC
held that judicial
independence

= IN AN ADVISORY OPINION issuced
in 1998, the Supreme Court held that
the collegium would consist of the Chief

Justice of India and the four seniormost
udpes of the top court

hawve ‘primacy”
over the appoint—

was part of the
unamendable
basic structure
of the Consti-
tution. and o
protectthis
principle, the
Jjudiciary must

ments process.
This judgment
inroduced the
collegium-led
appointments
System.

seniormost
jJudges of the
Supreme Court.
the Union iawvw
minister and two
eminent persons
to be selected
by a conwmnittee
consisting of the
prime minister
and the leader
of the cpposi—
tion in the Lok
Sabha. Butthe

Supreme Court
struck down

the amendment
for violating the
basic structure
of the Consti—
tution. on the
ground that the
new procedure
contains the pos-
sib@ity of political
influence. which
impedes judicial
independence.

== IN 2014, for
judicial appoint—
ments, Parlia—
ment set up the
National Judicial
Appointments
Commission.
comprising the
Chief Justice of
India. the two

2. Need for Transparency & Public Confidence

o Judicial " appointments should be
transparent and merit-based to ensure
trustin the judiciary.

e There is a growing demand for making
Collegium recommendations public.

3. Balance Between Judiciary, Executive, and
Legislature

e A well-functioning democracy requires
checks and balances between different
branches of government.

DEL - HYD — B’LORE - PUNE — TPT

e The challenge is to strike a balance
between judicial independence and
executive oversight.

4. Possible Future Reforms

Introducing formal selection criteria for

judges.

e Publishing reasons for
recommendations.

o Creating a hybrid system where the

judiciary has  primacy but external

oversight ensures accountability.

Collegium

The NJAC vus. Collegium debate is one of the
most critical discussions concerning judicial
independence in India. While the Collegium
system ensures that the judiciary remains free
from  political influence, its lack of
transparency raises serious concerns. On the
other hand, the NJAC aimed to introduce
accountability but was struck down due to
fears of excessive executive control.

‘Sensitive material’ delaying
clearance of collegium’s
recommendations, govt. tells SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Attorney-General R. Ven-
kataramani, appearing for
the Centre, has conveyed
to the Supreme Court that
“sensitive material” with
the government is delaying
the clearance of the court
Collegium’s recommenda-
tions for appointments of
Chief Justices to High
Courts.

Mr. Venkataramani in-
formed a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India DXY.
Chandrachud on Friday
that he would like to hand
over the information along
with his suggestions in a
sealed cover.

“1 would like to place
the inputs and my sugges-
tions in a sealed cover for

perusal by the judges,” Mr.

Joy
DY. Chandrachud. PTi

Venkatramani told the
Bench.

The Chief Justice agreed
and posted the case for
September 20.

The exchange came in a
hearing on a petition filed
by advocate Harsh Vibhore
Singhal to fix a deadline for
the government to clear
collegium recommenda-
tions on judicial appoint-
ments. It sought a direc-
tion to plug the ‘zone of
twilight’ of there being no

time for notifying the colle-
gium’s recommendations
for the appointment of
judges to the higher
judiciary.

“The government arbi-
trarily delays notifying ap-
pointments thereby tram-
pling upon judicial
independence, imperiling
the constitutional and de-
mocratic order and dispa-
raging the majesty and sa-
gacity of the court,” the
petition said.

During a hearing in Ja-
nuary last year, the Su-
preme Court had told the
government that “delay
not only affects the admi-
nistration of justice but al-
so creates an impression as
if third party interests are
interfering on behalf of
these judges with the go-
vernment”

The solution lies in reforming the Collegium
system rather than replacing it entirely.
Future reforms should focus on transparency,
accountability, and merit-based selection
while safequarding judicial independence.
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This debate will likely continue to shape India's
legal and political landscape for years to
come.

likely continue to shape India's legal and
political landscape for years to come.

Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the following statements
regarding the appointment of judges in India:

1. The Collegium system was established
by a constitutional amendment.

2. The National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court
in the Fourth Judges Case (2015).

3. The Collegium system allows only the
President of India to recommend
names for judicial appointments.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a)1and 2 only
(b) 2only
(c)1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Answer:
Correct option: (b) 2 only
Explanation:

1. Incorrect = The Collegium system was
not cestablished by a constitutional
amendment; it evolved through
Supreme Court judgments, particularly
in the Second Judges Case (1993) and
Third Judges Case (1998).

2. Correct - The NJAC was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court
in the Fourth Judges Case (2015), as it
was found to violate judicial
independence.
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3. Incorrect - The Collegium system does
not allow the President to recommend
names for judicial appointments.
Instead, the Chief Justice of India and
senior judges recommend names,
which the government can either
accept or return once for
reconsideration.

Mains Model Question

Q. The appointment of judges in India has
been a subject of debate, with the Collegium
system and the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC)
representing two  contrasting approaches.
Critically analyze the significance of judicial
independence and transparency in the
appointment process while suggesting
reforms for amore balanced system. (Answer
in 300 words)

Reforming the process of judicial appointments

orking NJAC

The appointment of judges in India is crucial
for maintaining judicial independence and
upholding  constitutional  values. The
Collegium system, established through
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Supreme Court judgments, ensures that
appointments remain free from executive
influence. Howeuver, it has been criticized for
being opaque and lacking accountability. The
National Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC), introduced through the 99th
Constitutional Amendment, sought to bring
transparency by including representatives
from the executive and civil society. Howeuver,
in the Fourth Judges Case (2015), the Supreme
Court struck down NJAC, citing that it
compromised judicial independence by
allowing government interference.

While judicial primacy is essential to prevent
undue executive influence, the Collegium
system’s lack of transparency has led to
concerns  regarding favoritism  and
unaccountability. The absence of written
criteria for appointments and the secrecy
surrounding deliberations raise doubts about
merit-based selection. Despite
acknowledging the need for reforms, the
judiciary has been reluctant to introduce
structural changes. The ongoing debate
highlights the necessity of balancing judicial
independence with transparency and public
trust.

A reformed Collegium system could include
mechanisms such as publishing appointment
criteria, maintaining records of deliberations,
and introducing a “judicial oversight
committee to review recommendations.
Additionally, a hybrid model, where the
judiciary retains primacybut involves external
scrutiny in a limited capacity, may ensure
accountability without compromising
independence. A structured and transparent
process is essential to maintain public
confidence in the judiciary while upholding
the doctrine of separation of powers.
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Topic : Sagarmala Programme

Relevance : GS Paper 3 Inland Waterways,
Trade and Economy

Source : PIB
Context :

The Sagarmala Programme. is a flagship
initiative of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping,
and Waterways (MoPSW), launched in March
2015, to revolutionize India's maritime sector.
With a 7,500 km coastline, 14,500 km of
potentially navigable inland waterways, and
strategic positioning on global trade routes,
India holds immense potential for port-led
economic growth.

The programme aims to modernize ports,
enhance logistics, reduce costs, and improue
global trade competitiveness by shifting from
traditional transport modes to efficient
coastal and inland waterway networks. It is a
key pillar of Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047
(MAKYV), which aims to make India a global
maritime leader.

Key Takeaways

839 projects worth ¥5.79 lakh crores identified under Sagarmala, with 272 projects

completed, investing ¥1.41 lakh crore.

118% growth in coastal shipping over the last decade, reducing logistics costs and
emissions.

700% surge in inland waterway cargo movement, easing congestion on roads and
railways.

40 lakh+ passengers benefited from Ro-Pax ferries, enhancing coastal connectivity.
40,000 crore budgetary support for Sagarmala 2.0, aiming to unlock ¥12 lakh crore in
investments over the next decade

9 Indian ports are among the world’s top 100, with Vizag in the top 20 container ports
globally.

Sagarmala Startup Innovation Initiative (S2IZ) to drive Research, Innovation,
Startups, and Entrepreneurship (RISE) in maritime technology.

The programme is focused on five key pillars
to drive India's maritime growth:

1. Port Modernization & New Port Development
e Upgrading existing ports and

constructing new ports to increase
efficiency.
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e Implementing mechanization,
automation, and digitalization in port
operations.

e Addressing Dbottlenecks in cargo
handling and port connectivity.

2. Port Connectivity Enhancement

e Enhancing road, rail, and inland
waterway connectivity for seamless
cargo movement.

e Developing multi-modal logistics
solutions like inland water transport
and coastal shipping.

e Reducing transportation costs and
congestion on highways.

3. Port-Led Industrialization

o Establishing industrial clusters near
ports to attract investments.

o Encouraging sectors that benefit from
efficient maritime transport.

» Boosting manufacturing, shipbuilding,
and logistics hubs.

4. Coastal Community Development

o Supporting fishing communities,
tourism, and livelihood generation.

o Prouviding skill development for
employment in the maritime sector.

e Ensuring sustainable coastal
development.

5.Coastal Shipping & Inland Waterways
Transport

e Promoting coastal shipping and inland
waterways to reduce logistics costs.

« Expanding Ro-Pax ferry services for
passenger and cargo movement.

« Enhancing environmentally friendly
transport alternatives.
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Ministry of Information
&, and Broadcasting
=== Government of India N
g
SAGARMALA

STATUS OF THE SAGARMALA SGHEME

AS OF 19 MARGH 2025
=> 839 projects worth #5.79 lakh crore under Sagarmala
= 272 projects completed with an investment of #1.41 lakh crore

Port Modernizatlon:
*» 234 projects worth
¥2.91 lakh crore

underway

Connectivity Enhancement: Coastal Community

218 pojects worth e o

i rogr
€2.06 lakn crore n progress § B tlecis ot
26,000 crore

=> Benefitted 30,000+
fishermen & coastal
infrastructure

Port-Led Industriallzation: > 0 w
10,000 crore allocated for 119 projects
»::E?ﬁu;:lr:nn across coastal states & UTS

=82 projects completed,
=>103 projects completed, boosting 1,500 km of
adding 230 MTPA capacity @ port links

»»9 projects completed

Achievements of Sagarmala

1. Infrastructure Development

o 839 projects worth ¥5.79 lakh crore
identified under Sagarmala.

e 272 projects completed, investing %1.41
lakh crore.

e 9 Indian ports ranked among the
world’s top 100, with Vizag among the
top 20 container ports globally.

2. Growth in Maritime Transport

o 118% growth in coastal shipping in the
last decade, reducing dependence on
road and rail transport.

o 700% surge in inland waterway cargo
movement, decongesting roads and
railways.

e Over 40 lakh passengers benefited
from Ro-Pax ferry services, improving
coastal connectivity.

3. Economic and Environmental Benefits

o Reduction in logistics costs and carbon
emissions.
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o Enhanced export competitiveness due
to improved port efficiency.

o Strengthened India’s global trade
positioning.

Sagarmala 2.0: The Next Phase

To further strengthen India’s maritime
infrastructure, the government launched
Sagarmala 2.0 with a budgetary allocation of

40,000 crore, aiming to unlock 12 lakh
crore in investments over the next decade.

Key Focus Areas of Sagarmala 2.0:

1. Shipbuilding, repair, and recycling to
enhance India’s maritime
competitiveness.

2. Port modernization and expansion for
global-scale handling capacity.

3. Strengthening coastal economic zones
for industrial and trade growth.

4. Enhancing inland water transport to
reduce logistics costs.

5. Sustainable maritime development
aligned with India’s Atmanirbhar
Bharat 2047 vision.

SAGARMALA

AGHIEVEMENTS OF THE SAGARMALA PROGRAMME

118% growth in coastal shipping
over the last decade, reducing
logistics costs and emissions

40 lakh+ passengers
benefited from Ro-Pax ferries,
enhancing coastal connectivity |\

700% increase in inland
[ waterway cargo movement,
easing road and rail congestion

W
9 Indian ports rank among \;
the world'’s top 100, with Vizag /&
in the top 20 container ports |\

\_ Indian ports now outperform
( many advanced maritime nations
\ in efficiency and competitiveness
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Sagarmala Startup Innovation Initiative (S212)

Launched on March 19, 2025, the Sagarmala
Startup Innovation Initiative (S212) fosters
innovation and entrepreneurship in maritime
technology.

Objectives of S212:

e Supporting startups in green shipping,
smart ports, maritime logistics, and
shipbuilding technology.

o Providing funding, mentorship, and
industry partnerships.

« Encouraging Research, Innovation,
Startups, and Entrepreneurship (RISE).

S212 aims to enhance industry
competitiveness, drive technological
advancements, and accelerate India's

maritime sector’s growth.
Funding and Implementation of Sagarmala

The programme follows a strategic,
stakeholder-driven approach for project
selection and execution.

1. Implementation Agencies:

e Major Ports and State Maritime Boards.
o Central Ministries, Indian Railways,
NHALI, IWAI, and State Governments.

o Private sector investments for Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) projects.

2. Funding Mechanism:

o Public-Private  Partnership (PPP):
Encouraging private investments.

« Internal & Extra Budgetary Resources
(IEBR): Funding from Major Ports and
MoPSW agencies.

e Grant-in-Aid: Government support for
projects with high social impact (e.qg.,
fishing harbors, skill development).
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o Equity Financing: Sagarmala
Development Company Limited (SDCL)
supports projects via equity
participation.

Sagarmala is a key pillar of Maritime Amrit
Kaal Vision 2047, which aims to:

e Achieve 4 million GRT shipbuilding
capacity.

e Handle 10 billion metric tons of cargo
annually.

e Position India among the top five
shipbuilding nations by 2047.

e Promote a sustainable Blue Economy.

MAKV was formulated through 150+
stakeholder consultations and 50 global
benchmarks, outlining 300+ strategic
initiatives for maritime growth.

The Sagarmala Programme is a game-
changer for India's maritime sector, driving
port-led economic  growth, logistics
efficiency, and global trade competitiveness.

With 839 projects worth ¥5.79 lakh crore, it
has already transformed the maritime
landscape, delivering 118% growth in coastal
shipping, a 700% surge in inland waterway
cargo, and modernized ports.

With the launch of Sagarmala 2.0 and
Sagarmala Startup Innovation Initiative (5212),

India is set to unlock %12 ‘lakh crore in
investments, strengthen shipbuilding, repair,
and recycling, and become a global hub for
maritime innovation.

Anchored in Viksit Bharat and Atmanirbhar
Bharat 2047, the Gouvernment of India is
steering towards a future-ready, globally
competitive maritime ecosystem that fuels
economic growth, job creation, and
sustainable development.
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KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE P} S
SAGARMALA PROGRAMME

Reduce
logistics cost
for EXIM and

domestic trade

with minimmal

infrastructure
investment

Enhanced

Create jobs and domestic
develop skills in waterways (inland
ports and maritime and coastal) in the

Sectox multi-modal
transport

Lower logistics
costs of bulk
commodities by
locating
industries close
to coast

Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the following statements
regarding the Sagarmala Programme:

1. It was launched in 2015 to enhance
port-led development and logistics
efficiency in India.

2. Sagarmala 2.0 focuses exclusively on
the modernization of major ports and
does not include shipbuilding or coastal
community development.

3. The Sagarmala Startup Innovation
Initiative (S212) supports research and
entrepreneurship in maritime logistics,
green shipping, and smart ports.

Which of the statements given aboue is/are
correct?

(a)1and 2 only

(b) 1and 3 only

(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

Answer:

Correct Option: (b) 1 and 3 only
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Explanation:

o Statement 1 is correct: The Sagarmala
Programme was launched in March
2015 with the aim of transforming
India’s maritime sector through port-
led development, logistics efficiency,
and coastal economic growth.

» Statement 2 is incorrect: Sagarmala 2.0
goes beyond port modernization. It
includes shipbuilding, repair, recycling,
coastal industrialization, and
community development initiatives.

» Statement 3 is correct: The Sagarmala
Startup Innovation Initiative (S212)
promotes research, innovation, and
startups in green shipping, smart ports,
maritime logistics, and shipbuilding
technology.

Thus, the correct answer is (b) 1 and 3 only.
Mains Model Question

Q. The Sagarmala Programme has played a
pivotal role in transforming India’s maritime
sector by enhancing port-led development,
improving logistics efficiency, and boosting
coastal economic growth. Discuss the key
components, achievements, ~and future
potential of the initiative.

A=/

Coastal Shipping
i &IWT

‘ Ro-Ro/Ro-Pax/Pa:
/ I
3y

The Sagarmala Programme, launched in 2015,
is a flagship initiative aimed at revolutionizing
India’s maritime sector through port-led
development. With a vast 7,500 km coastline
and 14,500 km of navigable waterways, India
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has immense potential to leverage maritime
trade for economic growth. The programme
focuses on reducing logistics costs,
increasing port efficiency, and enhancing
multimodal transport connectivity to
strengthen India’s global trade
competitiveness.

Sagarmala consists of five key components:
port modernization, port connectivity, port-
led industrialization, coastal community
development, and coastal shipping & inland
waterways transport. By improving existing
port infrastructure and establishing new
ports, the initiative has significantly boosted
cargo handling capacity. Investments in rail,
road, and inland waterways connectivity have
further streamlined cargo movement,
reducing dependency on traditional
transportation networks. The promotion of
industrial clusters near ports has led to
economic hubs, job creation, and increased
exports. Moreover, Sagarmala integrates
sustainability by supporting green shipping,
smart ports, and renewable energy use.

The programme has achieved notable
success, including 118% growth in coastal
shipping, a 700% rise in inland waterway
cargo movement, and positioning nine Indian
ports among the world’s top 100. With

Sagarmala 2.0, India aims to attract %12 lakh
crore in investments, further boosting
shipbuilding, port modernization, and
maritime innovation. The recently launched
Sagarmala Startup Innovation Initiative (5212)
fosters entrepreneurship in green shipping
and maritime technology.

By strengthening maritime infrastructure,
Sagarmala aligns with the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Viksit Bharat 2047,
ensuring India’s emergence as a global
maritime powerhouse.
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Topic : National Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM)

Relevance : GS Paper 3 Economy
Source : PIB
Context :

The National Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM)
was launched in 2020 by the Ministry of
Textiles to promote technical textiles, an
emerging sector within the textile industry
that focuses on performance and functionality
rather than aesthetics. This initiative aims to
make India a global leader in technical textiles
by fostering research, market growth, exports,

and skill development. With a budget of 1,480
crore for 2020-26, the mission seeks to
expand India’s technical textile industry and
increase its contribution to the global market.

“Technical textiles will become the economic backbone of India” ‘

~ Union Minister of Textiles Shri Giriraj Singh
Summary

« National Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM) launched in 2020 by the Ministry of
Textiles to boost technical textiles in India

« Focuses on research, market growth, exports and skill development.

« Promotes innovation, startups and use in agriculture, infrastructure and
healthcare

« Aims to make India a global leader in Technical Textiles with a budget of Rs.
1,480 crore till 2025-26.

« Supports 168 research projects worth Rs. 509 crore

« NTTM aims to train 50,000 individuals in technical textiles

India is currently the sixth-largest exporter of
textiles, holding a 3.9% share in global textile
exports. The overall textile sector contributes
around 2% to India’s GDP, and its expected
growth to $350 billion by 2030 will further
enhance India’s position as a global hub for
textiles. With this transformation, technical
textiles are becoming an essential part of
industrial and consumer applications, ranging
from healthcare, agriculture, and
infrastructure to defense, aerospace, and
automobile industries.
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Understanding Technical Textiles

Technical textiles are specialized fabrics
designed to perform specific functions rather
than just providing aesthetic appeal. These
textiles are used in industries like automobiles,
construction, healthcare, agriculture, and
safety gear, where their high durability,
resistance, and innovative materials provide
enhanced functionality and efficiency.

Technical textiles are broadly classified into 12
categories, including:

Textleindustryovenview £y | Technical Textile Import
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l (US$8,946 Mn) : o

FY2022-23 FY2023-24

St ey o e

o Agrotech (used in agriculture, such as
shade nets and greenhouse covers)

» Maeditech (healthcare applications like
PPE kits, wound care, and bandages)

o Geotech (used in infrastructure and
construction like road reinforcements)

o Protech (protective gear such as fire-
resistant clothing and bulletproof vests)

» Mobiltech (automobile sector
applications like airbags and seat belts)

o Packtech (industrial and consumer
packaging solutions like sacks and
wrapping fabric)

The rising demand for such textiles, driven by
advancements in sustainability,
nanotechnology, and smart fabrics, highlights
the significance of NTTM in enhancing
domestic production and reducing
dependency on imports.
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Framework of the National Technical Textiles
Mission

The National Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM) is structured around four key
components, each addressing a critical aspect
of the sector’s growth:

1. Research, Innovation, and
Development

o NTTM actively supports RED
projects aimed at developing
new materials and
manufacturing techniques.

o Itinvites proposals fromindustry
and academia to develop cost-
effective, efficient, and
sustainable textiles.

o So far, 168 research projects

worth I509 crore have been
approved.
2. Promotion and Market Development

o This component focuses on
increasing domestic adoption of
technical textiles.

o It promotes international
collaborations, organizes trade
fairs, and works towards
expanding market
opportunities.

o The goalis to integrate technical
textiles into large-scale
industrial ‘applications across
various sectors.

3. Export Promotion

o Aims to make India a leading
exporter of technical textiles.

o A dedicated export promotion
council is working towards
increasing global
competitiveness.

o Efforts include identifying new
markets and providing policy
support to exporters.

4. Education, Training, and Skill
Development

o Focuses on training 50,000

individuals in technical textiles.
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o Courses and internships in top
institutes like IITs, NITs, and
specialized research centers.

o Skill development programs

introduced through
organizations like SITRA, NITRA,
and SASMIRA.

With %517 crore already allocated and *393.39
crore spent on research, innovation, skill
development, and market promotion, NTTM is
making rapid progress in advancing the
sector.
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Key Initiatives under NTTM

1. Grant for Internship Support for
Technical Textiles (GIST 2.0)
o Encourages collaboration
between academia and industry.
o Provides hands-on learning
experiences to students and
professionals.
o Supports local innovation and
aligns with the Make in India
initiative.
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2. Grant for Research & Entrepreneurship
across Aspiring Innovators in Technical
Textiles (GREAT) Scheme

o Launched in August 2023, it
provides funding for startups
and innovators.

o 8 startups received 50 lakh

each to develop medical,
industrial, and  protective
textiles.

o |IT Indore and NIT Patna received
funding to introduce specialized

courses in geotextiles,
geosynthetics, and  sports
textiles.

3. Skill Development Programs

o NTTM aims to train 50,000
workers and professionals to
meet the demand for technical
textile experts.

o 12 industry-focused courses
developed in collaboration with
leading research institutions.

4. Technotex 2024

o A key event showcasing India’s
technical textile capabilities
under Bharat Tex 2024.

o The Innovation Zone under
NTTM featured 71 cutting-edge
projects, including 48
prototypes and 23 informative
displays.

Success Stories

1. Eicher Goodearth’s ‘Mahina’ - India’s

First Bonded @ Leak-Proof Period
Underwear
o An innovation in feminine
hygiene, offering  12-hour
protection.

o Made from natural, eco-friendly
materials and reusable for up to
100 washes.
2. Tamil Nadu’s Focus on Technical
Textiles
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o PM MITRA Park in Virudhunagar
and a textile park in Salem
launched.

o Increased capital subsidies for
technical textile investments
from 2% to 6%, encouraging
modernization.

These  success  stories  reflect = the
transformative potential of NTTM in driving
domestic innovation, job creation, and
sustainable production.

Financial Allocation for Various

Components of the NTTM

Education,

:L;‘ Administrative
7 Expenses

Promotion &
Market Development

Future Prospects of NTTM

With the extension of Sagarmala 2.0 and
initiatives like the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme, India is on track to become a
global leader in technical textiles. The
government’s focus on:

o Investing %12 lakh crore in overall textile
sector modernization

« Enhancing global market access for
Indian technical textiles

« Strengthening domestic
manufacturing through research and
entrepreneurship ensures that India
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can reduce import dependence, foster
sustainable innovations, and compete
with global leaders like China, the US,
and Germany.

NTTM's ‘GREAT’ Scheme
Empowering Startups in
Technical Textiles

W GREAT Scheme: Boosts Startups under NTTM

W Startup Empowerment: 8 startups approved, each
receiving up to 2 50 Lakhs

W Military Innovation: Braided composites &
Radome Integrated IFF Antenna

W Healtheare Innovation: Composite surgical
simulation models for Doctor training

 Energy nnovation:Nano o nfusedtetes for | 3
Energy Generation 6 Sensing

# self-Reliance: Empowering Innovators to lead
India in Technical Textiles

With continued government support, industry
participation, and innovation, NTTM will play a
critical role in positioning India as a major hub
for technical textiles, ensuring long-term
economic growth, employment generation,
and global competitiveness.

The National Technical Textiles Mission is a
game-changer for India’s textile industry,
bridging the gap between traditional textiles
and modern industrial applications. By
promoting R&D, exports, and  skill
development, NTTM is reshaping India’s textile
landscape. With the ongoing advancements,
India is set to dominate the global technical
textiles market, reinforcing its position as a
key player in the world economy.

Prelims Practice Question

Q. Consider the following statements
regarding the National Technical Textiles
Mission (NTTM):

1. - The mission was launched in 2020 by
the Ministry of Textiles with an outlay of
1,480 crore.

2. One of its key objectives is to increase
the domestic adoption and export of
technical textiles.
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3. The NTTM does not focus on research
and development; it primarily aims at
market expansion.

4. The mission includes initiatives like the
GREAT Scheme and GIST 2.0 to support
innovation and skill development in
technical textiles.

Which of the aboue statements are correct?
(@)1,2,and 4 only

(b)1and 3only

(c)2and 3 only

(d)1,2,3,and 4

Answer:
Correct Option: (a) 1,2, and 4 only
Explanation:

» Statement 1 is correct: The National
Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM) was
launched in 2020 by the Ministry of
Textiles with a budget allocation of
1,480 crore for 2020-2026.

» Statement 2 is correct: NTTM aims to
increase the domestic adoption and
exports of technical textiles by
supporting market promotion,
international  collaborations, and
dedicated export initiatives.

» Statement 3 is incorrect: Research and
development (R&D) is a key component
of the mission. It supports innovative
projects in technical textiles, inviting
proposals from industry and academia.

o Statement 4 is correct: The mission
includes initiatives like GREAT Scheme
(Grant for Research & Entrepreneurship
across Aspiring Innovators in Technical
Textiles) and GIST 2.0 (Grant for
Internship  Support for Technical
Textiles) to  promote  startups,
innovation, and skill development.
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Mains Model Question

Q. Discuss the significance of the National
Technical Textiles Mission (NTTM) in
strengthening India's textile sector. How does
it contribute to innovation, exports, and skill
development?

The National Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM) plays a transformative role in India's
textile industry by promoting research,
innovation, market expansion, and skill
development. Launched in 2020 with an

outlay of 1,480 crore, the mission aims to
position India as a global leader in technical
textiles, which are specialized fabrics
designed for functional purposes across
industries such as agriculture, healthcare,
infrastructure, and defence.

Technical textiles are fabrics made for specific functions and performance, rather than
for looks. These textiles are designed to meet the needs of various industries like cars,
construction, farming, healthcare, and safety. They are used in products that help
protect people, improve machinery, and solve practical problems, such as in car parts,
building materials, medical equipment, and safety gear

A key focus of the mission is research and
development (R&D), which has resulted in the

approval of 168 research projects worth I509
crore. These projects facilitate innovation in
areas such as geotextiles, protective textiles,
and medical textiles, leading to the creation of
high-performance materials that enhance
safety, durability, and efficiency. The GREAT
Scheme supports startups and entrepreneurs
in translating prototypes into market-ready
products, fostering a strong innovation

« Component I - Research, Innovation and Development: Supports R&D in
technical textiles, inviting proposals to develop new materials and processes.
- Component II - Promotion and Market Development: Aims to increase

technical textile adoption in India through market promotion and international
collaborations.

- Component III - Export Promotion: Focuses on boosting exports of technical
textiles with a dedicated export council. Outlay

- Component IV - Education, Training, and Skill Development: Promotes
technical textiles education, skill training, and internships in top institutes and
industries.

NTTM also promotes the domestic and
international market expansion of technical
textiles. It supports Indian manufacturers
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through export promotion initiatives and
international collaborations, helping the
sector tap into the global market. Events like
Technotex 2024 have showcased India’s
advancements in technical textiles, attracting
investment and fostering strategic
partnerships.

In terms of skill development, the mission
aims to train 50,000 individuals through
structured programs in collaboration with
leading institutes like 1ITs, NITs, and textile
research organizations. Programs like GIST
2.0 provide industry exposure to students and
professionals, ensuring a workforce equipped
with the latest skills.

By integrating innovation, market expansion,
and skill development, NTTM is revolutionizing
India’s textile industry, strengthening its
global = competitiveness, and  driving
sustainable economic growth.

hittps://pragnyaiascoachinghyderabad.com/
+97 9880486671




