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combat

an effort to
genetically modified (GMO) mosquitoes
were released iDjibouti, East Africa.

T In malaria,

Urban mosquito spread is contributing
to malaria cases in Djibouti
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What is malaria?

1 Certainmosquitospeciesan transmit the
potentially fatal diseasemalaria to
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humans. Tropical nations are where it i$
primarily found.

1 Transmission: Plasmodiaprotozoaarethe
cause.By way of the bites ofemale
Anopheles mosquitoes carrying the
parasite Plasmodium the infection
spreads.Malaria can also be spread |by
contaminated needles and  blood
transfusions.

1 Parasite types:Human malaria is caused
by five different species of Plasmodiurn
parasites, of whiclP. falciparum and P.
vivax represent the biggest threatB.
malariae, P.ovale,and P. knowlesiarethe
additional malaria species that can infect
people.

1 Symptoms include a fever, chills,
headache, sore muscles, and exhaustion
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Burden of disease

1 TheWorld Malaria Report estimates that
there were247 million cases of malaria
worldwidein 2021,with 619 000 malaria-
related deaths.

1 The World Health Organization states
that 96% of malaria deaths globally in
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2021occurred in Africa, where the disease

is most prevalent.

1 Justoverhalf of all malariadeathsglobally
occurred in four African countries:

Nigeria (31.3%), the Democratic Republic

of the Congo(12.6%),the United Republic
of Tanzania (4.1%), and Niger (3.9%).
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How do geneticallymodified mosquitoescombat
malaria?
1 The technique focuses onfemale
mosquitoes which aremostlyin charge of
spreading malaria.

1 It entails releasing male mosquitoes with a
specific genethat have been genetically

alteredinto thewild, wherethey mate with
females.

1 The new gene inhibits female offspring
from surviving to adulthood, effectively
reducing the population of malaria
transmitting mosquitoes

1 Male mosquitoes areinable to spread

malaria becausehey do not bite.
GM Mosquitos How it works
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1 According to a baseline set in 2015, th
World Health Organization's Global
Technical Strategy for Malaria 2016
2030seekdo lower malariacaseincidence
and mortality rates by at least 40% by
202Q at least75% by 2025,and at least
90% by 2030.

Global Technical Strategy
for Malaria 2016-2030

Pillar 1 Pillar 2 Pilfar 3
Ensure universal Accelerate efarts Transform maluria
acoess lo malaria towards shmination surwillance into 3
proventon, disgnosis and attanment of <o IMervention
and treatment malaria-free status

armessing Innovation & Expanding Research

Strengthening the Enabling Environment

1 "E-2025 Initiative": Under this program,
the World Health Organization has
identified 25 nations with the potential t

completely eradicate malaria by 2025.
Countries selected for the E-2025 initiative |
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1 The WHO launched theligh Burden to
High Impact (HBHI) initiative in 11
countries with high malaria burdens
including India.
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Initiatives by the Indian government to combat
malaria:

1 By 2027 the Indian government hopes to

have eradicated malaria from the
country.
1 A National Framework for Malaria

Elimination (NFME) wascreatedn India
and introduced in 2016 in accordance with
the Global Technical Strategy (GTS)for
the eradication of malaria from 2016 to
2030.

1 MERA-India, the Malaria Elimination
Research Alliance: It was founded as a
coalition of partners collaborating on
malaria control by théndian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR).

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.isaaa.org/kc/cropbiotechupdate/ar
ticle/default.asp?1D=20840#:~:text=0n%20Ma

v%2023%2C%20the%20Government.been%?
Oreleased%20in%20East%20Africa

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Mosquirix.

1. It is thefirst vaccinecreatedo combatanykind
of parasite.

2. It will offer defense against Plasmodiwivax-
induced malaria.

Which of the abovestatementareincorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

Qoo

Ans: b

Explanation

The first vaccine created to combat any parasite is
called Mosquirix.
Mosquirix is intended to offer defense against
Plasmodium falciparursaused malaria.

Mains Model Questions
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Q. Despite notable advancements in malaria
prevention and control, obstacles still need to |be
overcome before the disease can be completely
eradicated in India. Critically analyze the
statement and offer a solution.

Key Demand of the question:
Theresponsenust go into great detail about t
currentstateof thefight againsimalariain India,
the difficulties encountered, and the neces;
steps that must be taken.

Directive:

Critically analyze: When asked to analyze, y
must carefully consider the topic's nature
structureby dissectingt into its constituenparts
and summarizing them all. When "critically"
addedo adirective,it meanghatthetopic must
be fairly evaluated, taking into account both
advantages and disadvantages.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a brief summary of some facts about
malaria in India.

Body:

The response needs to go over the follow
Indiafaceschallengesn controllingmalariadue
to its porous borders and migratory populati
The northeastern states border neighbo
countries like Bangladesh and Myanmar, wh
malaria is still common and there is a cons
risk of an influx of cases from these natio
Antimalarial medication resistance, insufficig
physicalresource®r their accessibility ruraland
urban malaria eradication conditions, h
endemic malaria pockets in isolated areas

among tribal populations, etc.
Provide suggestions for plans and policies
go in this direction.

What adjustments to the strategy are neede
completely eradicate malaria in India.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 15t June, 2024
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Topic: Food or the Fed- what will drive the
RBI 6s monetary policy

Relevance:GSPaper31 Economy
Source: ThelndianExpress

Food or the Fed - what will drive the RBI’s
monetary policy?

"\ 15 RBIDEPENDENT ON
IMMAN MARNH|

Now. anto exit polls: A look
Bask ot how elobe thy wore
in 3000, 7014, 2019

Context

1 TheReserve Bank of India'sdecisions to
modify interestratesin respons¢o external
factors such adJ.S. Federal Reserve
policies and trends in inflation are
discussedh thearticle.lt raiseghequestion
of whether domestic inflationd more
especially, food priced or outside
economigressurewvill determineinterest
rates in the future.

What is India's current stateof inflation?

f Current Inflation Rate: The Indian
consumerprice index (CPI) was4.83%in
April.

Retail Inflation

Based on Consumer Price Index

(Bose: 2012=100)

* + v T t T ——y———t T 1 1 t
Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dac Jan Feb Mar Apr*

s 2023 2024

Provissonae)

Source: Ministoy of Statsiics & Prograrmyne frmpiesmien oo KBK Infographics
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1 Core Inflation: At a multiyear low of
3.2%, core inflationd which does not
include volatile food and fuel price®
indicates muted underlying demand.

1 Food Inflation: At 8.7%, food inflation is
still high even thouglctore inflation has
decreased This indicates notable price
rises for a number of food categories.

1 TheReserve Bank of Indiaprojects that,
based on past trends and anticipat
circumstances, inflation will average
roughly 4.5% in the fourth quarter of the
fiscal year 2024 2025.

CURRENT
FORECAST

PREVIOUS
FORECAST

4.5%

4.9%

3.8%

4.6%

Q3FY25
Q4FY25

What is the interest rate contextglobally?

4.5%

i Federal Reserve of the United States

Three rate cuts were initially anticipated in

2023, but according teecent inflation
data and Fed commentary only one cut
may actually happen.Longer rate
increasesare the Fed's goal.

1 EuropeancCentral Bank (ECB): TheECB
intendsto lower interest rates thissummer
and will base itdecisionmaking on data
rather than the Fed's.

1 Bank of England: The Bank of England
will  probably lower rates soon
concentratingon thedynamics of inflation
and domesticgrowth, muchlike the ECB.

1 Impact on RBI: Theseglobal trends make
uswondernf theRBIwill adjustits policies
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to better reflect changes in the domestic hitps://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/moneta

economy or the rest of the world. rypolicy.asp
How did outside variables affect the RBI's , : .
. Prelims Practice Questions
choice?
T Interest Rate Differential: The need to Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
preserve the interest rate differential Monetary Policy

V‘{'th ;[he Un':ﬁ? Srt]ates after the Iatter;]s 1. The Reserve Bankf India Act, 1934 clearly
E'Zgbe_ rate hi eht at ?a(;ne_qay may NAVE  4ssignsesponsibilityfor monetarypolicy conduct.
adanimpactontheRBI's decisionto raise 2. Preserving price stability without regard to

rates in May 2022. - growth is the main goal of monetary policy.
T Qurrency Rate Stability: The RBI molst 3. The RBI's framework for flexible inflation
likely wanted to stop the rupee's targeting is based on statute.

depreciation and stabilize the exchange Which of the abovestatements areorrect?
rate by changing interest rates.

1 World EconomicTrends: It seemghatthe a. Onlyone
RBI's decisiormaking wasinfluenced by b. Only two
the global environment particularly the c. All three
actions of the U.S. Fed, and was motivated d. None
by Worries about potential external Ans: b
economic pressures.

What will the RBI decide when it comes to rate Explanation

2 . . .
cuts® The task of implementing monetary policy falls {o

theReserveBankof India (RBI). TheReserveBank
of India Act of 1934 expressly mandates this
obligation. Maintaining price stability is the maip
goal of monetary policy, but growth is also |a
consideration. Stable prices are an essential
prerequisite for longerm, steady growth. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 1934 was
modifiedin May 2016to establisHegalframework
for theapplicationof theflexible inflation targeting
framework.

1 Forecasts of Inflation: Given thatcore
inflation is currentlyatalow of 3.2% and
the RBI projects that inflation will
average about 4.5% by the fourth
quarter of 2024 2025 there may be room
for monetary easing if current trends
continue.

1 Anticipations  for Food Prices
Anticipated monsoon activity is above
average, which could help aligreadline
inflation with RBI targets and restrain

food prices,therebybolsteringthe casefor Monetary POIICY
rate cuts. ['ma-na-ter-é pa-la-sé]
] . A set of tools that a nation's
I Comparison of Interest Rates: According canttal bank has avaiablato
to external memberJayanth Varma's promote sustainable

economic growth by
controlling the overall supply
of money that is available to
the nation's banks, its
consumers, and its

opinions on aligninginflation to thetarget,
the current repo rate of 6.5% implies a
real rate of 2%, which might be adjusted

downward to stimulate economic growth. S Riicinaccnc
Projected inflation is 4.5%. 2 Investopedia
Also ReadTopics& Concepts: Mains Model Questions
DELTHYDi B6 L ORBUNET TPT +91 9880486671
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Q. In addition to promoting economic growth, the
RBI places a high priority on preserving price

stability. It accomplishes this by making sure that

its monetarypolicy promotesanatmospher¢hatis
favorable to investment and loigrm, steady
economic growthExamine.

Key Demand of the question:

To discuss the RBI's role in monetary poli
particularly the challenges it faces in carrying
out.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, g
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definethe monetarypolicy

Body:

First, briefly discuss the various goals
monetary policy.

Next, discuss the challenges the RBI hag
accomplishingts monetarypolicy goals,suchas
price stability, high inflation, especially in t
pricesof food andfuel, striking acarefulbalance
between promoting growth and reining
inflation, etc. Provide statistics to support y(
claims.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 15t June, 2024

Topic: NASA launched a tiny satellite to
measure heat | ost fr

Relevance:GSPaper3i Science& Technolog)

Source: ThelndianExpress
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Why has NASA launched a tiny satellite to
measure heat lost from Earth’s poles?

R

Context

1 The "Ready, Aim, PREFIRE" climate
satellite was successfullylaunched by
NASA to investigate heat emissions
Earth's poles.

What missionis PREFIRE?

1 "Polar Radiant Energy in the Far-
InfraRed Experiment” is referred to &
PREFIRE.

1 The two shoeboxsized CubeSatsthai
makeup the missionareeachoutfitted with
a Thermal Infrared Spectrometer that
can measure the famfrared radiation th:
the coldest and most isolated places
Earth emit.

1 Oneof the two climate satellitesthatarea
partof thePREFIREmissionwaslaunched

1 Theother,called"PREFIRE andICE," is
scheduledo debutin thenextfew days.

Polar Radiant Energy In the Far-infrared Experiment (PREFIRE) Mission

+91 9880486671
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Importance

T

We will be able to better forecast how ice,

seas, and weather will changeresponse
to global warming thanks to its
observations, which will aid in our
understandingf the principlesunderlying
Earth's heat balance.

The mission also looks d&teat from the
Arctic and Antarctica that is released as
far-infrared radiation, which is not
currently measured precisely.

Earth's Heat Budget

T

A heat budget is thedeal equilibrium

betweertheamount of heatthat the earth
receivesfrom the sun(insolation) and the
amount of heatthat escapeshe planet as
radiation.

The earth's heat budget is the balance that

results fromlong waves of terrestrial
radiation and short waves of insolation.

Heat Budget

T

Assume for the moment that all of the
insolation reaches the top of the
atmosphere.

Before the insolation even reaches the
it is reflected back into

Earth's surface,
spaceo thetuneof about 35 units. Two of

these are reflected from areas covered in

snow and ice and the remainin@7 are
reflected from the tops of clouds.
TheEarth's albedois thenamegivento the
reflected radiation.

The remaining 65 insolation units are
absorbedof these51 are absorbedby the
Earth's surface and 14 are absorbed
within the atmosphere After that, 51
units of terrestrial radiation are radiated
back by the Earth.

Thirty -four of these are absorbed by the

atmosphere, andeventeen are radiated
straight into space.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT
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48 units that are absorbed by th
atmospheradditionally radiate back into
space.

As aresult,thetotal radiation comingback
from the Earth and atmosphere eqlidls
48 = 65 units which is equal to théotal
radiation coming back from the Sun.

The Earth's Heat Budget
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Consequencesf an unbalancedheat budget

Rising Global Temperatures: As
greenhousegasconcentrationsrise, more
heat is trappedin the atmosphereaising
global temperatures.

Sea levels areising as aresult ofmelting
polar ice sheetsand glaciersbroughton by
warmer weather.

Increased frequency and intensity of
coastal flooding are caused by rising se
levels, which also erode coastlines.
OceanWarming: Themajority of theextra
heatis absorbedy theoceanwhich causes
thermal expansion and additional sea
level rise

Increased Heatwave Frequency:
Extended hot spells are happening ma
frequently.

+91 9880486671
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1 Ocean acidification is caused byhigher heatbalance,which is fueled by both solar and

concentrations of carbon dioxide terrestrial energy flowdiscuss.
dissolving in ocean water.

Key Demand of the question:

Also ReadTopics& Concepts: To elucidate the significance of the idea of he
balance.

https://www.space.com/nasarefire -polar- Directive:

climate-cubesats Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi

Prelims Practice Questions thatyou mustdiscusson papetrby goingoverthe

specifics of the issues at hand and caref
Q. Consider the following statements regarding considering each one of them. You have

Heat Budget of the Earth provideargumentsgor andagainsteachposition.
1. Even before it reaches the surface of the earth, | Structure of the answer:
more than 75% of the incoming solar radiation is | Introduction:
reflected into space. Give abrief definition of theterm"heatbudget.”
2. Convectiorreturnsmostof the solarenergythat Body:
the earth's surface absorbs to space. First, mentionthatthe earthdoesnot accumulate
Which of the abovestatementsrecorrect? or lose heat because the sun is a constant s
of energy It keepsdts temperatureonstantThis
a. lonly is commonly referred to as the eartthieat
b. 2 only budget or heat balance. Only when the heat
c. Both 1and by the earththroughterrestrialradiationis equal
d. Neitherl nor2 to the heatreceivedn theform of insulationcan
Ans: d this occur.
_ Next, give a brief explanation of the vario
Explanation mechanisms that cause the atmosphere to
and cool.

Heat does not build up on Earth or escape from it.
It keeps its temperature constant. Assume that | N€xt discusshow life on Earthis madepossible
100% of the insolation reaches the top of the | bY the regulation of heat.

atmosphere. Before they even reach the surface of | onclusion:

the earth, about 35 units are reflected into space. | €oncludewith away forward.

Theearth's surfacabsorbs 51 ofhe remaining 65  Article: 15 June, 2024

units, with 14 ofthose units being absorbed by the  Tqpic: Government Bond Yield
atmospherelerrestriakadiationis the51 unitsthat
the earth emits back into space.

Of these, 34 are absorbed by the atmosphere (6 goyrce:indian Express
through direct absorption, 9 through convection

and turbulence, and 19 through latent heat of

condensation). Of these, 17 are directly radiated

into space.

Mains Model Questions

Relevance:GSPaper3i Economy

Q. The creation and maintenance of Earth's
habitableconditionsdepencheavilyontheplanet's
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10-year bond yield falls to near-one-year low on
RBI's record surplus dividend transfer to govt

e 2

L

Setorm g peice of sarpovane Barowin

Yield on the 30-yeur benchasark goverament security closed ot 570, Iy
lowest keved since June 6, 2025 LSEG data showed. The 10 vz bond yleld hizd
chomdd a1 6.98% oo Friday. Bond prices and yieids mowe Lrvwesely,

Lanal voeek. (e BT Lintideryo
1o 1o the govertune

# recoed-high susphus divadend of fx 2110k

Context

Thel0O-year bond yield recentlydroppedo alevel
almost one year below due to the RBI transferring
a record amount of surplus dividends to the
government.

| ABl's Balance Sheet (In Rs lakh-crare) [
| "dnrcf' 31 2023 .M.l'ch_l';', 2024 | Change |
TOTAL LIABILITIES 634 70.7 7.2
Tf_mrfrv;y 335 : 48 13 |
Puposits | 13.5 | 17.8 | a3 |
Othver Liabilities | 164 18.0 | 1.6
kTOTAl ASSETS | 634 70,7 |72
Foreign Currency Ass=ts | 422 18.0 |58 |
fGod 37 | a4 | o6 |
Pnvestment in Gavernment Securities | 141 | 13.6 | Ds
.v.r.s-n and Advances | 15 4.7 |12

| Sexare Rt

About the SovereignBond Yield (alsoknown as
the Government Bond Yield):

1 Itistheannualinterestrate thatanational
governmenbr othersovereignentity pays
to the bondholder.

1 In order toborrow money from investors
to pay for infrastructure improvements,
governmenspendingandotherbudgetary
requirements, these bonds are issued.

SOWVEREIGN GOLD EOND p—
sScCcHEMNME 2023 -24a
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Important Elements and Goals of Sovereign
Bond

1 Issuance and purpose:Debt instruments
issuedby a nationalgovernmentreknown
as sovereign bonds They facilitate
governmentsability to raise funds.

- Purchasing a sovereign bond
essentially giving the governmenti
loan.

1 Risk-Free Assets: Because soverei
bondsarebackedby thegovernmentissuir
them, they are frequently regarded as-
free assets.

- Governmentsdo not include credit
risk in their valuationbecauseheycar
alwaysprint moremoneyto pay off the
bonds when they mature.

{1 Calculation of Yield: The interest ra
given to bondholders is the yield on a
sovereign bond. It has an annua
percentagexpresseqh it.

- It shows theprofit an investor makes
when they keep the bond until i
matures.

Elements Having an Bond

Productivity

Impact on

1 Creditworthiness: The yield is impacted
by the issuinggovernment's credit risk
rating.

- Lower yields are typically found in
stronger economies and more stable
political environments.

1 Currency ExchangeRate Risk: Theyield
is affected by the issuing currency's valje
on the exchange market.

1 Local Interest Rates: The nation's current
interest rates are relevant.

1 Credit Ratings: Sovereign bonds'
creditworthiness is evaluated bl
international credit rating agencies like
Moody's, Standard & Poor's, and Fitch.

+91 9880486671
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- Theytake into account variables sud
as GDP growth, default history, per
capita income, inflation rate, external
debts, and domestic economic
development.

1 Risk Premium: A commonindicatorof the
risk premium given to corporations is the
difference between the yields on sovereign
bonds and the yields on highigted
corporate bonds.

Effects of Bond Yield Declining

1 This primarily affectslower borrowing
costs within the economy, foreign
investment, and crude oil prices among
other things.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.rbi.org.in/commonman/english/scr
ipts/FAQs.aspx?1d=1658

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) Scheme

1. TheReserveBankof India (RBI) issuesSGBsas
government securities on behalf of the Indian
government.

2. SGBs have a basic unit of 1 gram and are
expressed in grams of gold.

3. ThelncomeTax Act of 1961'sprovisionsdo not
apply to interest received on SGBs.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

Only one
Only two
All three
None

oo op

Ans: b
Explanation

Under the Gold Monetization Scheme, thdian
government introduced SGBs in 2015.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

Government securities known as SGBs are iss

by the RBI on behalf of the Indian governmerijt.

They serve as an alternative to actually holdi
gold.

SGBshavea baseunit of 1 gramandaremeasured
in grams of gold.

ThelncomeTaxAct of 1961 'sprovisionswillapply
to the taxation of interest on Gold Bonds.

Mains Model Questions

Q. The Sovereign Gold Scheme (SGS) intends
mobilize unused gold held by households a
institutionsandoffer adifferentway for individuals
to invest in goldCritically analyse.

Key Demand of the question:

To write a thorough analysis of the advant:
and disadvantages of the Sovereign Gold E
Scheme.

Directive:

Critically analyse: When asked to analyze, y
should dissect the topic's structure or nature
breakingit down into its constituentpartsand
summarizinghem.When"critically" isaddedo
a directive, it means that the subject matter

should be evaluated objectively, taking into

account both its advantages and disadvanta
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Write afew sentences providingnoverviewof

the Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme.

Body:

Write aboutthescheme'&ey featuredirst in the
body.

Next, describe its achievements, such as
fostering financial inclusion, yielding interest
guaranteein security and providing tax
advantages, amonc others
Write about its shortcomings next, including
lack of liquidity andpotentialexposuréo marke
and interest rate risks.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 15t June, 2024
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Topic: 46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative 1 The Antarctic Treaty (1959) and the

Meeting (ATCM -46) Madrid Protocol (1991), which adds

environmental protection to the Antarctic

Treaty, were reaffirmed by the Partigds

Source:PIB during the event.

Additional information
1 The annual gatherings of the ATCM and
s (AT CA-46} amt T 36 Garitos an Emworvrenial Pricacion (CE CEP, two significant international
arv o g forums for Antarctic affairs, set collective

P i R and coordinated dialogue and actign

towards preserving
pristine and fragile ecosystems.

1 This year, another working group talked
about creating a framework for tourism i
thesouthern White Continent.

1 The Parties approved 17 updated and n
management plans fa&xSPAs (Antarctic

Relevance:GSPaperScience& Technology

-

(D
=

Context Specially Protected Areas) on the CEP's
 The 46th Antarctic Treaty Consultative advice

Meeting (ATCM-46) and the 26th 1 In an attempt toreduce the danger of

Committee on Environmental Protection highly pathogenic aviar.1 .irlfll.Jenza, the

(CEP-26) werebothsuccessfullyhostedby ATCM also promoted initiatives taise

India. more renewable energy sourcesnd to

—h

guarantee the strict application @
biosecurity protocols.
Importance of Antarctic Research
1 Global Warming and Climate Change:
An importantfactorin controlling Earth's
climate is Antarctica. Scientists are bette
a able to comprehend the dynamics of sga
Ky, L gt
% TY consO™ o Ieyel rise, ice mt_altlng, and the e.ffects of
”4)'3024 o NOON climate change in the polar regions and
About beyond thanks to research.
1 Ozone Layer Depletion: Research in
Antarctica tracks the ozone layer's
recovery and provides assess the

3 \\Q%‘ ANV

1 With assistancérom the Antarctic Treaty
Secretariatt based in Argentina, the
Ministry of Earth Sciences hosted the

ATCM-46 and CER26 through the effectiveness of international

National Centre for Polar and Ocean agreements  such as  the Montreal

Research (NCPOR), Goa Protocol, in addressing ozorgepleting
’ substances.

1 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakamd a Sanskrit _ _
phrase meaninone Earth, one family, 1 SpaceAnalog: Becausef its harshclimate

one future”d was the overarching theme and isolation, Antarctica is a great place fo
of ATCM-46 study the difficulties that humans may

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT +91 9880486671
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encounter on upcoming space missions of the Antarctic environment and related
like those to Mars. ecosystems.

1 Scientific Discovery Finding meteorites, The Madrid Protocol was ratified by Indig
ancient organism fossils, amaformation in 1998.
about Earth's geologicalpastareall made 1 The fact that India is a member of both the

possible by Antarctica. Scientific  Committee of Antarctica

Research (SCAR) and the Council ¢f

ANTARCTIC TREATY Managers of the National Antarcti¢
Total Number of Countries involved: 54 Programme (COMNAP) demonstrates ﬂ e

Asliloniall U RO important place that India occupies among

thecountriesengagedn Antarcticresearch.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

Military activities Free exchange of Any territorial —Lg—htt S:// Overnment.economictimes.indiatimeS.C

and weapons testing ientifi scientific plans claims in Antarctica

are prohibited resean among Treaty nations will be on hold Om/neWS/[ !Ol IC!/IndIa‘an nou ncesat-46th—atCm-

and-cep-26-plans-to-setup-antarctic-research
station-maitri -ii/110597209

Nuclear explosions All stations and National laws only Parties shall meet
and nuclear waste equipment shall be  apply to citizens, not periodically to

disposal are banned open to inspection to areas in Antarctica discuss measures Prellms Practlce Questlons

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
ST e A\Ntarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM).

no illegal activities by the International be modified by legally ratified by any
are carried out Court of Justice unanimous vote  nation wishing to join

1.1t is essential to preserving Antarctica's delicdte
Antarctica and India ecosystem and advancing regional scientific
1 Antarctic Treaty: The region south of inquiry.
60°S latitude is covered by the treaty. The 2. Kochi is hosting the 46th Antarctic Treaty

goal of the1959 signing ceremony in Consultative Meeting (ATCM).

Washington, D.C was the 3. According to the Antarctic Treaty System, it is
demilitarization of Antarctica. held once a year.
1 The Antarctic environment iprotected Which of theabovestatements areorrect?
and preservedby theCanentllon o.n.the a. Onlyone
Conservationof Antarctic Marine Living b. Onlytwo
Resources(CQAMLR), Whlchwa55|gped o Al three
in Canberra in 1980. Its main goal is to d. None

preserveandconserveAntarcticmarinelife
resources. Ans: c
- IndiaapprovedCCAMLR in 1985.

] i Explanation
9 Madrid Protocol: In 1991, Madrid hosted
thesigningof theMadrid Protocol whichis Supporting scientific research in the regiand
the Protocol on the Environmental preserving Antarctica's delicate ecosystem depéend
Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. It heavily on the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
seeks to fortify the framework of the  Meeting (ATCM).
Antarctic Treaty and create an -all Kochi is hosting the 46th Antarctic Treat

encompassing regime for the preservation ~ Consultative Meeting (ATCM) from May 260,
2024. The Union Ministry of Earth Sciences
DELTHYDT B& L ORBUNET TPT +91 9880486671
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oversees the National Centre for Polar and Ocean

Research, an independent research organization,
which serves as its host.

Under the terms of the Antarctic Treaty System, it
meets once a year.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Global climate change and human livelihoods
are significantly impacted by the melting of ice
sheetsOneof themostimportantthingswe cando

to mitigatethe effectsof climatechangeandensure
asustainable futures to addresshe meltingof ice
sheetsAnalyse.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the effectsf ice sheet melting
and possible solutions.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, yooust
dissect the topic into its constituent parts i
providea summaryof each carefully examining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definean icesheefirst.

Body:

Write first about the different reasons why
sheets are melting all over the world.Wr
about the effects of the aforementioned, suc
sea level rise, ecosystem disruption,
socioeconomic repercussions, next.

Next, list the actions required to overcome
above.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT +91 9880486671
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PRAGNYA BHARATHI:
Article: 2" June, 2024
Topic: Indian Weavespromoting sustainability

Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Inclusive Growth

Source:Yojana

PROMOTING SUSTAINABILITY

:a

Today, as the world embraces su bility as a guiding principle, the
significance of Indian weaves has only maguoified, and at the forefront of
this movement stands the Cotton Corporation of India (CC1), playing a
pivotal role in ensuring the sustainability of cotton farming and weaving
practices. The introduction of the 'Kasturi Cotton Bharat” brand, with its
end-to-end traceability using blockchaln technology, ks a groundbreaking
initiative, setting a new standard for transparency in the cotton textile
value chain to uplift the valuation of Indian cotton and promote the rich
textile beritage of India by combining truditional craftsmanship with a
touch of huxury.

otton hokdy wmmense Mgnficance  miticns bul have ahe untaned  Wvelhoods

= dedia, 0ot Ul o 8 ouclel  PWDCUWl I rerdl aeeas

commercil (rep Byt #h0 » ¢ Inse Bowsts & e legecy of weavng that
" N

verebal of the country’s rich sewtd dares back thouands of yearn. Each region of the
hetitage e at an enblem of tadition, sithtry,  coumry has @ omn divtest wesvin on\
caatactersed Dy unique techngues, moofy
darmtunies, Indian wesses have not only adomest  and materias. Fiam the mticate biocade of

and sustalnatifity, Waes a rich hentage paming

YOIANA ...-.-.';,.

Context

1 The innate ecofriendliness of Indian
weavessets them apart in theursuit of
sustainability.

About

1 Indian weavers havelong employed
natural fibers, such asvool, cotton, silk,
and jute, that are sourced locally and
processed usindime-honored methods
that have the leastegative effects on the
environment.

9 These fibers, as opposed to synthetic ones
that contribute tgollution and resource
depletion, arerenewable, biodegradable,
and support biodiversity.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT
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Fiber
Natural Fiber Man-made Fiber
Natural Nt Petsrsl Vararat Fogereras: Syrrrets Oter navrate
Vegeiarie Anera “twr narnats % be -y tvade b

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

1 Indian traditional weaving techniques
sustain local communities by giving
millions of artisand especially in rural
area® a means of subsistence.

1 Purchasing ecefriendly clothing that
uses Indian weaves contributes to the
welfare of the artisans and helps to
preserve these crafts.

S‘L‘l

.'-‘1‘| _“. {

£ 1 Bugy

Choosing local products will help in developing the local markets,
provide support 1o waavers and will create employment and will
help in the overall development of the domestic economy.

Lel's support owr weavers Dy purchasing our country's finest
handioom products and let’s promole them together by sharing
them to the whole world with the hashiags below

1 In keeping with the global embrace df
sustainability, theCotton Corporation of
India (CCIl) plays a critical role in
guaranteeing the sustainability of cottgn
farming and weaving practices.

- The Cotton Corporation of India
(CCl) protects farmers' financia
interests from market volatility by
acting as a central organization that
oversees the Minimum Support Prige
operations for cotton.

+91 9880486671
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- Its leaders'initiatives to advance
sustainability by showcasing Indian
weavers have contributed to the global
adoption of sustainable practices.

- International Operations: CCI is
present in important  cotton-
producing nations like Australia,
Brazil, and the United States.It also
maintains offices inKolkata, Delhi,
Mumbai, and other important textile
hubs.

Requirements of the cotton crop

Ideal climatic conditions

= High temperature (ideally 30 °C)
* Long vegetation period

* Ample sunshine

* Dry climate

* Min. 500 mm rainfall or Irrigation

Ideal soil conditions Crop development

* Deep soils * Strong root growth in first two weeks

* Heavy clay soils, ideally black * Natural bud shedding (only approx. 1/3
cotton solls (vertisols) of flowers develop bolls)

* No waterlogging * Plant compensates for damage through

Increased growth

e WA FUR M fafmes
U AN TE W (YT SRR R JERR, WA S 6 S
The Cotton Corporation of India Ltd.

A Mmi Rafna Comparty
CCl © of Inda undertakmg, Under Muustry of Textides. CIN | U5 HSGMHI970GOI014733)

Obstaclesfor Indian Weaves:

1 Competition  from massproduced
textiles: Both locally and globally,
traditional Indian weaves are up against
fierce competition fromless expensive,
massproduced textiles.

1 Lack of infrastructure: A lack of
dependable power supplies, transportation
options, and access to contemporary
equipmentimits the productivity of many
weaving communities.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

M A decrease in the number of skilled

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

weaversandathreatto thesurvivalof these
crafts are the results ofyounger
generations' growing lack of interestin
pursuing traditional weaving methods.
Economicviability: Poorpayandirregular
income are major issues for weaving
communities, making it hard for them t
make investments imodernizing their
methods and maintain a standard of
living.

Market accessibility: Indian weaves are
less widely available due to Eck of
domestic and international market
accessibility which also limits their
potential for expansion and financig
success.

Sustainability concerns: The
sustainability of Indian weaving IS
threatened by environmental problems
like excessive water use, chemical
pollution, and unsustainable farming
methods. As a result, efforts must be magde
to switch to more environmentally
friendly production techniques.

With the launch of "Kasturi Cotton
Bharat," blockchaintechnologyis usedo
presentinovelmethod of transparencyin
the cotton textile sector.

Through theintegration of traditional
craftsmanship with opulent elements, thig
initiative seeks topromote India's rich
textile heritage and increase the value of
Indian cotton.

\—J

+919880486671
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Kasturi Cotton Bharat Brand:

» [tis a joint initiative by the Ministry of Textiles,
the Cotton Corporation of India, Trade Bodies &
Industry to work on the principle of self-regulation
by owning complete responsibility of Branding,
Traceability and Certification of Indian Cotton.

o |is website provides a digital platform for
necessary information and updates on these
initiatives and highlights the registration process
for ginners to produce the Kasturi Cotton Bharat
Brand and its processes that make the branded
Indian cotton unique.

Conclusion

In thefaceof severeenvironmental problems, the
CClI's initiatives, whichcombine sustainability,
innovation, and tradition, offer hope. By
protectingIndia’'s rich history of weaving and
supporting regional artists, CCl creates a model
for a more optimistic and environmentally
conscious  future It demonstrates the
transformative power of promoting sustainable
Indian craftsmanship through collaborations and
campaigns.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://cotcorp.orqg.in/?AspxAutoDetectCookie
Support=1

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. Kasturi Cotton By managing certification,
traceability,andbranding Bharatseekdo increase

the competitiveness of Indian cotton on the

internationalstagewhile prioritizing sustainability
and the interests of all parties involved.

2. The world's largest cottegrowing region is in
India.

3. Only India cultivates all four of the cultivated
cotton species worldwide.
4. Indian cotton is of lower quality than cotton
grown in other countries.

How manyof the abovestatementsrecorrect?

Only one

Only two

Only three

. All four

DELT HYDi1 B 6 L ORBUNET TPT
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Ans: c
Explanation
The Cotton Corporation of India, trad

associations, the industry, and the Ministry

1Y%

Df

Textiles have all launched the website Kastliri

Cotton Bharat. By managing certificatiorn
traceability, and branding, it seeks to increase
competitiveness of Indian cotton on
international stagevhile prioritizing sustainability
and the interests of all parties concerned.

With 120.69 lakh hectares under cultivation
roughly 36% of the world's 333 lakh hectayes
India ranked first in the world for cotton acreag
according to the Ministry of Textiles. India's to
cottonproducing state is Gujarat.

Gossypium arboreum (tree cottonBossypium
herbaceum (herb cotton), Gossypium hirsutu
(uplandcotton),and Gossypiumbarbadenséima
cotton)arethefour specief cultivatedcottonthat
are only grown in India.
Indian cottonis highly soughtafterglobally dueto
its reputation for superior quality. After Ching
India is the world's secoddrgest producer of
cotton.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Analyse the elements influencing India'
declining cotton production and suggest practic
ways to buck the trend, protecting cotton growe
livelihoods and sustainability.

Key Demandof the question:
To assess the causes of the drop in cattd
productionandoffer workablesolutionswith an
emphasis on livelihood support and
sustainability.
Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus

providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

+919880486671
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Givethebackgrounaf therecentdropin cotton
production

Body:

Write first about the causes of the decling
cotton production, including insect infestatio
changing climatic conditions, antiquat
agricultural methods, difficulties in the mark
etc.

Write about the steps taken to overcome
decline after that.

adoptionof pestresistantottoncultivars,
bolstering of market connections, and
availability of reasonabl@ricesfor farmers,
among other things.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 2" June, 2024

Topic: World No TobaccoDay 2024
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Health
Source:PIB

Context

1 On May 31, 2024, th#linistry of Health
and Family Welfare held a celebration
honor ofWorld No Tobacco Day.

,.‘... ._|

Gwisawn of
Implementation Manual on
Tobacco Free Educational Institutions
(ToFEl)

on
World No Tobacco Day
I May, 2024

€

DepmTrest of BIwad boucusun &

Liacecy OOSAALL
Mirdutry of Exbaeatiin, .

-
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Harm from Tobaccoin India

Consequence$rom tobaccoconsumption:

ational Tobacco

No: of sticks consumed per person per month
o

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

1 India has thesecondhighest number of

tobacco usersworldwide, after China,
according to estimates fro@016 20170
nearly 26 crore.
According to aWHO study, diseases and
tobacco userelated early deaths cost
India 1% of its GDP.
Furthermore, because tobaccaisorbed
through the skin and can result in a
number of diseases, the healthover 60
lakh workers in the tobacco industry is
also at risk.
1 Health burden: Accordingto a2021study,
thenators uf f ered a | os
lakh crore as a result of tobacco's effect
on the health of its consumers in fiszal
year 20172018.
Degradation of the environment: This
crop is extremely erosive and quickly
uses up soil nutrients The need for more
fertilizers as a resultdeteriorates the
quality of the soil even more.
Economicburden: Theabsencedecreased
productivity, and early deaths irhe
workforce caused bytobaccorelated
illnesseshave an effect on the economy.
- It is estimated that thannual cost of
cleaning up tobaccowasteis closeto
6 , Brérer

n of monthly consumption of bidi and cigarettes between

Program (NTCP) districts and non-NTCP districts

Comparso

Contro

Monthly consumption of bidi
sticks in NTCP districts

Monthly consumption of bidi
sticks in non-NTCP districts

Monthly consumption of cigarette
sticks in NTCP districts

Monthly consumption of cigarette
sticks in non-NTCP districts

1993-2000 2004-2005 2011-2012

+919880486671
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Trends In Relative Income Price (RIP) for cigarettes and
smokeless tobacco
RIP shows % of per capita GOP required o
purchase o fixed amount of product (In this
Cigarette case: 100 packs of clgarettes or 100 packs
of smokeless tobacco of 100g each)

10 =

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Trends in tobacco usage in different population groups

50
M Period 1 WM Period 2

40 [~

30 I~

@
oo
"
=
& 20
-E;L B "
10 8 ]

0 - A 4 4 l
Tobacco usage | Tobacco usage Tobacco usage Tobacco usage
in students In people above | in men above inwomen above
age 13-15 15 years of age 15 years of age 15 years of age
(2003 vs 2019, (2009-10 vs 2016~ | (2015-16v5 2019-| (2015-16 vs 2019
from GYTS) 17, from GATS) 21, from NFHS) 21, lrom NFHS)

Survey
GovernmentMeasures

1 The FCTC, or Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control is governing
measuresTheFCTCwasintroducedoy the
WHO in 2005, and India is one of the 168
signatories. It seeks to lower tobacco use
globally by assisting nations in creating
plansto cut back on supply and demand.

1 There arethirty -three sectionsin the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products
(Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply, and Distribution)
Act (COTPA) 2003 that regulate the

manufacturing, advertisement,
distribution, and consumption of
tobacco.

1 India introduced theNational Tobacco
Control Program (NTCP) in 2007. Its
goalsareto helppeoplestopusingtobacco,
raiseawarenesf the dangersof tobacco

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

Issueswith India's tobaccocontrol policies

1

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

use andenhanceheway that COTPAand
FCTC are implemented.

The 2019 Electronic Cigarette
Prohibition Bill forbids themanufacture,
import, export, transportation, sale,
distribution, storage, and advertising of
electronic cigarettes.

India alsouses tobacco taxationa widely
recognized strategy for successfully
reducing tobacco use.

Inadequate Penalties: The maximum fine
for a first-time packaging infraction is
5, ,a0dGhe fines for breakingOTPA
regulations have not been updated since
2003.
Non-compliance with Packaging
Guidelines: The Cigarettes and Other
Tobacco Products Act (COTPA)
packaging regulations are frequently
broken by products that don't include
smoke.
Although direct advertisements are
prohibited, the COTPA is ambiguous
when it comes to indirect advertisements,
permitting surrogate advertisements
(suchasusing elaichito promote tobacco
brands).
NTCP ineffectiveness: A 2018 study
discoverecdho discerniblevariation in bidi
or cigarette consumption between
districts enrolled in and excluded from the
National Tobacco Control Program
(NTCP).
Avoidance Strategies: Tobacco
corporationsavoid payingtaxesby making
purchases in countries with lower tax ratgs
and by taking part in unlawful operation
like counterfeiting, smuggling, and illegal
manufacturing.
Tobacco Affordability: Over time,
tobacco products have become more

+91 9880486671
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affordable due to low tobacco taxeshat Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?
have not kept up with increases in income. a. 13,25
1 Government and Industry Ties: One b. 2,3,4
example of a conflict of interest is the c. 1,24
Central government's 7.8% ownership d. 4and5

stake in ITC Ltd., the largest tobacco
company in India, as well as government
officials' interactions with the tobacco Explanation

Ans: d

industry. The native crop of the American continentis
Way Ahead
The COTPA, PECA, and NTCP off tobacco.

1 € ' » an ° .er a It was the Portuguese who introduced tobacco tp
robust  framework for effectively India
regulatlng_ the productu_nn apd Thestatethatproduceshemosttobaccas Andhra
consumption of tobacco in India. Pradesh
However, they must be applied with more India is the seconthrgest tobacco producer in the
rigor.

N world.

T In addition, .thetalx on tobacco prqducts WHO conducts a globaurvey on adult tobacco
must be raised in accordance wiBDP use
growth, |n.flat|on, and FCTC Mains Model Questions
recommendations.

i Addmona”y’ current data is required to Q. Restricting the ava||ab|||ty of tobacco prOdUCtS
addresshetobaccandustry,which adjusts can exacerbate resistance rather than prevent if. A
its sales tactics based on easily accessible Nhational tobacco control policy with an emphagis
sales trends, in order t@omprehend onchildrenis desperatelyeededn India.Discuss.

tobacco use trends.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

Key Demand of the question:

https://www.thehindu.com/scitech/health/the To write aboutTobaccaoandits issues
tobaccoepidemicin- Directive:
india/article68233803.ece#:~:text=Tobacco%20 Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
iIs%20the%20most,an%20estimate%20in%202 thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
016%2D2017 specifics of the issues at hand and carefully

considering each one of them. You have tp

Prelims Practice Questions i _ -
provideargumentgor andagainstachposition.

Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding Structure of the answer:

Tobacco Introduction:

1. Portugal's native crop Iis tobacco. Seglnwnh thecontext.
ody:

2. The Americansintroducedtobaccoto India.
3. The biggesttobacceproducingstateis Gujarat.
4. India is the secontargest tobacco producer in

Write aboutTobaccaoandits harm.
Then, mention the government measureg {o
combat tobacco and describe briefly abjoyt

the world. _ )
5. WHO conductsthe Global Tobacco Adult Natlonal_ To.bacco Control Policy.
Survey. Conclusmn..
Concludewith away forward.
DELTHYDT B6 L ORBUNET TPT +919880486671
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Article: 2" June, 2024

Topic: Blaming court vacation for pendency
misses the real problem

Relevance:GSPaper2i Judiciary

Source: ThelndianExpress

Blaming court vacation for pendency
misses the real problem

her s P—
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Context

A member of thePrime Minister's Economic

Advisory Council made a casual comment that

sparked a new discussion abqudges' vacation
and work schedules.

Problems with open positions and inadequate

infrastructure / Current issues:

1 Judges and courtsare overworked due to

an abundance of government litigation,
new laws that increase their workload,
and the growing volume of lawsuitsn a
variety of fields.

1 Infrastructure Deficits:
support staff shortages, with 26%

Courtroom and

support staff shortageon average across

the country. Theefficient handling of
cases is hampered by
infrastructure.

inadequate

1 Quality Shortfalls: Procedural delays and

lessthanideal

issue worse.
DELTHYDT B6 L ORBUNET TPT

results are caused by
lawyers' and judges' uneven language
and legal knowledge Protracted court
cases, paper records, and rulings make the

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

1 Vacancy Crisis: There is asevere lack of
judges in many courts both highercourts
and lower courts. On average, there g
22% of vacancies in lower courts and
30% in higher courts. Some states, like
Meghalayaand Bihar, havehadmorethan
30%of openpositionsfor more than three
years.

1 Inadequateadministrative assistanceand
antiquated protocolsinder the effective

administration of cases and court
functions.
A RECORD 6,000 VACANCIES ]
| Vacancies in suberdinate courts Vacancies in subordinate coorts ;’;ﬁmmm"
ey s:.::;d Vecanges| Iy | Northeast 5*;_‘;‘:’ wanie W% | 3600
Rihar 152% 5 | 6% | wgnalma W 8 ow | o
sanctioned 109
ue 004 1M Q% | weram 3] n 2% | posts vacant)
D‘:“ z N (W% | amachal B8 1 3ew | SCvacancies
M 1 e s m‘
Tamdl Nad. 1257 Ml s ¥ » - v L}.- oot
2 - S n ] 1% 2
Gujarat 1511 | XN Shatheend
Kamataka | 1303 nS | 2% | Magand | M 130w | eosswecad
Tripura 107 3 Laow |
Judicial
Vacancy
Wormen Less Judges

Lack of Issues in
: o Pendenc
::r’]rf\éswal Judiciary of Casesy
Issue of Availability, a3
Affordapilj!y % 2 pac::i‘rtistlnllgnt of
Accessibility Judicial Jﬁgges
Overreach
What actionsare possible?
1 Addressing Vacancies: To reduce
workload  pressures, expedite

representation in per population

Higher Judiciary

appointment process foopen judicial
positions and work toward achieving full
complement in courts.

1 To guarantee
proficiency of legal professionals, se
higher standards for judicial appointmen
and legal practice.
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To help judges with case management and
administrative  duties, establish
Permanent Administrative Secretariats
(PAS) underthedirectionof certified court

managers.
Invest in Infrastructure: To improve
efficiency and  streamline  court

procedures add more courtrooms, recruit
more support personnel, and spend money
on technology.

Give thecourts enough fundingso they
canupgradeheirfacilities, strengthertheir
administrativecapacities, anthcreasethe
efficiency with which justice is delivered.
Make Judicial Reform a Priority:
Implement extensive judicial reforms to
address systemic problems, expedite
procedures, andimprove everyone's
access to the legal system.

To expedite case resolution and reduce
backlog, implement specialized courts,
pretrial mediation, and other forms of
alternative dispute resolution.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.ndtvprofit.com/opinion/whats-

choking-the-indian-judiciary

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. The presidentappoints the justices of the
Supreme Court.
2. The Governor appoints the judges of the High

Court.

Which of theabovestatementsareincorrect?

Ans: b

oo oW

1only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

Explanation

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

The president appoints thastices ofthe Supreme
Court. Thepresidenappointshechiefjusticeafter
conferring with the Supreme Court and any oth
high court judges he thinks appropriate.

The President appoints the judges of a high co
The governor of the state in question and the cH
justice of India are consulted before the presids
appoints the chief justice.

The chief justice of the relevant high court is al
consulted when appointing new judges.

Mains Model Questions

Q. It is essential to reform the Indian judiciary

[
order to maintain the rule of law, improve pubIE

trust, and guarantee prompt and efficient delive
of justice.Analyse.

Key Demand of the question:

To write aboutthe needfor and strategiesfor
judicial reform in India.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus
dissect the topic into its constituent parts
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Givethe backgroundf thejudicial reforms
Body:

Write first about India's need for judicial
reforms. List all of the problems facing the
Indianjudiciaryin detail. Useexamplesandfacts
to support your claims.

Write next about the changes that musniee
to ensurghatthelndianjudiciaryis accountable
effective, and efficient.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 2" June, 2024

Topic: India- JapanWorking group on Counter
Terrorism

Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationalRelations

Source:mea.gov.in
+91 9880486671
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Context

1 The Joint Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism between India and Japan
convened for the sixth time in New Delhi.

About

1 The views of both parties regarding the
threats posed by terrorism in their
respective  areas, particularlystate
sponsored crossborder terrorism in the
Asian region, were discussed.

1 Thetwo partiesevaluateccounterterrorism
challenges, such as terrorists' usenetw
and developing technologigs terrorists'
improperuseof theinternet,radicalization,
and financing of terrorism.

1 During the meeting, topics including
narco-terror networks, organized crime,
and combating financing of terrorism
were also covered.

1 The importance of enhancing
counterterrorism  cooperation  through
information sharing, training programs
and exercises, capacity building,and
collaboration at multilateral fora like the
UN, Financial Action Task Force, and
QUAD was stressed by both parties.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT
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Financial Action Task Force

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

The Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (QUAD)

What Is The Quad?

The Quad, officially the Quadrilateral w

Security Dialogue (QSD), is not a formal '

alliance. It is an informal strategic forum

comprising four maritime democracies: '
« INDIA

« Japan ‘

= Australia

* United States

%< quap / ©

&

What is meant byterrorism?

1 A variety of intricate dangers are include
in the category of terrorism, including
foreign terrorist fighters, radicalizétbne
wolves," organized terrorism in conflict
areas, and attacks involving explosive
chemical, biological, radiological, ang
nuclear materials.

1 It usually entails théntentional targeting
of civilians with the intention of inciting
fear.

1 Itis acomplicated andmultidimensional
phenomenonthatfrequentlyhasits rootsin
radical ideologies, extremism, or
sociopolitical grievances.

Difficulties in Combating Terrorism

1 Using Adaptive Methods: The tactics,

techniques, and procedures used by

+919880486671

22



2" June2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

terrorist groups to carry out attacks and
avoid detection are always changing.

1 Drone usage foterror attacks and the
crossborder trafficking of weapons and
drugs has significantly increased.

1 Nature Transnational: Since terrorism
frequentlycrossesationalboundariesit is
challenging forindividual countries to
address the threat effectively

1 Root Causes:Longterm solutions that go
beyondconventionakecuritymeasuresire
needed to address theore causes of
terrorism, which include political
grievances, poverty, inequality, and
extremist ideologies.

1 Human rights and civil liberties
concerns It is very difficult to strike a
balancebetweersecuritymeasureandthe
defense of civil liberties and human rights.

1 Ethical questions are raised by policies
like monitoring, arrests without charge,
and speech limitations.

1 Cyberterrorism: Terrorist recruitment,
propaganda, and coordination are made
possible by the internet.

1 Governments, tech companies, and civil
society groups must work together to
combat online radicalization and
terrorist narratives in cyberspace.

1 Resources and Financing: Because
terrorist networks oftenuse legitimate
financial institutions, money laundering
techniques,and unofficial channels it can
be difficult to identify and disrupt these
networks.

International Actions Conducted to Fight
Terrorism

1 UN Counterterrorism Framework: The
UN Security Council haspasseanumber
of resolutionghatestablisha setof rulesfor
taking action against terrorism. These
include stepsto stop the funding of

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

India's approachto combating terrorism
1 UAPA Amendment: In August 2019, the

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

terrorism, stop the inflow of foreign
fighters, and bolster border security.
TheFinancial Action Task Force (FATF)
is anintergovernmentadodythatadvocates
and establishes regulations aimed
countering the financing of terrorism
and money laundering.
- Member nations put the FATF
recommendations into practice bmlster
their counterterrorism financing and
anti-money laundering policies

The Global Counterterrorism Forum
(GCTF) is an international platform tha
fosters collaboration and initiatives
aimed at enhancing capacity in order
fortify counterterrorism endeavors acrog
borders.

Collaboration and Sharing of
Intelligence: Agreements for théilateral
and multilateral exchangeof intelligence

allow nations to share information abouit

terrorist threats, suspects, and activities.

Central Government added the ability to

at

designate someone as a terrorist to the

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). Only organizations could bsg

classified as terrorist organizations prior o

this amendment.

Zero-Tolerance Terrorism Policy: India
advocates for aero-tolerance approach
to combat terrorism and concentrates
creating a coordinated plan to stop it.
The National Investigation Agency is
India'scounterterrorisntaskforce,with the
authority tohandle terror-related crimes
in any state without the need for specia
state authorization.

- Following the 2008 Mumbai terror
attack, it was founded.

India's UNSC action plan: Indiaunveiled
an eight-point action plan in 2021 to

+919880486671
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commemoratéhe20th anniversary of UN
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution
1373.

Conclusion

1 Comprehensivecounterterrorism efforts
must addrespolitical and socioeconomic
grievances as well as counter
radicalization.

1 To combat cyberterrorism andstop
terrorists from using the internet for
propaganda and recruitment,
cooperation in cybersecurity is crucial.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.indianewsnetwork.com/en/202405
31/india-japan-discusscounter-terrorism -
explore-a-strengthenedpartnership-against
emerqgingthreats

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding

FATF Grey list

1. According to the FATF's assessment, these are
the nations that have not been able to stop

international money laundering and financing of
terrorism.

2. Pakistan has currently been on the FATF grey

list for the fifth year in a row.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor 2

oo op

Ans: a
Explanation

FATF keeps a "grey list" of nations under close
observationTheseareessentiallynationsthathave

been placed on a global watchlist for improper
according to the FATF's
assessment, they have failed to stop international

behavior because,

moneylaunderingandthe financing of terrorism.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT
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After four years, Pakistan was recently remov
from the Financial Action Task Force's (FATH
"grey list."
The Philippines, Syria, Yemen, the United Arg
Emirates, Uganda, Morocco, Jamaica, Cambod
Burkina Faso, and South Sudan are among
nations on the list, along with the tax havens
Barbados, Cayman Islands, and Panama.
Mains Model Questions

p—

b
a,
the
of

Q. How successful are international partnerships

and organizations in preventing the funding
terrorism around the world?

Key Demandof the question:
Towrite aboutglobalterrorism.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Describe “"terror financing” in  brief.

Justify the need to stop funding terrorism.
Examine how different international
organizations and partnerships contribute| t
preventing the funding of terrorism.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 2™ June, 2024

Topic: Climate Finance
Relevance:GSPaper3i ClimateChange
Source:oecd.org

@) OECD

CLIMATE CHANGE

Context
+91 9880486671
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1 The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)
estimates that in 2022, developed nations
will have contributed and raised ov&t00
billion in climate finance for developing
nations.

What Is w
the OECD -,"'“'

(Organization for ‘

Economic Cooperation
and Development)

« it is an association of 58 nationa in Europe,
&ip the Amesicas, and the Pacific

e alr‘. membes countres

formutate economic

ana social policien

» 1t alas cevedoping countries = Membors and ey
outside mambership and partners represont
promotes reform 0% of workd trade

,L;’v the balance
About

1 The report states that in 2022, developing

nations will receive $115.9 billion to
support climate action
1 About 80% of the total financial flow in

2022 came from public climate finance,

which was sourced fronboth bilateral
(from countries) and multilateral (from
organizations like the World Bank).

1 From$38 billion in 2013 to $91.6 billion
in 2022 this amount grew.

i Mitigation receivedhemajority of climate
money.

DELT HYDi1 B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

1 Of thetotal public climatefinancegivenas

Climate finance provided and mobilised by developed countries {in US dollarfs)

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

grantsjower-incomecountriesaccounted
for 64%, while lower-middle-income
countriesreceivedyrantsrepresentingnly
13% of the share.

What is Cllmate Finance?

T

| B %5
na
i
524

Theterm "climate finance" describes the
substantialfinancial outlays necessarfor
initiatives meanto lessen or prepare for
the effects of climate change.

Adaptation is the process oforeseeing
the negativeeffectsof climate changeand
taking the necessary steps to reduce
avoid the harm they may cause.
Mitigation is the process déssening the
effects of climate changéy lowering the
amount of greenhouse gases (GHG
released into the atmosphere.

Instances of climate finance include:lt
consists of grants frominternational
funds, market-driven and flexible loans
from financialinstitutions,sovereigngreen
bonds from national governments, ar
funds raised by carbon taxes and trading

CLIMATE FINANCE
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Chmate Finance Architecture in Indin

>

' Climate Finance

in India

India's Position

Relevance

1 Through their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC), Long-term
Climate Strategies (LTS), and National
Adaptation Plans (NAP), nationshaveset
forth aggressiveoalsto lower greenhouse
gas emissions and strengthen their
resistanceto the effectsof climatechange.

1 Nonetheless, arecent UNDP analysis

demonstratethatfundingcontinuedo bea The Path Ahead

major obstacle to developing nations'
efforts to accelerate climate action.

1 Because it will take significant
investments to move to alow-carbon
global economy climate finance is
essential to combating climate change.

Advancementsand Transformations

1 Both theKyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement require Parties with greater
financial resources tgrovide financial
support to those who are less wealthy and
more vulnerable.

1 Developing nations have contended that
wealthy countries ought to contribute
financially to combat climate change
becausé wasdueto the(now)richwo r | d 6 s
emissions over the last 150 years that
caused the climate problem in the first
place.

1 High-income nations were obligated to

give the developing world climate finance  a|so ReadTopics& Concepts:

under the 1994 United Nations

T

l

l

T
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Developed nations promised in 2009 fo
give developing nations$100 billion
annually by 2020.

The Green Climate Fund (GCF) was
created in 2010 and is a crucial channel |of
delivery.

This goalwasreaffirmedin the 2015 Paris
Agreementand wasextendeduntil 2025.

The only nation to submit a figure in thi
round of submissiods$l trillion
annuallyd for the amount of money tha
developed nations are required give to
developing nationsin order to meet the
new target is India.

India has proposedtan-year timeline for
this, with distinct annual mobilization
goalsfor every five-year interval.

vJ

Developed nations haveentered their
discussiongnoreonwho shouldcontribute
and how important it is toalign all
financial flows.

The glaring differences in theeeds and
goals of the various nationsthat have
contributed to and araffected by the
climate crisis in very different ways are
reflected in these differences in approach|
It is still importantto carefullyexaminethe
procedure to make sure that theoncepts
of justice and equity are properly taken
into account when implementing it.

It is critical that all governments and
interested parties comprehend,evaluate
and know how to mobilize the financia|
resources needed by developing nations.
The goal of resource provisionshould be
to strike a balance between mitigation
and adaptation.

Framework Convention on Climate https://www.hindustantimes.com/india
Change (UNFCCC). news/1159brclimate-finance-mobilised-in-

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

+91 9880486671

26


https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1159bn-climate-finance-mobilised-in-2022-says-oecd-experts-contest-claim-101717066891952.html#%3A~%3Atext%3DNew%20Delhi%3A%20Developed%20countries%20provided%2CDevelopment%20said%20on%20Wednesday%20%2D%2D
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/1159bn-climate-finance-mobilised-in-2022-says-oecd-experts-contest-claim-101717066891952.html#%3A~%3Atext%3DNew%20Delhi%3A%20Developed%20countries%20provided%2CDevelopment%20said%20on%20Wednesday%20%2D%2D

2" June2024

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

2022saysoecdexpertscontestclaim-
101717066891952.html#:~:text=New%20Delhi
%3A%20Developed%20countries%20provide
d,Development%20said%200n%20Wednesday
%20%2D%2D

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
National Determined Contribution (NDC)

1. India can only finance its NDC commitments
with international climate finance support.

2. By 2030, India wants to generate half of its
installedcapacityfor electricityfrom sourcesther
than fossil fuels.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and?
d. Neitherlnor2

=Y

Ans: b
Explanation

Althoughit is notthe only sourceof funding, India
intends to look to the international climate finance
community for assistance in financing its NDC
commitments. India intends to make use of both
domestiandforeignfundingsourcesn additionto

a mix of private and public investment.
By 2030, Indiawantsto achieve50%o0f its installed
capacity for electricity from nofossil fuetbased
energy sources, according to its NDC. This
objective is highly ambitious and will necessitate
large investments in energy efficiency, renewable
energy, and other lowarbon technologies.

Mains Model Questions

Q. What is the New Climate Finance Collective
Quantified Goal (NCQG)? In particular for the
most vulnerable countries that are
disproportionately impacted by climate change,
NCQG is essentialfor advancingclimate justice

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

and facilitating effective global climate action.
Discuss.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the NCQG and comprehend tt
crucial part that climate finance plays.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and caref
considering each one of them. You have
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write aboutthecomponentsguantumandother
features of NCQG first.

Write nexton therole thatclimatefinanceplays
in combating global warming.

Next, discuss the different barriers tf
developing nations face when trying to obt
climate finance.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

+91 9880486671
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Article: 39 June, 2024

Topic: Handloom Products of India: From
Local to Global

Relevance:GSPaper3i InclusiveGrowth

Source:Yojana

' HANDLOOM PRODUCTS OF INDIA:
FROM LOCAL'TO GLOBAL
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Context

1 In India, thehandloom industry is the
second most important unorganised
sector, after agriculture, employing ovér
million people.

1 With about 24 lakh looms it is also the
biggestcottageindustry in thenation.

1 Globalrecognitionhasbeenbestowedipon
Indian handloom products due to their
distinctiveness, longevity, quality, and
variety.

1 The exports of Indian handloom
products (measured in USD million)and
the export markets for these products are
displayed in the charts below.

l
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The observations from the chart are as

follows:

- Reliable Performance PreCovid:
From 201617 to 201920, exports of
Indian handloom products exceede
USD 300million annually. Thiswasa
strong performance.

- PostCovid Decline: Following the
start of the Covidl9 pandemic in
2020 21, exports saw a&harp 30%
decline.

- Partial Recoveryin 2021 2022: There
has been alight increasein export
numbers in2021 2022 but they have
not yet returned to pr€ovid levels.

- Important Export Markets: Indian
handloomgoods are in high demand i
more than 20 nations, mainly in th
Middle East and developed nations.

- US Market Dominance: In 2021
2022, theUS accounted for about
40% of the demand for Indian

handloom products exported to othe

countries, making it a significan
market for these products.

- The demand for Indian handloon
products is largely driven by
developed nations which is not
surprising giverthe productsappealn
affluent markets.

- Growing Demandin the Middle East:
Indian handloom products have
sizable market in the Middle East a
sign of their acceptance and populari
in a variety of cultural settings.

- Factors Driving Demand:
handloom products' distinctive
craftsmanship, cultural legacy, ecca
friendlinessandvisualappeaklresome
of the things that make them appealir
in foreign markets.

Over 60% of India's handloom exports

are home décor items like cushion cove

table and kitchen linens, curtains, bed

Indian
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linens, and so forth. Approximatetizirty
percent of the exports are mats and
mattings.

1 Mats, carpets, rugs, bed linens, cushion
covers, and other handloom items are
among the main items.

1 Karur, Panipat, Varanasi, and Kannur
are the main exporting cities. They
manufacturerangeof goods,suchasfloor
coverings, embroidered textiles, kitchen
linens, toilet linens, bed linens, and table
linens.

Thei | n dH aanmd | dmademark

1 It acts as amark of legitimacy and
assurance of qualityfor handloongoods.

1 Customers are guaranteed t®ceive
authentic products that are of superior
quality, freefrom defectsandwith minimal
environmental impact.

1 Through the introduction of the
"Handloom Mark,"” consumers can feel
secureknowingthathandloonproductsare
authentic.

1 With this initiative, Indian handwoven
products will have a distinct identity, and
exporters will be encouraged tuickly
acquire premium fabrics.

1 In addition,"India Handloom" has been
formally registeredinderthe Trade Marks
Act of 1999as a trademark.

Figure 2: Logo of 'India Handloom' Trade Mark
and Products cavered under the Trade Mark

IPR protection for Indian handloomproductsin
foreign markets:

1 The Designs Act of 2000 and the
Geographical Indications of Goods Act
of 1999providelndianhandloomproducers
with intellectual property (IP)
protection.

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

1 These laws aim to protect intellectual

property for handloom exportspoth
domestically and internationally.
Prospectivelnternational Opportunities:

91 Despite significant technological
advancements in th@oduction of
machinemadegoods Indianhandloom
products have new opportunities.

9 Sustainable productsare a major area of

interest for both buyers and sellers the
days.
1 The younger generation ig

environmentally aware and fashion
conscious andtheyfavor productghatare
fashionable without being harmful to th
environment.
1 Handwoven goods are
environmentallybenign.
Conclusion
Indian handloom goods are @mbination of
tradition and modernity. Over time, these
products' distinctive designs, high caliber, a
range helped carve outniche market in foreign
nations.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:
https://wipo.int/geo _indications/en/

distinctive,

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegardingGl
Tag

1. A product bearingheGI Tagis guaranteetb
be of the highest caliber.

2. A product must have a specific geographical
origin and itsuniquequalitiesmust stenfrom that
origin in order to qualify for a Gl tag.

3. Tamil Nadu'sJaderiNamakattrecently
received a Gl tag.

Which of theabove statemenggecorrect?

1lonly
2and3
land2
1,2,3

oo
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Ans: b

Explanation

A geographicaindication,or Gl tag, certifiesthat

a product comes from a particular place and has
distinct characteristics or a reputation associated
with that place. It doesn't always imply that the
item is of the greatest caliber. A product must
havea specificgeographicabrigin and itsunique
gualities must originate from that origin in order
to be eligible for a Gl tag. Tamil Nadu native
Jaderi Namakatti has lately received GI.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Isthemaingoalof the Geographicalndication
(GI) tag, which is to connect a product's
reputation, quality, and attributes to its place of
origin, being successfully fulfilled, in your
opinion? State your opinion.

Key Demand of the question:
To discuss the advantages and restrictiorl of
tag in writing.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Define aGl tagfirst.

Body:

Write a brief summary of the different factors
thataretakeninto accounteforeassigninga Gl
tag in the first section.

Write about the advantages of the Gl tag afte
that. Theseincludeprovidinglegalprotectionto
traditional products and their producers,
maintaining traditional knowledge and skills,
differentiating products on the market, and
driving up demand and prices for traditional
goods.

Write abouttheabove'drawbacksand
restrictions after that.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 3 June, 2024

-

Topic: Millet production stagnatesn India: RBI
annual report

Relevance:GS Paper31 Agriculture

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)
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Source:Businesd.ine
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Context

 The Reserve Bank of India's annual
report for 2023i 24 states that India is
experiencing aecline in millets' acreage
and production.

What are Millets?

1 They are known adlutri -cereals, millets
are a family ofsmall-grained cereal food
crops.

1 Many types of millets are producec
including Sorghum, Finger Millet,
Foxtail, Kodo, Barnyard, Proso, Little
Millet, Pearl Millets, and PseudoMillets
like amaranths and buckwheat.
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Conditions for Growing Millets

1 Climate: Millets canbe grownupto 2,100
metersabovesealevel in bothtropicaland
subtropical climates.

1 During growth, a mean temperature
range of 2629°C is ideal for healthy
development and high crop vyield.

1 Soil: Millet can withstand a range of soi|
conditions, from extremely poor to
extremely fertile andcantoleratea certain
degree of alkalinity.
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India's Millet Production

T

Theworld's largest producer of millet is
India. Roughly80% of Asia's and 20% of

the world's millet is produced there.

In 2020, thetwo millets grown in India,
Pearl Millet (Bajra) and Sorghum
(Jowar), will account for roughly 19% of
global production.

Rajasthan, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya
PradeshTamil Nadu,AndhraPradeshand
Uttarakhand are thmain states in India
that produce millet.

Advantages of Millets: Sustainable crops
Millets are resistant to climate change and
canbegrown with little assistanceon arid
fields.

Extremely nutrient-dense: millets have
15-20% dietary fiber, 2-5 percentfat, 65
75% carbs, and 7i 12% protein.

Benefits to Health: Millets are free of
gluten and allergies. Consuming millet
lowers cholesterol and C reactive
protein, therebypreventing cardiovascular
disease.

Decrease reliance on importsTheyare a
greatway for nationsto becomemore self
sufficient and lessdependentonimported
cereal grains.

Millet Map
{ of India _
n
I .
ot me=r &
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Causesof India's millet production stagnation

T

Poor productivity: China produced 3
tonnes of millets per hectardthiopia
produced 2.5 tonnes, aRiissiaproduced
1.5tonneslIndia producedl.4tonnes.

Low ConsumerAwarenessand Demand:
Farmers have less market incentives to
grow millets because there is little

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

consumer demandfor them, even though
they have nutritional advantages.
Socioeconomic FactorsMillet farming is
typically associated with  lower
socioeconomic groupsin many regions.
Growing milletsis discouragedor farmers
by this socioeconomic stigma.
AssistancePrograms Bias: Major cereals
like wheatand rice aregivenpreferencen
government support programs and
subsidies. Millets are less popular anc
financially supported than other plants.
Environmental Factors: Millets are
frequently grown insemtarid areas that
are susceptible toirregular rainfall,
protracted droughts, andothereventghat
could negatively impact millet yields.
Insufficient Researchand Development:
In comparison to othestaple crops like
rice and wheat, millethas received
comparativelyess funding for R&D.

Farmers now have less access to diseas¢

resistant and higlgielding millet varieties
as a result.

India's actionsto encouragethe
production of millet

International Year of Millets: India led
theeffort to havetheyear2023recognized
asthe "International Year of Millets" by
the UN General Assembly

The government is promoting th&gri-
Infrastructure  Fund  Scheme to
encourage farmers, FPOs, ar
entrepreneurs to takeadvantage of
interest-free loans up to 2 croredor the
establishment of primary millet processin
units.

Raising the Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) to Jowar, Bajra, and Ragi will

incentivize farmers to start millet farming.

been declared.

Production Linked Incentive Scheme:
Approved by the Ministry of Food
Processingindustries (MoFPI), the PLI

31
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Scheme for the Food Processing Industry
will benefit milletbased products and be
put into effect from 2022023 through

2026 2027.

Way Forward

1 Millets are adaptable grains that grow in
half the time ofwheat and require 70%
less water than rice offering several
advantages.

1 A focused effort to increase millets'
production and consumptiond whichare
high in carbohydrates, proteins, and
vitamin® has the potential to completely
alter the global food and health industry's
paradigm.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.thehindu.com/business/agri
business/mspdgor -kharif -and-rabi-crops-
ensuredminimum -return -of-50-over-costof-
production-in-202324-rbi/article68231562.ece
Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Millets

1. Thereareuniguenutritionalqualitiesto millet.
2. In India, only majorvarietiesof milletsare
grown.

3. Theareausedfor millet cultivationhas
decreased.

Which of theabove statementgecorrect?

1and3
2 only
1land2
1,2,3

oo

Ans: a

Explanation

Millets possessiniquenutritionalcharacteristics.
They have high levels of antioxidants,

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

micronutrientsdietaryfiber, andprotein.Thearea
used for millet cultivation has decreased.
India grows two varieties of millets: Major and
Minor. Sorghum, finger millet, and pearl millet
are three important millets. Foxtalil, little millet,
kodo,proso,andbarnyardmillet areexamplef
minor millets.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Millets have a great deal of potential to be| a
fundamental part of climatemart agriculture and
to provide benefits for food securind nutrition.
Elaborate.

Key Demand of the question:
To discuss the many advantages that millet
productionoffersin addressindood securityand
climate change.

Directive:

Elaborate- Explain indepth how and why it
happened, as well as the backgroung
information. When necessary, you must defing
important terms and support your definitigns
with pertinent anecdotes.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Startby providing background informatioabout
the resolution that was adopted by the UN
General Assembly designating 2023 as |the
International Year of Millets.
Body:

Write about how millets are a nutritional
powerhouse with an abundance of vitaming,
minerals, essential fatty acids, and othe
nutrients, and howheycan be grown with little
water and good soil fertility.
Mention how millets are significantly less
expensive than maize when used as a feedstqck
to produce bieethanol. Include the benefits to
the environment and food security.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 3 June, 2024

Topic: SEBI's ProposalRegarding Foreign
Investments and Indian Mutual Funds

-
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Relevance:GS Paper31 Economy

Source: TheHindu

Context

T

T

In order to make it easier fatomestic
mutual funds (MFs) to invest in their
foreign counterparts, arnit trusts (UTs),
which allocate a portion of their assets to
Indian securitiesSEBI has proposed a

framework.

o3
£ FOND
’i 5 ; A

About
Indian mutual funds are not specifically

allowedto investin foreign mutual fund
unitsthatareexposedo Indiansecurities.
But the whole point of investing abroad is
negatedf thefund hasalarge exposureto
Indian securities.
Additionally, compared to direct
investmentmadein Indian securities an
indirect investment made through a
(indirect) overseas investing instrument is
not costeffectivefor an endinvestor and
serves no purpose.

Regulatory machanism for Mutual Funds
XEAVN

The ProposedFramework's Need

l

According to SEBI, foreign funds find
Indian securities to be a compelling

investment opportunity.

As a result, a portion of the assets of
number of foreign indexes, exchange
traded funds (ETFs), mutual funds

(MFs), and unit trusts (UTs) have been
allocated to Indian securities.

By introducing "feeder funds,” which

invest in foreign instruments like (units)

MF, UTs, ETFs, and/or index funds,

Indian mutual funds diversify their

portfolios. In addition to diversification, it
makes international investing easier.

Pawers & Funitions of SERI
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Market
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Investigato

SEBI-floated proposals

l

Twenty per cent of their net assetss the
maximumamount that foreign instrument
can invest in India.

Additionally, Indian mutual funds need ftt
guarantee that eacforeign instrument
investor receives returns commensura
with their investment, without regard tc
hierarchy.

The overseas instrument would need to
overseen by an'officially appointed,
independent investment manager/fund
manager" who is "actively involved in
making all investment decisions for the
fund," according to the requirements fg
Indian mutual funds.

For the purpose of transparency, SEBI |i

also requesting that these foreign mutu
funds and units periodicallynake their
portfolios publicly available.

Additionally, it issues a warning agains
any advisory or businessagreement
existing betweenthe foreign mutual fund
and the Indian mutual fund.

Violating the 20% threshold
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1 The Indian mutual fund schemethat is
investing inthe foreign fund would enter a
six-monthobservanceeriod iftheoverseas
instrument exceeds the twenty percent
threshold.

1 The foreign fund will use this time to
rebalance its portfolio while staying
within the cap.

1 Thedomestianutualfundis notallowedto
make any new investmentsn the foreign
MF/UT during this period.

1 In the event that the portfolio isot
rebalanced during the observation
period, the Indian mutual fund has six
months to sell its foreign instrument
investment.

Way Forward

1 Indian investors can diversify their
portfolios by making investments in
foreign markets. Additionally, they offer
investment options in fields or industries
that might not be accessible in the Indian
listed market.

1 They are therefore a helpful tool for
producing sizablerisk-adjusted returns
and diversifying investor portfolios.
Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://indiacorplaw.in/2024/05/sebis
proposaltfor -indian-mutual-funds-and-
overseasinvestments.html
Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
Mutual Funds

1. It's a kind of financial instrument where a
numberof investorscontributemoneyto apoolthat

is thenusedto purchaseecuritiespondsandother
assets.

2. A team of individuals chosen by the investors
runs them.

Which of theabove statementsecorrect?

a. lonly
b. 2only

PRAGNYRSACADEMY

c. Bothland2
d. Neitherl nor2

Ans: a
Explanation

Mutual funds are a class of financial instrume
consisting of an investarollected pool of capital
used to purchase stocks, bonds, and other as
Professional money managers oversee
allocationof thefund'sasset@&ndmakeaneffort to
generate income for its investors.

Mains Model Questions

Key Demand of the question:
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and careful
considering each one of them. You have t
provideargumentdgor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Body:

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 3® June, 2024

Topic: Countries approve draft to improve
Organ transplantation

Relevance:GS Paper2 i Health

Source:Downto Earth

Wadd Meakth Assembly: Cowrtres approve doall Lo srgeare
ergas raneplaniatias sealabiity inciuding celle tususs

Context

1 Member states of thé7th World Health
Assembly adopteda draft resolutionon

nt

sets.
the

<
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increasing the availability of organs for
transplantation, including human cells
and tissues.

Important Points

1 Theresolutionassignedationsthe duty of
creating an international plan thatwould
be submitted for approval in 2026.

1 In an effortto increase public awareness
and donations it also promoted the
creation of a World Donor Day.

1 In order to assist the Secretariatin
creating and implementing the suggested
global strategy, the resolution urged the
director general to form an expert
committee in accordance with the
Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels
and Committees.

Organ Transplantation

1 The life-saving treatment for endstage
organ failure is organ transplantation.

1 It entails taking damaged or injured
tissues or organs out of a person's body
and replacing them with equivalent
tissues or organs from a donarand it is
theactof surgicalremovalof anorganfrom
one person and placing it into another
person.

1 Kidney transplantation was the first
successful organ transplantin history,
performed at Boston's Peter Brigham
Hospital in 1954 by David Hume and
Joseph Kelly.

1 On December 1, 1971, thast kidney
transplant in India took place at the
Christian Medical College in Vellore,
Tamil Nadu.

Information Analyéis

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)
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1 A press release from thé/orld Health
Organization stateghat,asof 2022,"more
than 150,000 solid
10 percent of global needs) are
performed worldwide annually, which is
an increaseof 52 percent compared with
2010." This information comes from the
Global Observatory on Donation and
Transplantation.

1 India performsl7,00G 18,000 solid organ
transplants annually, whichis thehighest
number in the world after the US and
China, but its transplantation rates pé
million people are still lower than those @
several highincome nations.

AssociatedActions

1 The National Organ Transplant
Programme is being carried out by the
Directorate General of Health Service
Governmenbf India, to trainpersonneand
encourage the donation of organs from
deceased individuals. The programme |is
being implemented in accordance with the
amendment Act.

—+ =

U

1 National Organization for Tissue and
Organ  Transplantation (NOTTO):
Established under the Directorate General
of Health Services, Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, Government of India
NOTTO is a national organization.
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1 India's legal systerwas established ke
Transplantation of Human Organs Act
(THOA), which was last revised in 2014.
The act permits orgaand tissue donations
from bothliving and deceased donors. The

act legalized brain death as a concept in

Indiaandmadethe saleof organsfor profit
a crime.
1 Challenges

Even though organ transplantation has

advancedn Indiaoverthe previous five to

six decades, especially in thefield of
nephrology, inclusion and equityremain
major concerns for a large number of
patients.

1 The use obrgans frondeceased donors is
not optimal for a variety of reasons,
including experiences with the health
care system, cultural and religious
beliefs,

1 The gap between the demand
transplants and current donation
encourages aimcrease in illegal activity.

1 Thecurrent legal systemleaves room for
illegal activity to flourish while makingthe
procesextremelydrawnout andtaxingfor
regular people.

1 Donation and transplantation activities
were severely impacted by the COVID
pandemic, witha focuson strategieaimed
at bolstering the resilience of healthcare
systems.

1 One of the main causes of organ
trafficking and human organ trafficking

for

is inadequate access to transplantation

therapies.
Suggestions
1 Although there has beersignificant
progress in transplantation in India,
there are stillmany people living with
chronic illnesses which makesiccessand
availability difficult.

rates

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

1 Therefore, early identification and
prevention of chronic illnessare crucial
aspects of organ transplantation.

1 In the public sectora robust diagnostics
infrastructure will be necessary for early
detection and screening.

1 In addition to raising awareness about
deceased organ donationthere needs to
be ongoing discussion on the moral a
legal implications of organ donation.

Also ReadTopics&
Conceptshttps://www.who.int/news/item/30
05-2024seventyseventhworld -health-
assembly--daily-update--30-may-2024

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding
National Organ Transplant Programme

1. The program will set up a system for the
distributionandprocuremenof organsandtissues
for transplantation.

2. Preventingorgantrafficking is oneof its
objectives for the poor and vulnerable.

Which of theabove statemengseincorrect?

1only

2 only
Both1and2
Neitherl nor2

oo ow

Ans: d
Explanation

Thegoalof NOTP isto encourag®rgandonation
and transplantation in every state and union
territory (UT).

The National Organ Transplant Programme is
being carried out by the Directorate General of
HealthServiced DGHS), Ministry of Healthand
Family Welfare.

Theprogram'sobjectivesare:

- to set upa systenfor thedistributionand
procurement of organs and tissues for
transplantation.
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- to encouragéhedonationof deceasedrgans
and tissues.

- In addition,to trainthe necessaryorkforce.

- Furthermoreo shieldthepoorandvulnerable
from organ trafficking.

- To keepaneyeonorganandtissuetransplant
services and implement program and policy
adjustments as needed.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Although organ donation programs have
advanced in India, there is still a sizable
discrepancyetweerthe country'sneedandsupply
of organs.Discuss about the actions that India
needs to take to encourage organ donation.

Key Demand of the question:
To write about the development of organ
donation|ts necessityandthestepshatmustbe
taken to make it better.

Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have to
provideargumentdor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give astatisticaboutorgandonations irindia
Body:

First, describetherising nationaltrendsin organ
donation.

Next, talk about the dire need for more organ
donations due to the organ donor shortage.
Provide data to support your claim.
Next, make several recommendations for |the
necessary actions to raise the nation's organ
donation rate.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 4" June, 2024
Topic: Consumptiondivide acrossindian states
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Polity

Source:ThelndianExpress

What Lok Sabha election results could tell
about consumption divide across Indian
states

Context

1 A report on thestate-by-state financial
situation of Indian states for the fiscal
year that concluded iMarch (FY2024)
was released by economists at pheblic
sector Bank of Baroda

About

1 Three factors are used in the report's
analysis of state finances: the amount of
money the state raised on its own, the
amountit spentto increaseits productive
capacity, andtheamountit borrowedfrom
the market.

Principal Results

1 Fiscal Deficit: Most stateswveresuccessful
in keepingtheir fiscal deficitsd the sum of
money they had toborrow to cover the
difference between their revenue and
expensed within the bounds of their
budgets.

- Thisis anoteworthy accomplishment
because excessivstate borrowing
increasesthe excesdorrowing of the
Center, which ultimately reduces the
amount of money available for
borrowingby privatesectorcompanies.

- Lessmoneythatcanbeinvestedneans
more borrowing costs for everything
from home and car loans to factory
loans.

- Big states

PRAGNYRMSACADEMY

like Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Odisha, and Gujarat

exceeded their planned borrowings hjy

more than 30%.
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Capital expenditures: Theyareusedto

build usefulinfrastructure like roads

and bridges,which stimulate the state's

economy.

- States collectively werenly able to
spend 84% of their capital
expenditure budget

- Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Sikkim either spent the entire
amount or exceeded itess than half
of the capital expenditure budgetwas
allocated to Punjab, Chhattisgarh,
and Nagaland.

Revenues from taxesOwn tax revenues

(OTR) andshareof uniontaxescomprisea

state's total tax revenues.

- Approximately 61% of state tax
revenueswere derived from OTR.

- A state's ability to withstand financial
shocks is enhanced byhegher OTR
share.

- With an82% share of OTR in total
tax revenue Telangana led the way
closelyfollowed by Karnataka (78%),
Kerala (77%), Maharashtra (73%),
Tamil Nadu (71%), and Haryana
(79%).

GST is aconsumptionbased tax which

means that it ipaid at thdime that agood

or service is used.

- The way the nation's per capita GST
distributedamongthe stategeflectsthe
level of consumption. States with
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higher levels of consumption 1. A fiscal deficit occurswhenthegovernment's
ultimately pay higher sales tax and total outlays exceed its total income.
excise duty as well as GST. 2. A risein capitalspendingnayresultin a
- States with limited capacity for budget deficit.
consumption mustgraduallyrely more 3. Onemethodof financingthefiscal deficitis the
on transfers from Union taxes, as printing of new currency.
instructed by the Finance Which of the abovestatementarecorrect?
Commission
. . a. 1only
1 Divide in Consumption: Among the 25 b, 2and3
states the researchers looked at, the c. 1and2
averageper capita GST collectionwasRs d 123
7,029 T
i s s s S Ans: b
Explanation

An instance of government spending exceeding
revenue is referred to as a fiscal deficit.
A rise in capital spending may result in a budget
deficit. Creating new money is one method pf
funding the budget deficit.
Mains Model Questions

M North-South Divide: While states inthe
South raise the national average, states in
the North of India fall far short of it.

1 Karnataka and Telangana have per

capita GST levels that are neatlyee to Q. Prioritizing capitalexpendituresvill encourage
four times higher than those of investments in longerm assets like developmerjt
MadhyaPradesh and Jharkhand projects and infrastructure. This could benefit the

indicating the relative lack of prosperity of  Indian economy in a number of waysalyse.
the average citizen in those states.

1 EastWest Divide: Gujarat and
Maharashtra have far  higher
consumption levels than Odisha, West
Bengal, and Assantdo.

1 Thereareafew outliers,like Haryana in
the north, butoverall,thedifferencesare
very apparent.

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:
https://www.bankofbaroda.in/-
/media/project/bob/countrywebsites/indi
aleconomiescenario/thematic
reports/2024/2405/statefinances
march-2024.pdf

Prelims Practice Questions

Key Demand of the question:

To write abouthow India's economyis being
affected by rising capital expenditures.
Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus
dissect the topic into its constituent parts and
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

In the budget, start by defining a capital
expenditure.

Body

Write first about the different initiativego
increase capital spending in India that f@ar
included in the Budget 2022.
Next, discuss how the higher capital spend
will benefitindia'seconomyby attractingmore

—+

112

Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding
Fiscal deficit

ng
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private investment, fostering a swifand
sustainable recovery, and boost to investment
activity andsupporteconomiayrowthin thenext
year etc.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 4" June, 2024

Topic: Internationalisation of Rupee
Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Economy

Source:Livemint

N1 allows ruppe accounts outside ndis
tor currency intsrmatiomalicition

stmplifies norms foe non-restdents

Context

1 In line with the 2024 25 agenda for
internationalization of the domestic
currency, the RBI will allow persons
residing outsideof India (PROIs) to open
rupee (INR) accounts outside of India.

About

9 With this action, Indian banks will bable
to lend money to people living outside of
India in rupees.

1 Additionally, throughspecialized accounts
like special nonresident rupee and
special rupee vostro accountsthe RBI
will support portfolio investments and
foreign direct investment.

i1 Tofacilitatethesettlementf bilateraltrade
in local currencies, the rationalization of
regulations aimed atpromoting the
internationalization of the Indian rupee
was initiated.

What is an international currency?

1 If acurrencyis widely usedasamedium of
exchangeacrossthe globe it is considered
to be"international.”

1 An international currency serves as a

PRAGNYRMSACADEMY

store of value, a unit of account, and a
medium of exchanggust like a domestic
currency does.

For transactions between citizenf the
issuing country and neresidents, as well
as between citizens of two other countrie
an international currency is held and us
outside of the country's borders.
What is Currency internationalization?
Theuseof a currency outsideits nation of
issue is  known as currency
internationalization.

The degree of demand that users in oth
nations have for a currency determines
level of internationalization.
Forthemajority of thelastcentury theUS
dollar has dominated the global
currency market.

far Intar of Rupes

Currency Internationalization's
Advantages

Reduce Exchange Rate RiskWhen a
nation's currency becomesmore globally

recognized, it opens up new financil

markets and allows domestic companies
bill andsettlein theirhomecurrencywhich
transfers exchange raterisk to their
international counterparts.

Getting into global financial markets: It
allows financial institutions and domesti
businesses to access global financ

markets without taking on exchange rafe

risk.

Increase the creation of capital: By
lowering the cost of capital and
expanding the pool of financial
institutions that are ready and able t
supply capital, a bigger, more effective
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financial sector benefits the domestic non
financial sector.

1 Money Government Budget Deficit:
Through currency internationalization, a
nation's government can finance a
portion of its deficit by issuing debt in its
own currencyon foreignexchangemarkets
asopposedo foreigncurrencyinstruments.

1 Foreign exchange reservesin order to
manageexternalvulnerabilities it becomes
less necessary for the authorities to

maintain and rely on sizable foreign
exchange

currencies.
INTERNATIONALIZING

reserves in  convertible

» Will ease foreign
trade, aid capital flows

» Mitigate exchange
rate risks

+ Reduce dependence
on FX reserves

» Complicates maonetary
policy
» Exchange rate stabity
s chalienging
« Could bring uncontroliad
captal flows
Fip—

Challenges

1 In opposition to the national monetary
policy: The Triffin dilemma refers to the
possibility of a country's domestic
monetary policies conflicting with its
obligation to supply its currency to meet
global demand.

1 Emphasizethe external shocks:Giventhe
open channels through which money can
moveboth within and outsideof a nation
aswell asbetweendifferentcurrenciesthe
internationalization of a currency has the
potential to intensify an external shock.

1 Volatility of exchangerates: Theexpenses
alsoresultfrom anincreasein the demand
for money as well as a rise in demand
volatility. Most central banks are now able
to distinguish between foreign demand for
money and other factors, such as cash,
thanks to improvements in statistical
reporting.

Is it possible for the Rupee to become a global
currency?

PRAGNYRMSACADEMY

1 India's economy has grown ahe of the
fastest ratesin the world over the past 2(
years,andforeigninvestorsnow favourthe
country. Also, the Indian economy ha
proven remarkably resilient in the face ¢
unfavorable global developments
especiallyduringtheCOVID-19 pandemic.

1 Anecdotal evidence suggests that INR |i

legal tender inNepal and Bhutan but is
partially acceptedn Singapore,Malaysia,
Indonesia, Hong Kong, Sri Lanka,
United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kuwalit,
Oman, Qatar, and the United Kingdom
(UK).

1 Thereis aclaimthatthebilateral currency
swap agreementsould serve as a mode
for loweringrelianceon US dollarsto settle
trade disputes.

1 China has adopted a similar strateg
promoting the use of th&enminbi for
international trade transactions through
a large number of bilateral swaps and
Lines of Credit (LoC).

Way Forward

1 Overall, the
internationalization include decreased
capital costsasaresultof improvedaccess
to global financial markets, reduce
exchange rate risk, and reduce
requirement of foreign exchange reserv
far outweigh the concerns.

1 Additionally, since currency
internationalization is a gradual process
that involves ongoing change and small
steps forward, it would allow us to
addressrelated issuesand challengesas
we go forward.

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/markets
[forex/rbi -allows-openingof-rupee-accounts
outside-india-in-strategic-
move/article68235051.ece

Prelims Practice Questions

advantages of

- 0
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D
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Q. Considerthe following statementsegarding
benefits of internationalization of rupee

1. Reducesherisk of exchangédor Indian
companies.

2. Lessensherequiremento maintainreserve®f
foreign currency.

3. Permitnonresidentsvho own Rupeego enter
and remain in India indefinitely.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly
2and3
1and2
1,23

oo op

Ans: c
Explanation

For Indianbusinesseshe Rupeereducescurrency
risk in crossborder transactions. Protection from

exchange rate fluctuations lowers operating costs
and promotes better business growth, increasing

the likelihood that Indian companies will expand
internationally.

It lessens the requirement to maintain reserves of

Critically examine: When asked to "Examine,
we must thoroughly researchjnspect,and
investigate the topic (content words) in order
identify the importantdetails and problems
surrounding it. We should discuss the
implications of these facts and issues as well
why they are significant while doing this. Whg
“critically" is added to a directive, it means th
the topic must be fairly evaluatedtaking into
account both its advantages and disadvantag
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

DefineInternationalizatiorof Rupee

Body:

First, discuss the necessity of internationaliz
the rupee by addressing issues like predi
recessions, dependence on the dollar and (¢
international currencies, and global volatili
Write about the benefits and drawbacks of
rupee's internationalization  after  th
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 4™ June, 2024

foreign currency. Reserves have an impact on the Topic: Baby Trafficking

economy even though they help predict external

stability and reduce exchange rate volatility.
Rupee holdings by neresidents may worsen the
externalstimulus'sspillovereffectonthe country's
financialmarketsyesultingin highervolatility. For
example, a worldwide riskff period may
encourage nonesidents to convert their Rupee
holdings and move out of India.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Itis crucial to approach the rupee's
internationalizationwith caution takinginto

account both the possible benefits and risks
involved. Critically examine.

Key Demandof the question:
To write about the necessity of the rupee's
internationalization as well as its benefits and
drawbacks.
Directive:

Relevance:GS Paper:2 i Welfare Schemedor
vulnerable sections

Source: TheHindu

Nipped in the bud: On baby trafficking

Context

1 Smugglingof babiesis oneof manyillegal
activities thataremotivatedby avariety of
socioeconomic factors such aspoverty
and unfulfilled desires The Telangana
police recently bustedan interstatebaby
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smuggling ring, which revealecthild
trafficking across multiple states,
including Delhi, Pune, Andhra Pradesh,
and Telangana This case highlights the
disturbing realities of human trafficking
andcallsfor anall-encompassingstrategy
to address the underlying causes and
structural problems that enable these
crimes.

1 Elevenpeopleweredetainedor smuggling
about fifty babiesin the last year.

e

)
Wi
acdod

* 208 Yo
The causesf child trafficking

1 Poverty of Biological Parents:Newborns
born to biological parents who are
frequently impoverished are sold for a
small price.

1 Hospitals with Inadequate Security:
Infants are stolen from government
hospitalsthat have inadequate security.

1 Demand from Childless Couples:
Because legal adoption takes a long time,
some couples who areager to start a
family resort to illegal means.

1 Adoption Waiting Period: Currently,
thereis atwo- to four-year waiting period

in order to adopt a child under two.

Forced labour | 10,529

Sexual exploitation

forprostitution 4,980

Otherforms of sexual g

exploitation * y
Domesticservitude § 412
Forced mamiage F 349

Implications of Child Trafficking
1 Physical Abuseand Neglect:

- Infants involved in trafficking are
particularly vulnerable to abuse and
exploitation.

91 Deprivation of BasicNeeds:

Way Forward

PRAGNYRMSACADEMY

- Traffickers frequently put theiown
financial interestsaheadf thewelfare
of their victims.

- In caseofillnessorinjury, infantsmay
be deniedpropershelter,malnourished,
and medical attention.

1 Enhancedsusceptibility to Abuse:

- They could also béorced or coerced
into prostitution, which would put
their security and welfare in eve
greater danger.

71 Limited Educational Attainment:

- Children involved in trafficking are
rarelygiventhe chanceo goto school.

- Impaired Relationship Development:
Infants who haveexperienced the
trauma of human trafficking mayfind
it challenging to develop strong
trusting bonds with other people.

- As they get older, they might
experience difficulties witremotional
vulnerability and intimacy.

1 Chronic Health Problems: A child's

physical and mental health may ﬂs

negatively impacted for a long time by t

stress and trauma of human trafficking.

- They might bemore prone to iliness
anddealwith avarietyof psychological
issueslike seltharm, depressionand
anxiety.

1 Poverty Reduction Plans: Programs for
reducing poverty that work should be
offered.

1 Jobs Available: Provideyoung people job
opportunities.

1 Raising Awareness about Adoption:
Inform prospective adoptive parentsas
well as biological parents about adoptig
programs.

1 Simplify India's Adoption Process:
Eliminate pointless administrative
proceduresduring adoption.
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T Makesurethateffectivepolicingis doneto penalties meted out to traffickers, and the
stop such plots in the future. safeguardin@ndrecoveryof victims. Article 23 of
Conclusion the Indian Constitution forbids the trafficking of
A multifaceted strategy including povery persons or human beings.

reduction, increased employment opportunities, _ _
adoption process reform and awareness, and strict M&ins Model Questions

law enforcement is needed to a_tddrgsg tMs. Q. A comprehensivstrategythattargetshesupply

We can only hope to stop similar incidents in the  ang demand sides of this abhorrent practice] is

future andsafeguard the welfare and rights of needed to combat baby traffickingnalyse.

children who are at risk of harm through such

extensive measures. Key Demand of the question:

Also ReadTopics & Concepts: To write about national efforts to combat bably
trafficking.

https://prsindia.orag/billtrack/the -trafficking -of- Directive:

personsprevention-protection-and-
rehabilitation -bill -

~—+

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus
dissect the topic into its constituent parts and

2018#:~:text=Highlights%200f%20the%20Bill providea summaryof each carefully examining

&text=Anti%2DTrafficking%20Units%20will the topic's structure or nature.

%20be,'aggravated'%20forms%200f%20traffi Structure of the answer-

cking. Introduction:

Prelims Practice Questions Give a statistic about the nation's baby
trafficking rate.

Q. Consider thdollowing statements Body:

1. Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and Initially, discuss the steps that need to be takgn
Rehabilitation) Bill 2021 goal is to address all |0 address: the SUPPW side: reducmg poverty,
facetsof humantrafficking, encompassinthelegal strengthening social safety nets, increas

and social factors that contribute to the crime, the | Public awareness, educating women and girls fo
penalties meted out to traffickers, and the |€mpower them, and enforcing stronger laws

23

safeguarding and recovery of victims. against human trafficking.
2. Article 24 of the IndianConstitutionforbids the Write next about the demarside actions, such
trafficking of persons or human beings. as starting public awareness campaigns,
Which of the above statements are incorrect? supporting infertile couples, and guaranteeing
ethical and transparent adoption procedures.

a. lonly Conclusion:

b. 2only Concludewith away forward.

c. Both 1 and? Article: 4" June, 2024

oaNgeitherl nor2 Topic: Messagefrom the Andhra Pradesh
Ans: b bifurcation
Explanation Relevance:GSPaper2i Polity

Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and Source:TheHindu
Rehabilitation) Bill 2021 goal is to address all

facetsof humantrafficking, encompassinthelegal

andsocialfactorsthat contributeto the crime, the
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The message from the Andhies Predesh
bifurcation s

diminished when its Lok Sabha seats were
reduced from 42 to 25 due to the
bifurcation. With 17 seats, Telangana ip
currently ranked fifth in the region.

1 Stresses in the Federal StructureStates
of different sizes may beconmlitically
and economically unbalancedwithin the

Context federal framework, which could sou
relations and disillusionment among the
1 The2014 split of Andhra Pradeshinto smaller states.

the states oAndhra Pradesh and f Long-term Challenges: Deeperflaws in

Telanganaoffersanimportantcasestudy the federal system will probably be

on the historical, political, and economic exposed by issues resulting from tHe

ramifications of reorganizing states along bifurcation, such as the improper handliflg

linguistic and regional lines. Examining of the division process and brokeh

the effects of this division on the Telugu promises.

people and the larger Indian Republic ten Obstaclesand Prospectiveldeas

years later is crucial. f Concerns about Delimitation If northern

states winmore seats in the central
legislature, future delimitations and the
ensuingchangen representatiomaymake
regional disparities worse.

¢ 1 Economicand Political Distribution : The

Linguistic ReorganizationConcerns allocation of economic resourcesis

§ Fraying Unity: In light of the linguistic impacted by the political power structurg,
ties between Kannada and Marathj the whichis determinedy thenumberof seats.
split calls into question the lorgrm This emphasizethe significanceof having
viability of linguistic unity as a guiding balanced representation.
principle for state structure. 1 Needfor Thoughtful Reorganization:In

| Thefuture of linguistic statesis uncertain, order to prevent longerm problems and
and it may be necessary to reconsider the maintain stability, the bifurcation of
value of linguistic unity as a unifying Andhra Pradesh emphasizes the
factor for states if additional linguistic importance of careful and thoughtful
states suffer similar outcomes. approaches to state reorganization.

1 Need for New Principles:Rather than Also Read Topics & Concepts:
focusingonly on linguistic principles, the https://www.cgg.gov.in/research_project
bifurcation forces scholars to examine /andhra-pradeshstate reorganisation/

other principles related to state
organization, such as those based on
historical, political, or economic factors. Q. Consider thdollowing statements
Economic and Political Consequences
I Influence on Political Power: Andhra
Pradesh's influence in politics was

Prelims Practice Questions

1. JawaharlaNehru
2. SardaVallabhbhaiPatel
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3. PattabhiSitaramayya
4. MaulanaAbul KalamAzad

How many of the individuals listed abovewere
members of the JVP Committee?

a. Onlyone

b. Onlytwo

c. Onlythree

d. Neitherlnor?2

Ans: c
Explanation

The princely states' integration with the rest of
India was only a shoterm arrangement.
Reorganizatiorf the statesaccordingto language
became a demand from various regions of the
nation, particularly the South. Under S.K. Dhar's
direction, the Government of India established the
Linguistic ProvinceCommissiorin Junel948.The
report of the Commission was delivered in
December 1948. The Commission suggested that
administrative  convenience be taken into
consideratiorwhenreorganizingstatesratherthan
linguistic considerationsThisled to agreatdealof
dissatisfaction, and in December 1948 the
Congress established another Linguistic Province
Committee. It was made up of Pattabhi
Sitaramayya, Vallabhbhai Patel, and Jawaharlal
Nehru and was dubbed the JVP Committee.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Though intended to improve administrative
efficiencyand address regionaspirations, India's
state partition poses serious obstacles that need to
be carefully considereritically analyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthe objectivesand effects of
India's state split.

Directive:

Critically analyse: When asked to analyze,
should dissect the topic's structure or nat
breaking it down into its constituent parts g
summarizinghem.When"critically” is addedo
a directive, it meansthat the subject matter

should be evaluatedobjectively, taking into
account both its advantages and disadvantag
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write first about the justifications for state
division, such as improved governance
economic growth, and the acknowledgement
unigue linguistic, cultural, and ethnic identitie
Write next abouthow the aforementioned
political instability, economic inequality, socig
unrest, and disruptions in culture and
administratiod have an impact. Provide
examples to support your arguments.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

46




50 June2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

Article: 5"June,2024
Topic: Anti-Human Trafficking Nodal Officer
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Social Issues

Sourcenhrc. nic.ino

Context

1 The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has suggested thanti-human
trafficking nodal officers be appointed to

every state.

o 3oy
2
&5

ol
sy

%’41\1 n|G\"‘(’
About

1 TheCommission statethat theunspeakable
practice of girl trafficking is widespread in
some communities spread throughout
Rajasthan, and that tiselling of womenon
stamppaperds a"prevailing practice"in the
maledominatedKanjar community.

Advice

1 Everystateis requiredto haveanantrhuman
trafficking nodal officer who will work with
the government to implement effective
measures and steps through the state

India's current state of human trafficking

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

government in question and theistrict
Anti-Human Trafficking Units (DAHTU).
This officer oughtto be at leastaninspector
general of police or a secretaryo the state
government.

With assistance from the district's legal
counsellors, reputable local NGOs, huan

trafficking specialists, and representatives
from the departments of women and child
welfare,healthandfamily welfare,andlabor
andemploymenthe shouldbe ableto keepa
close eye on these kinds of incidents.

India servesasbothasourceandadestination
for human trafficking. The primary sourc
nations for women and girls trafficked are
Nepal, Bangladesh, and Myanmarwhere
the promise of better living conditiond,
employment opportunities, and a better life
abroad is enticing.
Most of the people who are trafficked are
young girls or teenage women who are sald
andcoercednto performingcommercialsex
acts after they arrive in India.

Up t06213 victimsof human trafficking
were freed in 2021; 3912 of them were
women, according thiCRB data. Odisha
accounted for thgreatestnumber of
victims saved1290) with Maharashtra
comingin secondvith 890, Telanganawith
796, andDelhi with 509.
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1 The main causes of this aleck of work,
hunger, and poverty. This issue also stems
from unfair treatment and discrimination
basedn casteandcommunityin rural areas.

91 Precarity for children is accelerated by
externalities like th€€OVID -19 pandemic,
armed conflict, and climate change.

PEOPLE ARE TRAFFICKED
FORMANY EXPLOITATIVE
PURPOSES

]

Problemsand Difficulties

1 There isn't a comprehensive ant
trafficking law in India that covers
prevention, protection, rehabilitation, and
survivor compensation.

1 However, there arelistinct laws that deal
with various traffickingrelated offenses.

1 The government did not disclose whetiter

looked into, brought charges against, or

found government employees gquilty of
crimesinvolving human trafficking.

1 Inadequate efforts to audit sheltersrun or

sponsored by the government persisted, as

did inadequacies in victim protection
services, particularly those for children.
The Way Ahead

1 In order to effectively motivate and update

the knowledge base dbw enforcement
officials tasked with combating human

trafficking, states have been required to

allocate additional resources,training, and
other materials on a regular basis.

1 Until India hascomprehensive legislation
that outlines a robust investigation

mechanism and makes clear the roles and

responsibilitieof investigatingagenciedike

AHTUs and the NIA

Investigation  Agency), the

conviction rate will remain low.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

(National
country's

https://www.theweek.in/wire-
updates/national/2024/06/01/des4Bhrc-
trafficking -action.html

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. Thegoalof theTraffickingin PersongPrevention,
Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 is to address
facets of human trafficking, encompassing the le

and social factors that contribute to the crime, :Lhe
t

penalties meted out to traffickers, and

safeguarding and healing of victims.

2. Article 24 of the Indian Constitution forbids th
trafficking of persons or human beings.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo ow

Ans: a

Explanation

The goal of the Trafficking in Persons (Prevention,

Care and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 is to address
facets of human trafficking, encompassing the le

and social factors that contribute to the crime, ﬂ‘he
t

penalties meted out to traffickers, and
safeguarding and healing of victims.
Article 23 of the Indian Constitution forbids th
trafficking of persons or human beings.

Mains Model Questions

all
yal

e

1%

all
yal

e

1%

48


https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2024/06/01/des46-nhrc-trafficking-action.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2024/06/01/des46-nhrc-trafficking-action.html
https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2024/06/01/des46-nhrc-trafficking-action.html

50 June2024

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

Q. Since human trafficking is a transnational crime
that occurs across national borders, international

coordination and cooperation atiéficult. Analyse.

Key Demand of the question:

trafficking and assess the significance of lo
term strategies for successful trafficki
prevention.

Directive:

Analyze:Whenaskedo analyzeyoumustdissect
the topic into its constituent parts and provid
summary of each, carefully examining the top
structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Body:

First, The Difficulties of Stopping Human
Trafficking

Write about the difficulties in identifying
apprehendingandpunishingtraffickerswhile also
ensuring victim protection.
Next, discuss the significance of loteym
strategies, including the value of internatio
cooperation, the ability of education a
awarenessampaigngo havealastingimpact,and
the role of legal frameworks, VictimCentred
Approaches etc.

Next, list the drawbacks of expanding cap
spending plans, such as rising inflation and
fiscal deficit.

Conclusion:

Give background information on the problem o
human trafficking and its worldwide prevalence.

To discuss the difficulties in preventing human

e a
c's

=

nal

tal
the

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 5"June,2024

Topic: Diverse views onlAMAI
Digital Competition bill

on proposed

Relevance:GSPaper3i ScienceX Technology

Source:BusinessStandard

Context

1 Internet and Mobile Association of India
(IAMAI)
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)
urging promptimplementatiorof regulations
that prohibit anticompetitive practices,
despite their differing opinions on th
proposedigital Competition Bill (DCB).

About the bill

1 TheCompetition Act, 2002,as well as later
recommendationandamendmentaimingat
modernizing India's competition
framework to better handle the digita

economy, provide context for the bill's

emergence.

1 The Committee on Digital Competition
Law was established by thBlinistry of
Corporate Affairs to draft this bill, which
aims to introduce eante measures fo
regulating Big Tech companies.

1 Ex-anteregulations arepreemptivesteps

intendedto stopspecificbehaviorsbefore
they start.

[ Eliminate
practices |
adverse to
S competition ) E
Undertake Smams s »
capacity building Envwn freedom
> v of trade i the
& competition
S — markets
advocacy ’
- » Competition . = 4
Commission
7 " of India ',-'—\.)
J
Give opinion on , V— - Promote and
competition sustain
15s0es competition

Protect the | N—?
interests of ‘
COMSUMers

|

members have written to the
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COMPETITION (AMENDMENT) BILL
KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM CCI CHAIRPERSON

LW PO T

L #dend tafurs €O

S L T N T

S caxren T LU
™ ¢

Principal Ideas in theBiIll

1 The bill lists Systemically Significant
Digital Enterprises (SSDEs)and subjects
them to certain restrictions to prevent anti
competitive conduct.

1 It aims to add exante measuresto the
existing expost framework.

1 The proposal includes auggested penal
structure for individuals found guilty of
anti-competitive practices as well as
recommendations to restrict data Ccross
sharing and split up groups of apps and
services that cater to particular businesses.

Objective

1 With the introduction of théDraft Digital
Competition Bill, India has made a
significant step towards regulatingnti-
competitive practices in the rapidly
evolving digital landscape.

1 The bill seeks taensure fair competition,
promote innovation, and level the playing
field in the digital economy.

1 It seekdo guaranteanequitable,open,and
debatable digital environment

1 It also seeksto protect the interests of
startups and smaller playersin the digital
ecosystem while encouraging innovation.

Issues andCriticism

9 The bill has drawn criticism for possibly
being overly restrictive, despite its good
intentions.

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

1 Concerns from stakeholders include the
possibility that it will stunt innovation,
jeopardize the interests of Indian tech
companies, and increase consumel
susceptibility to cybercrime

1 It could havea detrimentaleffect on micro,
small, and mediumsized businesses
(MSMESs) and impedeinvestmentsin tech
startups.

1 Concerns have also been raised about how
susceptibleconsumers are to cyberfraud.
Government 6s step

1 The government emphasizes that the bill
intendedto regulate ex ante in order to
prevent potential harm to competition
ratherthanto regulatelargeplayersin andof
themselves.

S

Conclusion andWay Forward

1 The Digital Competition Bill is an importan
step inindia’'s transition to an innovation-
driven economy.

1 To protect the interests of all parties
involved in India's developing digita
economy, it will be essential tetrike a
balance  between  regulation and
innovation as the bill is examined anc
discussed by the public.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/techn
ology/four-iamai-membersbat-for -ex-ante-
requlations-in-digital -competition-
bill/articleshow/110601897.cms?from=mdr

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
Digital Competition bill

1. The bill intended to stop unfair favouritism,
maintain transparency, and stop amgmpetitive
behavior in the digital industry.
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2. TheBIll is availablefor publiccomment ananay
need to be revised before it is signed into law.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: c
Explanation

Thebill intendedo stopunfair favoritism, maintain
transparency, and stop anbmpetitive behavior in
the digital industry.

Thebill is availablefor publiccommentandmay
need to be revised before it is signed into law.
Mains Model Questions

Q. With the "Digital India" initiative at its core,

India's digitalization journey has proven to be an
incredible success. Not everyone has benefited
equally from digitization, though. Here's how to

guarantee fair access and inclusiviixamine.

Key Demandof the question:
To discuss the achievements of digitalizatior in
India and offer policies that will make it more
equitable, inclusive, and reachable.
Directive:

Examine: When given the task of "Examine," we

(content words), examine it, investigate it, and

surroundingt. We shoulddiscusgheimplications
of these facts and issues as well as why they
significant while doing this.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

digital India in the first section. Among these are
theRuPaycard,CoWin, AarogyaSetuapp,Bharat

are expected to thoroughly research the topic
determine the important details and problems

are

Write about India’'s achievements in creating a

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

QR, and Unified Payments Interface. Write ab
its impact and support it with data and fag
Next, discuss the difficulties in achieving
equitable and fast digitalization that will allow
citizens to benefit from the digital revolutio
regardles®f theirgendercasteJocation,or other
characteristics

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 5"June,2024

Topic: Biological Diversity (Amendment) Act,
2023

Relevance:GSPaper3i1 Environment

Source:Businesd.ine

businessline o =

Blulogical Diverssity (Aowodment) Act, 2025

Balancing innovation, cotservation aod
ocommnity vights »

Context

1 The Biological Diversity Act of 2002 in
India has beeamended in 2023which has
sparkedadiscussioraboutindia'sobligations
under theKunming-Montreal framework
and the preservation of biodiversity.

Background

1 The KunmingMontreal framework was
adoptedy nationsworldwidein 2022during
the  United Nations Biodiversity
Conference with the aim of improving
biodiversity conservation and protection.

1 The nations passed resolutions pledging
preserve 30 percent of all ecosystems by
2030, as well as biodiversity and genetic
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diversity, and to guarantee just and

equitable distribution of the advantagesof
knowledge
local

traditional
indigenous and
maintain it.

among the
communities who

Changes beingexamined

1 Prior to submitting an application for
biological resourcerelated intellectual
property rights (IPR), applicants were
required to obtain approval from the
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)
under the original 2002 Act.

What is national biodiversity authority?

* The NBA is Autonomous body and
that performs facilitative,
regulatory and advisory function
for Government of India on issue of

0-’
o= ¥

“‘ .‘-‘: - y “J
\MU P,
f

I The 2023 amendmentshave relaxed this
requirement, merely requiring IPRs to be
registered with theNational Biodiversity
Authority prior to grantingapprovalsrather
than requiring approval from the authority

¥

Conservation
* sustainabie use of biological
resource and

* [fair equitable sharing of benefits
of use

altogether. This has raised concerns
regarding potential overexploitation of
resources.

1 Additional concerns have been raised by the
strict regulatory oversight and the exclusion
of codified traditional knowledgefrom the
benefit-sharing mechanism.

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

1 The fundamental tenet of the original Act
and theNagoya Protoco] fair and
equitable benefit-sharing, is undercuby
these modifications.

Nagoya Pratocel on Access and Benefit Shanng

1 The amendmentsprovide commercial
exploitation of biological resourceswithout
sufficientcompensatioto local communities
that possess traditional knowledge, |
granting AYUSH practitioners and relate
industries access to biological resources
without prior approval.

1 Reducing the penalties for offensesPrior
to the amendments, infractions could ha
resulted in jail time and fines.

What are the issues?

1 False claimsregarding thecultivation of

bioresources and possible busines
manipulation could result from thg
amendments.

1 Thereis aclaim that in theabsenceof strict
regulation, there may be widespread
exploitation and abuse of regional
resources which would be detrimental tg
biodiversityaswell asthelocal communities'
ability to support themselves.

1 This shift may worsen alreadyexisting
socioeconomidlisparities and contributeo
the deterioration of culture in the North
East, where traditional knowledge abou
medicinal plants and ecological
managementis profound.

Enhancing surveillancemechanisms

O

U7

—+
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1 The amendments make biodiversity
management committees (BMCs)more
important by defining their
requiringthecreationof BMCsin both rural
and urban areas.

Natlonal Biodiversity Authorty
(NOA)

S1ate Hlodiversity Boards
|SBBs)

Biodwersity Management Committee
|BMCs)

roles and

1 The recently implemented provisions also

prioritize the surveillance of biological

resources obtained from overseas nations,

guaranteeing adherence to global accords

such as th&lagoya Protocol.

Way Forward

1 Toguarante¢hatbiodiversity conservation
and sustainable developmenigo hand in

hand, it is imperative that the regulatory
changes are put into place with strong

safeguards, thoroughmonitoring, and
active participation of local communities.
1 Toprotectindia's rich biological legacyfor

future generations, economic development

mustbebalancedvith conservationand fair
benefit-sharing.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:
https://www.cbd.int/gbf

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsregarding
Kunming-Montreal framework

1. Under this framework, nations committed to

preserving30% of waterandlandthatarethoughtto
be crucial for biodiversity by  2030.
2. The failure of the Aichi targetshas madethe

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

frameworklegally binding on the membernations.

3. It is anticipated that a Special Trust Fund will b¢

created to aid in the GBF's implementation.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1and3
2 only
land2
1,2,3

oo ow

Ans: a
Explanation

By 2030,nationscommittedto safeguardinghirty
percent of the land and water deemed crucial for
biodiversity under the GBF. By 2023, a Special
Trust Fund is anticipated to be in place to assist
with the GBF's implementation.

Although there are no legal obligations associated
with theagreementationsmustusetheir national
biodiversity plans to demonstrate how they are
doing in reaching their targets.

Mains Model Questions

Q. A vital first step in reversing the globa
biodiversity crisis is the Kunminlylontreal Global
Biodiversity Framework But its successlepend®n
overcoming major obstacles all around the wor
Discuss.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthedifficulties in implementinghe
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF)

Directive:

Discuss- Thisis a comprehensive instructidimat
you must discuss on paper by going over
specifics of the issues at hand and careful
consideringeachoneof them.You haveto provide
arguments for and against each position.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Givethe COP1xontext

Body:

thie
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Write first about the components of the
Kunming-MontrealGlobal Biodiversity
Framework (GBF).

Next, write athoroughanalysisof thekeylessons
learned from the COP150x30 initiative,
including: conservation, protection, and
restoration; tracking and reporting results; and
pesticides and pollution, detrimental subsidies
etc.

Write about the obstacles in the way of
accomplishingheaforementionedoalsandthe
steps that must be taken to get there next
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 5"June, 2024

Topic: Archaeologists,Sanskrit scholarstie up to
decipher Rigveda text

Relevance:GSPaper11 History

Source: TheHindu

Archaeologists, Sanskrit scholars tie up to
decipher Rigveda text s

Context

1 Now, ateam of archaeologistds working
with Sanskrit scholars to interpret the
Rigveda.

Linking the Evidence

About

More knowledge about the topics covered in
the Rigvedic text and the extent to which
archaeological evidence can be ustd
support thosetopics needsto be gained by
researchers

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

1 Objective: The study seeks to determing
whethertherewasaconnectionbetweenthe
Vedic era and the Harappan civilization
- To correlate archaeological data found

during the excavation of Harappan
settlements one must have a thoroug
understanding of the Rigveda text.

-

1 Worship Rituals: Fire altars and ritual

platforms were discovered during the
Rakhigarhi excavation. In parallel, texts
from theRigveda mention fire worship.

1 Age of the Vedas:The exact age of the
Vedas is currently up for debate. Some
historians believe that they began drist
betweenl,500and 2,000BC. But according
to a different group of historians, the Vedas
actually date back td,500 years ago, or
2,500 BC.

- This would match the age of the genetic
evidence found in théone samples of
the former Harappan woman thatwere
examined at th&akhigarhi site.

1 Saraswati River: The Rigvedic literature
mentions the riveat least 71 times.

- Themajority of Harappan settlements
were found along the banks of the
Saraswati River during archaeological
excavations.

1 The use of iron is not mentioned in
Rigvedic texts which is in contrast to early
historic settlementghat arrived much later
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andare2,400year-old ones(nearthe Ganga
Basinandthe Deccan regionis not possible.

1 Theory of South Asian ancestry: The
NCERT textbook revisions note that the
Harappansverenativeto Indiaanddateback
to 10,000 BC,defying the theory that there
wasamassmmigration of "Aryans" from
Europe to central Asia and then south
Asia.

The Vedic Age

1 The time in ancient Indian history known as
theVedic Ageis whenthe Vedas,theoldest
sacred books irlinduism, were composed.

1 Generally speaking, it datdsetween 1500
and 600 BCE.

1 Themajority groupin Vedic Age societywas
the Aryans, and the majority lifestyle was
pastoral and tribal.

i They wrote hymns and carried out
ceremoniesledicatedo deitiessuchasAgni,
Indra, Varuna, and Soma.

INDRA
1 Eventually, these hymns were collected into
the four Vedasthe Rigveda, Samaveda,

Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda.

Whgvetie. chdunt o i Vel Taety. Cakuis
vemiaas e 1 \ 5

AGNI VARUNA  VAYU

- The 1,028 hymnsthat make up the
Rigveda are arranged into 10
mandalas. Since they are the oldest
compositions, they portray thearly
Vedic Indian society.

>,
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- TheSamavedais a collection of poetry-
style versesthat were primarily taken
from the Rigvedand organized to make
singing easier.

- There are numerous rituals
Yajurveda that can be performed eithe
publicly or privately.It is availablein two
recensions, Black and White.

- TheAtharvaveda is abook of magical
charms and spells meant to ward
against illness and evil spirits.

1 Thelater Vedic period, which began with
the Upanishads, began with the end of the

Vedic Age and saw a shift in emphasis fro

the ritualistic practices of the Vedas to mof

philosophical questions.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigveda#:.~:text=Sa
nskrit%20grammarians, -
Main%?20article%3A%20Vy%C4%81kara%E1l
%B9%87a&text=1n%20his%20book%20titled
%20Nirukta,0f%20the%20soul%20(adhyatman

).

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Rigveda

1. TheAryansusedtheterm"varna“to denoteboth
color and category.

2. After beingsubjugatedtheDasasandDasyus
were made into slaves.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: c

Explanation

in the

r

m
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The nonAryan people were distinguished from the  Source:Downto Earth
Vedic people. The Aryans used the term "varna" to S
denote both color and category. The Arya and Dasa
varnas are mentioned in the Rig Veda.
After being subjugated, the Dasas and Dasyus were g o
soldinto slavery. Inlatertimes,they becameknown r§d {
as sudras. Priests, common people, and warriors

were the three social classes. TAPRTRS Ty
Mains Model Questions '

ICAR® hadtycbda-Aslocans cice (e e farmer-Sriondd g o062 a
et o natond oo sesaty

Q. ThelndusValley Civilization left behindcultural
practices, technological advancements, and early

urban developmenbiscuss. Herbicide-tolerant (Ht) basmati rice cultivars
havebeencommercializedy thelndian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), who say they can
suppress weeds in rice crops and encourage
water-savingmethod of direct seededice (DSR).

Context

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthecivilization of thelndusValley.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructitivat
you must discuss on paper by going over |the
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
consideringeachoneof them.You haveto provide
arguments for and against each position.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst

Body:

Write an introduction that covers the following
aspects of the Harappan civilization: agriculture,
trade and economy, urban planning and
infrastructure, writing system and artifacts, social
organization and governance, religion and ritugls,
etc.
Explain how the aforementioned adds to the
civilization's legacy.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 5"June, 2024 |

About the Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) Cropping
System:

1. DSRis acontemporary techniquefor growing
rice in whichseeds are sown directly into the
field, eschewing the custom of transferring
seedlings from a nursery.

Topic: Direct seeded rice (DSR)

Relevance.GSPaper31 Agriculture

2. Farmerst_héenvironmentandtheeconom)all
gain from this methodsfficiency and
sustainability.
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3. Prior Context andDSR Innovations

i) DSRhashistoricallybeenusedto grow Basmati
rice in the Northwestern Plains which includes
Punjab and Haryana.

i) TheGreen Revolutionpromoted transplanted
ricethatrequiresalot of water,creatingecological
problems.

iii) From 2014 to 20174ARI Karnal introduced
innovations likeTAR-VATTAR technology,
which usedclimatevariablesandpotentherbicides
like Pendimethalin to save money and water.
4. Creationof BasmatiRice Resistantto
Herbicides

i) Non-geneticallymodified herbicide-tolerant
(Ht) basmati rice varieties have been
commercialized by thindian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR).

i) The ALS gene in these cultivars has been
mutatedo enablethe herbicide imimethapyr to
be applied directly.

5. ScientificInvestigationsandDiscussions

i) ResearclndicateghathandweedingDSRfields
at intervals oR0 and 40 daysfter sowing

produces higher yields than applying imimethapyr.

i) Toreduceweedsandincreaseseedyield, ICAR
prefersenvironmentally friendly methods like
hand weeding to frequent herbicide use.

6. Issueswith UsingHerbicide

i) Imazethapydoesnot affectall typesof weedsjt
primarily targets broadleaf weeds.

i) Rice production and food securitymay be
threatenedby theemergencef weedsesistanto
herbicides.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.newindianexpress.com/xplore/2024/
Jun/01/newtherbicide-tolerant-rice-varieties-
could-damagebiodiversity-and-food-security-2

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. WhatbenefitsdoesDirect Seedingf Rice
(DSR) offer the agricultural industry?

PRAGNYA IACADEMY

1. Conservevater

2. Minimal seedrequirements

3. Decrease@mission®f methane
4. Early crop maturity

Selectthecorrectanswerfrom thecodementioned
below:

1,2,4
2,3,4
1,34
1,2,34

oo ow

Ans: c
Explanation

Thetechniqueof startingarice cropfrom seeds
sown in the field as opposed to transplanting
seedlings from a nursery is known as "direct
seeding of rice" (DSR).

The following are some advantages of DSR: a)
water savings; b) low labor and energy costs; c)
reducedmethanesmissionsd) earlycropmaturity;
and e) potential resolution of the stubble burning
problem.

The following are some drawbacks: a) seeds are
vulnerable to rat and bird attacks; b) timely sowing
is necessaryo ensurghattheplantsemergehealthy
before the arrival of the monsoon rains; and c) a
high seed requirement.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Herbicidetolerant(Ht) rice hasadvantageand
disadvantages that policymakers should carefully
consider. They should also take into account
sustainablagriculturalalternativeghatguarantee
farmers' financial viability, preserve the
environment, and maintain the nation's food
security.Examine.

Key Demandof the question:
To discuss the benefits and drawbacks of selling
rice that is resistant to herbicides (Ht).
Directive:
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Examine: When given the task of "Examine,”

are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, &
determine the important details and proble
surroundingt. We shoulddiscusgheimplications
of these facts and issues as well as why they
significant while doing this.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write about the necessity of Ht rice first.

Write aboutits benefitsnext,suchasweedcontrol
and labor savings that could result in increa
yields.

Next, discuss the risks that come with it, such
the high expense of seeds and herbicides,
possibility of weeds becoming resistant to the
the loss of biodiversity, the deterioration of s
healththethreatto food security,waterpollution,

etc.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 61 June, 2024

Topic: Can municipalities reuse wastewater in
this heat

Relevance:GSPaper31 Environment

Source: ThePrint
(hePrint W=
R X R Y

-

Can mrsssictpudi e nosee soseewsive b Laiks Iaael? Secel &
Benanlors xhow how todo ¥ hest

Context

i Heatwaveshave made India's water crisis

worse butcitieslike Bengaluru and Surat
are setting the standard for wastewater
reuse.

What causes n hsatwave”

. 1Y S ;
The Debate Over Wastewater
Management:

Overview of the Problem: Heatwavesnd
depleting freshwater resources have left
India with a serious water crisis.
Significant shortages of waterhave been
experienced by cities such Bengaluru,
Pune, and Delhi. According to NITI
Aayog, the country's water demand will
double from itscurrent level by 2030.
Volume of Produced Wastewater Home
wastewateaccountdor about 80% of the
water supplied to urban areas. In 2021,
Indian cities produced more thaf2,000
million liters of domestic sewage daily, of
which only 28% was treated Cities are
expected to produce more than 30 billion
cubic meters of wastewater by 2030.

Implementation
Challenges:

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

1 Relevance of Treated Wastewater:By
lowering the demand on freshwate
supplies an@&nhancing the quality of the
water in rivers and aquifers, treated
wastewater can be an invaluable resou
for non-potable applications including
industrial processesyrban cleaning,and
irrigation.

Global Environmental Issues and Their
Effects on Policy:

 ULB Performance: An index was created
by theCouncil on Energy, Environment,
and Water (CEEW) to assess how well
ULBs manage wastewater. Surat came
first placeout of 500 ULBs from tenstates,
followed by Bengaluru. The cities hav
established specific goals for the reuse
treated water.

1 Effective Case StudiesSurat Municipal
Corporation sells treated water tg
businesses to recoup costs afibocating
92% of its investment to sewage
managemenBengaluruaddressess water
crisisby reusinghalf of its treatedwaterfor
horticultural and industrial uses.

1 Implementation Challenges Although
there are many successful examplé
financial planning, investment priorities

and public data availability remain majqr

issues for many ULBs. Of the 503 ULB

-

ce

n

117

of

S,

v)

assessed, 414 do not have a functioning

treatment infrastructure or do not reus

treated water.

and Ensuring Inclusivity

1 Accesdgo Data and Information : Creating
plans for water reuse that work require
accurate and upp-date data. It is difficult
for morethan65%o0f ULBs to keepupwith
and share municipal data with the publi
The CEEWindexoffersa startingpoint for
better decisionmaking and data
management

1 Leveraging National Initiatives: To carry
out treated water reuse projects, ULBs ¢
take advantage of currently running

1S3

2 S

)
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national missions such as thdational c. Both 1 and?

Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and d. Neitherl nor2
AMRUT 2.0. The two main goals dhese

programs are pollution control and water
security. Explanation

Namami Gange:
Conservation Mission

It wasintroducedn 2021andwill runfrom 2021
2022 to 20252026.

Its goals are to enhance sewerage/septage
management in more than 500 cities and
guarante@niversalaccesso waterthrough
working tap connections.

All homesn statutorytownsareto havefunctional
tap connections made available to them.
Through the creation of City Water Balance Plaps
(CWBP) for each city, it promotes water

ANs: c

Tetal Incertive ahocatize: | PEehe

27 b er Dcsdnd ez
CONECions

WAL gt anremrcs ol €T

LOANOEE &f WINY Se0Ory | dlatatary tomens

120N Coverage O DOLIEhONT semetogn)
Wetage TgTE 5 S00 AMVRUT sithes

Swachh Bharat Mission iurbew

Frands eetiy i B
200526 T dlabh o
WS taopet comptene
dnraton of spm
aefeaton

DAP riesed 10
F1550 ger bag

: ) [ conservation, revitalization of water bodies, and
st S | e e recycling and reuse of treated sewage.
f CrosslLearning and  Competition: Mains Model Questions

Regular assessments and exchange of
optimal techniques can promote healthy
competition among cities. Successful
business models involving private sector
financing for advanced wastewater
treatmentandreuse for instancearefound
in Vishakhapatnam and Udaipur.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

Q. Theconsistentepletionof freshwateresources
in India poses a substantial obstacler fr

metropolitan areas. Nevertheless, wastewater {hat
has been cleaned up and repurposed can be a very
useful resource that improves the quality of rivgrs

and aquifers while reducing demand on the
freshwater resources that are already available.
Analyse.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india
news/bengalurureeling-but-ranks-high-in-
usedwater-management
101710267276999.html

Key Demandof the question:
To write about the steps that must be taken fo
alleviatethe nation'swatershortage anthe part
thattreatedandrecycledwastewateplaysin the
Prelims Practice Questions aforementioned.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus
dissect the topic into its constituent parts and
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a definition and an update on the stat¢ of
water stress in India to start. Provide a statistic
illustrating the nation's level of water stress.
Which of the abovestatementarecorrect? Body:

Write first abouthow freshwaterquality and
guantityareaffectedby waterstressandhow

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
AMRUT 2.0

1. All homes in statutory towns are to have
functionaltapconnectiongnadeavailableto
them.

2. Through the creation of City Water Balance
Plans (CWBP) for each city, it promotes water
conservationrevitalizationof waterbodies and
recycling and reuse of treated sewage.

—

a. lonly
b. 2only
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thiswill affecthumans.

Write about how treated and recycled
wastewatehelpstheenvironmentandeconomy
while also relieving pressure on freshwater
resources and improving the quality of rivers
and aquifers.

Write next about treated and repurposed
wastewater's limitations, including
infrastructuredevelopmentpublicacceptance,
technical considerations, etc.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 6" June, 2024

Topic: The delicatebalancing of health-care cost
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Health

Source: TheHindu
' e o (R

The delicate halancing of health - care costs
o

S VP [ D ———

L
/ |
Context

1 The demand forequitable and long
lasting healthcare policies hasneverbeen
higher, given thavidening gaps in health
and unevenaccesgo healthcareservices.

India's Private Health Care System

1 India's private hospitals are centers of
innovation and specialized care,
particularly thosecertified by the National
Accreditation Board for Hospitals
(NABH) and Joint Commission
International (JCI).

1 Thesehospitalanakelarge investmentsin
state-of-the-art facilities and cutting-
edge technologieswhich greatly improve
patient outcomes, especially for intricate
surgeries. It is typical practice tategrate

remote care and telemedicingo increase
patient trust and accessibility.

Price ceilings, excellenceand creativity

1 Quality vs. affordability: The conflict
betweercostandquality is broughtto light
by the Supreme Court's consideration

standardizing medical procedure rates fpr
both the public and private sectors.

Accordingto astudy,patientdissatisfaction
has increased by 15%.

1 Impact on Innovation: Priceceilingsmay
impede the advancement ofnovel
therapies and technological solutions
especially in areas that require significa
funding,suchasroboticsurgeryandcancer

research. One possible remedy is valje

basedoricing, in which paymentsaremade

based on health outcomes rather than

service volume.
1 Economic Implications: Although rate

standardization when done correctly can

reduce healthcare disparities, it mumsit
jeopardize the financial stability of

providers. It is advised to use dynami¢

pricing models that change depending
the complexity of the patient's condition
and financial situation. The successful

implementation of a tiered pricing systefn

in Thailand is cited.

PROBLEMS @
wWiTh

HEALTHCARE
N INDIA
© 4
o

Challengesrelated to law and regulation
1 There isno law governing rate fixing
Significant gaps in ratéxing provisions
havebeenfoundby statedike Rajasthan
and Tamil Nadu, highlighting the need
for stronger legislative frameworks to
guarantee equitable and uniform
pricing across all areas.
The Way Forward
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1 Balanced Pricing Models: Adopt value
based pricing, in which the amount paid is
determined by health outcomes as
opposed to thevolume of services
rendered.

1 Encouraging Innovation: Provide grants
and subsidies from the government to

support R&D in private hospitals.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://nabh.co/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. In addition to providing specialized care,
privatehospital® especiallythoserecognizedy
JCland NABHS also act as hubs for innovation,
investing in cuttingedge technologies like
telemedicine to improve patient outcomes.

2. Studies show that when hospitals are forced to
makedifficult decisiondueto thesecaps patient
dissatisfaction rises by 25%.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

Qoo

Ans:
Explanation

In addition to providing specialized care, private
hospital® especiallythoserecognizedy JCland
NABH® alsoactashubsfor innovation,investing
in cutting-edge technologies like telemedicine to
improve patient outcomes.

Studies show that when hospitals are forced to
makedifficult decisiondueto thesecaps patient
dissatisfaction rises by 15%

Mains Model Questions

Q. Improvingpublic health,establishingeconomic
stability, and advancing social equity in India all
depend on making healthcare more widely
available and reasonably pric&iscuss.Make
suggestiongor how to lower thecost andncrease
access to healthcare.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the significance of lowering th
cost and improving access to healthcare.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and caref
considering each one of them. You have
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write first aboutthe differentbarriersthat India
faces when it comes to health cafeordability
and accessibility.

Write nexton thesignificanceof reasonably
priced and easily accessible healthcare.
Make recommendations for changes to
guarante¢hateveryoneéhasaccesso andcan
afford healthcare.

Conclusion:

(1%}

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 6™ June, 2024
Topic: Centre to fund 150startups for
developingadvancedtechnical textiles

Relevance:GSPaper3 - Economy

Source:Livemint

Context

1 The Union Textiles Ministry intends t
awardupto 50 | akh in

What are technical textiles?

gl
150 startupsproducing technical textiles.

o
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1 Technical textiles arematerials and
products made of textiles that are
primarily used for theirfunctional and
technical qualities rather than their
decorative or artistic qualities.

1 Bothnatural and syntheticfibers, suchas
Nomex, Kevlar, Spandex, and Twaron, are
used in their production. These fibers have
improved functional qualities, including
increased tenacity, superior insulation,
and enhanced thermal resistance.

1 Applicationsincludehealthcare,building,
transportation,  aerospace,  sports,
defense, and agricultureamong others.

The Technical Textiles Industry in India

1 Thelndiantechnicakextilesmarket,valued
at $21.95 billion in 202122, is thefifth
largest globally, with $19.49 billion in
production and $11.95 billion in imports.

1 About 13% of the textile and clothing
market in India is made up of technical
textiles, which also make up.7% of the
country's GDP.

1 In20271 22,India'stechnicalextile product
exports reached US$ 2.85 billion
compared to US$ 2.46 billion in imports.

The technicaltextile industry faceschallenges

1 Lack of research and development:
Small and mediumsized businesses
which makeup themajority of theindustry,
donothavethefinancialmeando investin
cutting-edge R&D and technology.

1 Lack of Knowledge: The majority of the
population in the nation is still unaware of
theadvantagesf technicaltextiles.Thisis
theoutcomeof inadequatemarketing and
inadequate understanding of these
products.

1 Growth of the Skilled Workforce:
Technical textiles are produced using a
varietyof processethatcall for specialized
knowledge and expertise.

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

Actions madeby the government

1 The National Technical Textile Mission
(NTTM) wasestablishedin 2020with the
goal of elevating India to the position of p
global leader in technical textiles through
the advancement of technological textile
researchinnovation,andapplicationacross
a range of industries.

Cabmwt Commities an Teosomic Alferrs

1 In orderto promotedomestigoroductionof
technical textiles, th&roduction Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemefor textiles was
introduced.

97 Incentivex wirth 10,200 crare over Dyeses
A4 tor manulxenirng natibes pocderts

» Lawpeaging szocomien ol sunle additizan
& pradeation raensvsr of aver 3 [akh crars

1 HSN Codes, or the New Harmonized
Systemof Nomenclature: 30+ more HSN
Codesarespecificallyassignedo technical
textiles products in addition to the 20
recognized technical textiles items in 201

1 PM MITRA Parks scheme: The project's
main goal is to build a modern, integrated

O~

63



61" June 2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

industrial infrastructure that spansthe
wholetextile value chain.
PM MITRA

A LANDMARK DECISION /00
T0 EMPOWER TEXTILES
SECTOR "

[ eyt
BT o

O i
— -

o v 19

1 Technical textile standards: creation of
more than 500 BIS technical textile
standards

Mandatory use of technical textiles:In

order to maximize the benefits of technical
textiles in a range of application areas, ten
Central ministries and departments have

identified 119technicaltextile productsfor
mandatory use.
Way Forward
1 By 2047, the technological textile
industry in India is expected to have
grown significantly and contribute
significantly to the creation of a new,
developed India.
In order to establish India aspaominent
and developing country in the field of
technological textiles priority should be
given to advancing research and
development in important domains,
branding and marketing,
competitiveness,
support, etc.
Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.india.gov.in/spotlight/pm-mega
integrated-textile-region-and-apparel-pm-
mitra#:~:text=The%20PM%20MITRA%20sch
eme%20is,0n%20the%20Global%20textiles%

20map.

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsegarding
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)

1. ThelndiangovernmentaunchedhePLI scheme
as a financial initiative to increasedomestic

raising cost
receiving government

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

manufacturing and make it

internationally.

competitiv

D

2. It also offers businesses financial rewards for

lowering their environmental effect an
implementing ecofriendly procedures.
3. Businesses will receive incentives under t

scheme for any additional sales of domestical

produced goods.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1and3
2and3
1and2
1,2,3

oo op

Ans: a
Explanation

The Indian government launched the PLI sche
as a financial initiative to
manufacturing and make it
internationally. Companies will receive incentive
under the scheme based on additional sales
domestically manufactured goods.
The scheme has no such objective.

Mains Model Questions

Q. The Productiotinked Incentive (PLI)
programmehasbeensuccessfuin drawingcapital
and providing incentives for both domestic and
foreign businesses to establish or grow their
manufacturing facilities in India. However,
achievingthescheme'sntendedgoalswill require
ongoingimprovementpbservationandresolution
of related issue®\nalyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the Productidinked Incentive
(PLI) scheme's performance, advantages,
disadvantages.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissecthetopicinto its constituenpartsand
provide a summary of each, carefully
examining the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

GivetheProductionlinked Incentive(PLI)

a

)

ne
y

ne

increase domestic
competitive

-

S
of

nd
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scheme'dackground
Body:
Write an overview of the Pldcheme's main

such as electronics, pharmaceuticals,
automobilesandtextiles.Fora periodof five
years, eligible companies receive financial
incentives based on an increase in sales of
goodsproducedn India. Theprogramseekgo
establish India as a center for global
manufacturing, boost output of higjuality
productsgeneratgobs,andlesserrelianceon
imports.

Write nextabouttheabove'shortcomingsand
achievements.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

features and the sectors it was designed for,

Principal conclusions ofthe study
1 Between 2013 and 2023, there w&té

Article: 61 June, 2024

Topic: Global public debt hits record $97trillion
in 2023

Relevance:GSPaper3i Economy

Source:unctad.org

#2) UN trade & i3 < A

development £

Global putilic debit Mis record ST brillen n 2023, UN urges action

Context

1 A world of debt: A growing burden to
global prosperity is a report that draws
attention to theextraordinary rise in
public debt worldwide, whichis expected
to reach arecord high of $97 trillion in

2023.

f The UN Trade and Development

(UNCTAD) produced the report.

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

et

African nations with debt-to-GDP ratios
higher than 60%, up from just 6.
Developing countries paifi847 billion (a
26% increasefrom 2021)in netinterestin
2023.
According to the reporB.3 billion people
live in countries where interest paymenrts
outweigh the total amount spent on hea
and education put together.
3.3 billion people

live in countries that spend more on debt interest
payments than on education = or health @

1.9.

<

Public debt in developing nation
increasedfrom 16% of global debtto $29
trillion in 2023, or roughly 30% of it.

All regions have seen ancrease in the
amount of external public debtowed to
private creditors since 2010, which will
accountfor 61%of thetotal externalpublic
debt of developing nations by 2022.
The rapid rise in global public debt, which
is increasing at twice the rate of richer
countries relative to developing ones, wa
supported by'cascading crises" and the
slow and uneven performance of the world
economy.

U7
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Debt-to-GDP
Ratio

(et 19 3% o o abd-a]

A metric comparing a
country’s public debt to
25 gross dormestic product
{GOP),

Borrowing costs of developing countries
are higher than those of developed ones

Hong yreds of developeng and CeveloDed Countnes (20R0- 2024

9

53 LY

L)
-

[l E

Asls Latin Amerce Afvice
Ocemsa Caribbean

India's public debt

Theratio of India's public debt to GDP
increasedlightly from 81% in 2005 06to
84% in 2021 22 andthenreturnedo 81%
in 2022 23.

It was intended for the overall government

debtto bereducedo 60%of GDPby 2024
2025 in accordance with theriscal
Responsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) Act of 2003

According to the IMF, under unfavourable
conditions,India'stotal governmentebt
including that of theCentre and the
State® could reachl00% of GDP by the
country's fiscal year 2028.

For 2024 2025, it projects theatio to be
82.4%.

Public Debt Management Cell:
Establishedn 2015 it servedasastandin
until thePublic Debt Management

Agency (PDMA), an autonomous,
statutory debt management organization,
was established.

Dealing with De

MsF i o 24
L il

Worries about growing debt

Impact on climate action: In orderto meet
the targets, set forth in theParis
Agreement, developing nations must raise
theirclimateinvestmentgrom the2.1% of

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

GDP they currently invest in t®.9% of

GDP by 2030 But right now, interest
payments are taking up more of the
budget than investments in climate
change.

Raise the price of debt crisis resolution:
Debt  restructuring  becomes  mor
challenging as thereditor base grows

more complex and involves negotiating

with a wider range of creditors that have

different interests and legal frameworks.

Disparities within the global financial

system: Concessional financing from

bilateral and multilateral sources is less
expensive than borrowing a@ommercial
terms from private sources.

Debt-ridden nations spend less on public

services likehealthcare, education, and

socialwelfare. Inequalityandpovertymay
worsen as a result.

An appealfor funding sustainable

development

To address the current debt crisis the

report suggested a strategyréstructure

the global financial systemand increase
theUN's SustainableDevelopmentGoals

(SDG) stimulus package.

Thesewill involve makinganattemptto:

- Broaden the system's inclusivity:
Boost developing nations' meaningft
involvement in the oversight of
international financial institutions.

- Using a successful debt workod
mechanismaddress the growing cost
of debt and the risk of debt distress

- Increase emergency fundingto give
moreliquidity duringcrises,preventing
nationsfrom beingcompelledo gointo
debt as a last resort.

- Increase longterm, reasonably
priced funding significantly by
enlisting the aid of private and
multilateral development banks.
Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://unctad.org/publication/world
-of-debt

ir
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Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
public debtGDP ratio

1. It assessesneconomy'sinancialleverageand
a nation's capacity to pay back its debt.

2. A greaterratio denotes &igherdefaultrisk.

3. Only externaldebt makesip public debt.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly
2and3
1and2
1,23

oo op

Ans: c
Explanation

Theratio of anation'sgovernmentebtto its gross
domestic product (GDP) is known as the eebt
GDP ratio. It assesses an economy's financial
leverage and a nation's capacity to pay back its
debt. The two types of public debt are external
debt (loans from overseas lenders) and internal
debt(suchastreasunybills, governmensecurities,
and shorterm borrowings).

A nationshouldaimto havealow debtto-GDP
ratio because a higher ratio implies a higher
default risk.

Mains Model Questions

Q. To achieve longerm economic stability and
growth through fiscal consolidation, careful
planning, effective communication, and a
commitment to sustainable fiscal policies are
necessaryAnalyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the idea of fiscal consolidati
and talking about the actions the governm
must take to make it happen.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you m
dissect the topic into its constituent parts i
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Whatdoestheterm"fiscal consolidation'mean’
Body:

Write about the significance of fiscal
consolidation in the first section using the
nation's historical experience:
Next, discus: the different steps that have
already been taken to achieve fi
consolidation. The government has starte
institutional mechanism to implement fis
consolidation through the FRBM Act. Descr
further actions or measures that the govern
has taken in this direction, such as bringing
fiscal deficit downto lessthan3.5%o0f GDPanc
maintaining the debt to GDP ratio at rouc
60%.

Next, outline additionalactionsbeyondthe ones
listed above that are required fofiscal
consolidation given the state of
macroeconomy at the moment.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 7t June, 2024

Topic: Horticulture India

declined

production in

Relevance:GSPaper3 1 Agriculture

Source:PIB

Context

1 Estimatedor India's horticultural output
in 2023 2024 put it at 352.23 million
tonnes down roughly32.51 lakh tonnes
(0.91 percent) from the fina2022 2023

estimates.
RECORD OUTPUT IN 2022-23

man 0a
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India's Horticultural Sector

1 Thescienceandartof growingornamental
plants, fruits, vegetables, and flowers is
known ashorticulture . It includesa broad
range of tasks likenanaging, producing,
marketing, and propagating plants.

1 The Indian horticultural industry plays a
vital role in the country's economy,
accounting for roughly 33%  of
agriculture's GrossValue Added (GVA).

1 Currently, India is the world's second
largestproducer of fruits and vegetables,
andit leadstheworld in theproduction of
several crops, including papaya,
bananas, limes, and lemons.

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

@

Znd largest producer of
Fruits & Vegetables
in the world

MBFP]
Problemsand Difficulties in the Sector'sface
M Lack of Infrastructure: Considerable

losses of perishable horticultural produge
result from inadequate postharvest
handling, storage, and transportation
infrastructure .

1 Water Management: Becauséorticulture
uses a lot of water, crop yields and quality

are impacted by water scarcity or
ineffective water management
techniques

1 Managementof Pestsand DiseasesPests
and diseases seriously harm horticultunal
crops, andimproper use of pesticides
pollutes the environment andposedealth
risks.

1 Market Linkages: Poor  market
connections and price swings have an
impact on farmers' earnings and deter
investment in horticultural production.

1 Climate Change: Horticultural production
faces challenges due tanpredictable
rainfall and temperature fluctuations,
which necessitate the implementation pf
adaptation strategies.

Important Stepsto AddressObstacles

f The National Horticulture Mission
(2005 06) seeks to increase the quantit
quality, and productivity of horticulture
cropsin orderto foster the sector'soverall
growth.

1 TheNational Horticulture Board (NHB)
supports the production, processing, ahd
marketingof horticulturecropsby offering
financial support, technical advice and
marketintelligenceto horticulturegrowers,
processors, and exporters.
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National Horticulture Board

 The 2014 Mission

for
Development of Horticulture (MIDH) is

as follows: It unifies different horticultural
development programs under one roof to
offer comprehensive support for the whole

Integrated

value chain, from pre-production to

marketing and postharvest handling.
‘ Mamny of Lgnefian K Forses Wlue
L)

Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture

:
esbeal e

feserwrams of ook

[T S S — T Sy
A et g Gt (0 WY S0 e e gadobie St Foavpns

1 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY):
This program offerdinancial support for
infrastructure  development,  capacity
building, and other interventions to help
states plan, implement, amaonitor their

horticulture development strategies.

P v adn

Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY) -
Transforming Agriculture

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://theprint.in/economy/horticulture -
production-in-india-declinedmarginally -in-
2023 24-agriculture -ministry -
estimates/2116562/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH)

1. Its goalis to encourageheindustry'soverall
growth in horticulturgapart from bamboo and
coconut).

2.The scheme is for the central sector.
Which of theabovestatementareincorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

aoop

Ans: c
Explanation

This CentrallySponsored&chemevaslaunchedn
2014 15 and consists of the following sub
schemes and functional areas:

The National Horticulture Mission is to advance
thesector'overallgrowthby usingstrategieshat
are specific to each region and area.

Mission of Horticulture for the Himalayan and
Northeastern States: It is a technology mission
with anemphasi®n organicfarming,producing
high-quality planting material, effectively
managing water, etc.

It seeks to advance the industry's overall
developmenin horticulture whichincludes
bamboo and coconut.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Analyse howthe NationalHorticultureMission
(NHM) hashelpedhorticulturefarmsincreaseheir
output, profitability, and productivity. To wha
extent has it been successful in raising farme
incomes?

Key Demandof the question:

Towrite abouttheNationalHorticultureMission
(NHM)

Directive:

Analyze: When askedto analyze,you must

dissectthe topic into its constituentparts and

69


https://theprint.in/economy/horticulture-production-in-india-declined-marginally-in-2023-24-agriculture-ministry-estimates/2116562/
https://theprint.in/economy/horticulture-production-in-india-declined-marginally-in-2023-24-agriculture-ministry-estimates/2116562/
https://theprint.in/economy/horticulture-production-in-india-declined-marginally-in-2023-24-agriculture-ministry-estimates/2116562/
https://theprint.in/economy/horticulture-production-in-india-declined-marginally-in-2023-24-agriculture-ministry-estimates/2116562/

7 June 2024

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

provideasummaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write about the National Horticulture Missig
(NHM) and its objectives.
Then, mention how it helped horticulture fary
increase their output, profitability, an
productivity.

Next, write to whatextenthasit beensuccessfu
in raising farmers' incomes.

Conclusion:

N

ms
d

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 7" June, 2024

Topic: 350" anniversary of coronation of
Shivaiji

Relevance:GSPaperli History

Source: ThePrint

Exhibition to mark 350th anniversary of coronation of
Shivaji to open in Delhi on Thursday

(o]

ThePrint

Context

TheNational Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA)
is hosting an exhibition calle@hhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj: Celebration of the 350th
Anniversary of the Great Coronation.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaja

1 He is credited with founding tharatha

Empire and is renowned foiboth his

courage and his astute leadership.

9 Shivaji had alliances and conflicts with the
the Sultanate of

Mughal Empire,

Golkonda, the Sultanate of Bijapur, and

the European colonial powersduring his
lifetime.

The Ashtapradhan council provided
support to the king, who headed
centralized administration under Shivaiji.

In addition to implementing measures {o

monitor land rights, he reformed th
revenuesystemandreplacedhe Jagirdari
system with the Ryotwari system

Timeline Of Thetifeof I
Chhatrapati Shivaji
e -

-a.'; e
Raigad Fort
Raigad, a hill fort that was formerly
known asRairi, is situated in th&Raigad
district approximately 25 km from
Mahad.

When Javli came under the control of th

Adilshahi Sultanate
Maharaj had taken
Chandrarao More.

in 1656 Shivaji
thefort from

In addition to providing Shivaji with a

means of challenging theAdilshahi
dynasty's hegemony thefort allowedhim
to expandhis authority towards Konkan.
In 1662 Shivaji renamed thd-ort as
Raigad. Thefort wasusedasthe Maratha
warriors' seat of government two year
later.

This was the location of hisoronation in
1674 when he was given thditle
Chhatrapati.

Shivaji, who is currently thenost revered
icon in Maharashtra, diedin 1680at this
fort.

History

He ishonored by the INS Shivaji of the
Indian Navy, the Chhatrapati Shivaji
Terminus (formerly known as Victoria
Terminus), and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site

a

v

e

U
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1 Bal Gangadhar Tilak established the
Shivaji festival in the 1890s in an effort to
inspire young Maharashtrians to be
patriotic by emulating Shivaji.

1 The new design for the Admirals' shoulder
piece and the new Ensign of thedian
Navy arebasednthelegendary Maratha

king Chhatrapati Shivaiji.
Also Read

Topics & Concepts:

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx
?PRID=2023369

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsegarding
administration of Marathas

1. The two main sources of income for Marathas
were Chauth and Sardeshmukhi.

2. The Marathas' lands were the source of revenue
for these two taxes

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor 2

aoop

Ans: a
Explanation

Two important sources of income were
sardeshmukhi and chauth, and it's interesting to
note that these taxes weren't collected in the
Maratha kingdom but rather in the Mughal
Empire's surrounding regions or the Deccar
sultanates.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Highlighting Chatrapati Shivaji's
accomplishment®xplainhow his policiesaidedin
the Marathas' growtiDiscussabout the causes of
the Marathas' downfall as well.

Key Demandof the question:
The response needs to go over Shivaji's
important roles in the developmentof the

Marathaempire as well as the contributing
elements that ultimately caused it to fall.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and caref
considering each one of them. You have
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give abrief explanatiorof ChatrapatiShivaji.
Body:

As a capable politician and general, Shivaji
established the groundwork for a powerful
Marathaempire.Describenisaccomplishments
in brief.

Next, discuss about the elements that
contributedo thecollapseof theMaratha
Empire.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 71" June, 2024

Topic: Over 1 lakh farmers voluntarily gaveup
their PM -Kisan benefits

Relevance:GS Paper2i Governmenpolicies;3
- Agriculture

Source:IndianExpress

Over 1 lakh farmers voluntarily gave up
their PM-Kisan benefits last year

Context

1 Farmersll overthenationhavevoluntarily
foregonehebenefitsof theyearlyRs 6,000
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-Kisan) Schemefrom June 2023 to
May 2024,accordingo dataavailablewith
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the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers
Welfare.
About the PM-Kisan (Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi) Scheme

1 The Central Government provides all of
the funding for this Central Sector
initiative.

1 By reducing their liquidity needs and
enabling timely accessto agricultural
inputsacrosghenation,it seekgo support
landholding farmers' incomes.

L - L Yidana | b}

Income sepport 1o farmens s th s
Ehan 2 Bectanes Land hakting

PEI00 per ywar Far sach farmes i
00 bt Larnlerod davetly 1o Tarreensy
hatk acoomt 0 3 imtallyenss |
|
! 12 erore g nd formers 1o beeent ‘;
w

3
Outiay o ¥75,000 ¢ for FY 201900

Qualifications and Recipients
1 Families thatown land and are farmers
are all eligible, with some exceptions.

1 The husband, wife, and any minor

children are included in the scheme's

definition of family.

1 Based on the programtate governments
and UT administrations determinewhich
farmer families qualify.

1 Farmersvhoareregisteredvith PM-Kisan
must use eKYC. For OTRbased eKYC,
visit the PM-Kisan Portal. For biometric

based eKYC, get in touch with the closest

CSC centers.
Monetary support
1 Eligible farmers receive 6 , 0 0 O

under PM-Kisan. The funds are
distributed inthree equal installments,
each worth 2, 000.

i The beneficiaries' bank accountsceive
the funds directly.

annualdiys, 000

Wilful

Additional Correlated Initiatives

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

{1 Uttar Pradeshaccountedfor amaximum
of 2.03croreof the9.09crorefarmerswho
received the 16th instalment of Pkisan.
Theotherstateghatreceivedhe mostwere
Maharashtrg89.66lakh), MadhyaPradesh
(79.93 lakh), Bihar (75.79 lakh), and
Rajasthar{62.66lakh).

Categoriesof Exclusion

1 Certain beneficiary categories are n
included, such as Institutional
landowners; Ministers; Members of
Legislative Bodies; Former and Current
Constitutional Office Holders; Serving
or retired government officers and
employees; and Regular employees o
local bodies.
Giving Up

1 Farmerscanusethe PM-Kisan websiteor
mobile app to voluntarily leave the
program.

1 Absentedandlords,ineligible descendants,
or changes in the status of land ownersk
are among thereasons given for
surrender.

1 Maximum surrender (split by state):
29,176 in Bihar; 26,593 in Uttar Prades
and 10,343 in Rajasthan.

Grants of Equity to FPOs

1 Through equity grants, PM-Kisan assists
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOSs).

1 FPOs give farmers morenegotiating
power and lower input costs

1 Smallandmarginalfarmersareeligible for
pension benefits under thdPradhan
Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana (PM -
KMY).

1 Uponreachings0yearsof age,it intendsto
provide qualifying farmers with a pensio

per mont h.

1 Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY): This program offerscrop
insurance coverage from seeding to
harvesting against uncontrollable natur
hazards.

Dt
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o
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N SAFEGUARDING
FARMERS ¥

F0OM UNEXPECTES

1 Farmersanapplyfor Interest Subvention
Scheme (ISS) and Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) Saturation Drive, which provide

them  with  discounted  shet@rm
agricultural loans and credit facilities,
respectively.

1 Establishing and Marketing Ten

Thousand Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs):It was introduced
to strengthen farmers' collective power by
empowering and advancing FPOs.

1 Other programs include theNational
Agriculture Market (e -NAM),
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana

(PKVY), NeemCoatedUrea, Soil Health

Card Scheme, and Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

ObstaclesFarmers Face

1 Small Landholdings: The majority of
Indian farmers have small landholdings,
which makes it difficult for thento use
contemporary methods.

- Small-scale farmersbattle to compete
in themarket and deal with financial
difficulties.

1 Climate Change:Cropyieldsareimpacted
by erratic weather patterns.

1 Market Access:Fair prices and market
accessarechallengegor farmers.

1 Debt Burden: Farmers' wetbeing is
impacted byboth high input costs and
debt.

Conclusion

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

1 PM-Kisan seeksto improve farmers'
quality of life by reducing financial strain
on them throughdirect income support

The program, which helps millions of

farming families in India, is still evolving.
1 For improved livelihoods for thosewho
feed the country andustainable growth,
policymakers, researchers, and farmers
must collaborate
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://pmkisan.gov.in/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considethefollowing statementsegardingPM
Kisan Mobile app

1. UndertheRashtriyaKrishi Vikas Yojana
(RKVY), it has been introduced.

2. Beneficiary farmers under PM KISAN can
finish their eKYC process by using their
fingerprintsor aonetime passwordhanksto the
app.

3. Theappwill alsogive farmersaccesgo crucial
information about the scheme and PM Kisan
accounts.

Which of theabovestatementgarecorrect?

Only one
Only two
All three
None

oo op

ANs: a

Explanation

The "Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi" has

led to the launch of the PM Kisan mobile ap
Through the use of an app, PM KISAMgible

farmers can finish their-KYC process without
requiring a ondime password or fingerprints by
simply scanning their faces on their phones.
The farmers will also receive vital informatio
about the scheme and PM Kisan accounts thro
the PM Kisan mobile app.

Mains Model Questions

0.

—
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Q. ThePradharMantri Kisan SammarNidhi (PM-

KISAN) is a step in the right direction towards
enhancingarmersfinancialstability. To guarantee
that it continues to be effective in meeting the
various needs of farmers throughout the nation, it
is imperative that it be continuously evaluated and
adjusted in response to feedback and shifting

agricultural dynamicsAnalyse.

Key Demand of the question:

To assess PM-Kisan's effectiveness in
accomplishing its declared goals.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you m

provideasummaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by outlining PM Kisan's goals and
objectives.

Body:

First briefly discusghedifferent aspectsf PM-
Kisan.

Next, discuss how much it has helpedmers
obtain liquidity availability and access to ca
during difficult times.

Next, discuss the different restrictions, such
the necessity for
disbursement, and exclusion errors.

Conclusion:
Concludewith away forward.
Article: 7t June, 2024

Topic: ONDC records record-breaking 8.9

million transactions in May
Relevance:GSPaper31 Economy

Source:Businesdine

Bawsbnessdine - =

Context

In the retail and riddailing sectors, théOpen

Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)
recorded an allime high of 8.9 million
transactions in May 2024.

dissect the topic into its constituent parts and

documentation, late

About

1 Currently, 5,35,000 sellers use ONDG
more than 1,200 citiesB84% of these
sellers are small sellers

1 The ONDC's objective ofssisting small
businessessin line with the 56 percentof
orders that come from these small sellers

What is the ONDC?

1 Thegoalof the Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) initiative is to
advance open networks for amynd of
digital or electronic network-basedtrade
in goods and services

1 Opensourced methodology, ope

specifications, and open network protocdls

that are not dependent on any one
platform are to be the cornerstones ¢
ONDC.

1 The Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is
the organization behind this initiative.

The ONDC's Need

1 India's e-commerce environment: India
is the third -largest online shopping
nation, after the United States and
China. However, India's e-retail
penetration is only 4.3%, while it is 25%
in China and 26% in South Korea.

1 Platform-specific difficulties: All
management of thee-commerce value
chain's operationsis completelyunderthe
control of one single entity.

- High margin expenses and the
requirement to remain active across
multiple platforms are challenges tha
sellers must overcome.

- Onlywhenboth buyersand sellersare
on the same platform can transactio
take place.

N

f




7" June 2024

PRAGNYA IAS ACADEMY

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

- The emergence of monopoliesaises
obstacles to-eommerce adoption on a
large scale.

GOVT HOPES TO REPLICATE UPL MODEL'S SUCCESS
s

1 Independent Transactions With ONDC,

transactions for goods and services can be
completed bycustomers and merchants
without being restricted to a specific
platform.

Improving Efficiency: By puttingin place

a dynamic pricing model, digitizing
inventorycontrol,andmaximizingdelivery
costs, ONDC hopes to increase efficiency.
Forall usersof theplatform,thislowersthe
overall cost of doing business.

Hyper-Local Search Engine:By default,
ONDC's hyper-local search engine
leveragesGPS proximity data. Thisgives
customers the freedom to select the
logistics partners and sellers they want to
use to complete their orders.

Additionally, the platform will be built to
comply with the upcomingersonal Data
Protection Bill and the Information
Technology Act of 2000
Importance of ONDC

Appropriate Platform: Rather than being
constrainedy particularplatform -centric
policies,small businessesvould befreeto
use any OND&ompatible applications.
E-Commerce Inclusivity: It is anticipated
that ONDC will increase the accessibility
and inclusivity of e-Commerce for
customers. Customers may use any
compatible application or platform to find
any seller, good, or service, giving them
more options and more freedom of choice.
Growth of startups: ONDC will enable
collaborative startup  growth by

providing scalable and affordable e
commerce via the open protocol.

ONDC & Its potential

0 10 $340 tn Ly 2090 wity

200 aan
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Bif oo

165 mn users
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://retail.economictimes.indiatimes.com/ne
ws/ecommerce/etailing/ondc-clocks-all-time-
high-of-8-9-million -transactions-in-
may/110671211

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC)

1. The Departmentor Promotionof Industryand
InternalTrade(DPIIT) is theorganizatiorbehind
the initiative.

2. As aresult, all platforms used by buyers and
sellerswill connectvia ONDC andoperateona
single open protocol.

Which of theabovestatementgarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo oW

Ans: c
Explanation

Thegoalof ONDCis to promoteopennetworks
that are built using opesourced methodology,
openspecificationsandopennetworkprotocols
that are not platforrspecific.

It is a project of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry'sDepartmentor Promotionof Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT).

Thiswill allow all platformsusedby buyersand
sellers to connect through ONDC and operate

—
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usingasingleopenprotocol.

Even in cases where purchasing a product is
necessary, ONDC will present all available
optionsacrosgnultiple platforms,allowingthe
customer to select what he or she wants.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussabout the Open Network for Digital
Commerce's (ONDC) potential in the context of
Indiane-commerceWrite aboutthemainobstacles

it must overcome and offer a plan for ensuring its
effective execution.

Key Demandof the question:
To write about Open Network for Digital
Commerce's (ONDC)

Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi
thatyou mustdiscuson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and caref
considering each one of them. You have
provideargumentd$or andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith the context.

Body:

Write aboutONDC andits potential.
Then,mentionaboutmainobstaclest must
overcome and offer a plan for ensuring its
effective execution.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

76




8" June 202

PRAGNYA BHARATHI:
Article: 8" June, 2024

Topic: UN E S C Gtatesof OceanReport
Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Environment

Source:Down to Earth

UNESCO’s State of Ocean Report highlights key knowledge
gaps in research & data on spiking oceanic warming

CO0000® wnew

Context

Recently theUnited Nationsreleasedthe
UNESCO State of Ocean Report 2024.

STATE OF THE
OCEAN REPORT

A

Cimst

2024
- _‘"’_1-— _—
Lepsss =a°

About the 2024UNESCO Stateof the Ocean
Report

1. At the United Nations Ocean Conference in
2022 thelntergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC-UNESCO)launched the
UNESCO "State of the Ocean Report."

DELT HYDi B 06 L ORBUNET TPT
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2. An accessible synopsis of thtateof theocean
is givenin thisreport.It supportsnitiativesaimed
at building asustainabldéuturefor our oceans and
aids in monitoring th&N Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development (2021
2030).

3. 0ver100 experts in marine science
contributed their knowledge on subjects like
pollution, ocean acidification, and tsunami
warningsto thefirst report releasedin 2022.

4. Every yearonJune 8, World Oceans Day
new editions of the report are made available.
Thesereportsconcurwith thesevergoalsof the
UN Ocean Decade.

)

MERCATOR !
OCEAN

Principal Aspectsof the Report

1. Ocean Warming: There has been a noticeable
increasein temperature in the top 2,000meters
of the oceansin the last 20 years, the rate of
warming hasncreased from 0.32 + 0.03 W/m?
to 0.66 £ 0.10 W/m=.

2. Energy Absorption: Approximately 90% of
the excess energgn Earth is absorbed by the
oceansDeoxygenation, or the loss of oxygen
results from this, endangering both human
economies and marine ecosystems.

3. OceanAcidification: Sincethelate1980sthe
pH of the ocean has significantly decreased
indicating that th@cean's acidity is rising
globally, particularly in the open ocean.

4. Sealevel Rise: Sincel993,therehasbeena
steadyrisein seaevels.To keeptrackof this at
every level better monitoring systemsare
required.

5. Marine Carbon Dioxide Removal: Although
methods taextract carbon dioxide from the
oceanaregainingattention|t is still unclearhow

+919880486671
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successfultheywill beor howtheywill affectthe
environment.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.ioc.unesco.org/en/articles/state
oceanreport-2024date-knowledge-ocean
action#:~:text=While%20atmospheric%20tem
peratures%20tend%20to,highest%20increases
%20since%20the%201950s

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Which of thefollowing releaseshe Stateof the
Ocean Report?

a. WorldBank

b. UnitedNationsEnvironmentProgramme
c. UNESCO

d. World EconomicForum

Ans: c
Explanation

The State of the Ocean Report helps important
policy-makers make decisions about ocean
protection and sustainable planning by gathering
the most recent information on the condition of
theworld'soceansfrom pollutionto biodiversity.
Published by UNESCO.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Ocean warming is a serious threat to aquatic
ecology,with far-reachingeffectson ecosystems,
human societies, and marine spechesalyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the effects of global warming
andthestepshatneedto betakento mitigateit.
Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissecthetopicinto its constituenpartsand
provide a summary of each, carefully
examining the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Providebackgroundnformationfirst, thenuse
statistics to support your points.
Body:

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

First,describenowthis coversroughly 70% of
the surface of the Earth.

Write nextabouthow the oceanareabsorbing
moreheatdueto greenhousgastrappingmore
solar energy, raising sea levels and sea surfe
temperatures.

Write abouttheabove'smpactnext.Provide
examples to the answer.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 8" June, 2024

Topic: Bihar, Andhra P r a d edenfaidd$or
special category status

Relevance:GSPaper21 Polity
Source:Moneycontrol

Special category status for Andhra Pradesh, Bihar
back in focus as Naidu, Nitish emerge kingmakers

TO® chief Chondmbabo Moty ond JOVUT supramd Nitsh )asdr's ag-rtanding damand of
e s2atus for thay mypertive states Andhen Prodert ant Bhhar, are back v foous ahamt
of e farmation of an NDA 30 government ot the Centre

Wanh RS Sating inoct of & Lox 5akna masetty owy MDA albas tios TDR 300 JDOUT a0w searcipng 1o resmrales
AEIMIERG fOr Sha s Gamanas

Context

FollowingtheLok Sabhaelections thedebate
overBihar and Andhra Pradesh's special
category statushas picked back up steam.

About SpecialCategory Status

1 Itis a classification that th@enter has
givento help Statesthatareeconomically
or geographically disadvantaged
develop

1 Onthefifth FinanceCommission's(FC)
recommendation it was introduced in
1969.

+91 9880486671
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1 Its goal was t@ive some states extra
help in orderto getovertheir physicaland
infrastructure limitations.

1 Aspectdakeninto accounpriorto
awarding SC&omprise
- Steepandchallengingterrain
- Strategiglacemenhearinternational
borders;

- low populationdensityand/orsignificant
proportion of tribal population

- Regressiom theeconomyand
infrastructure and

- Thestate'dinancesarenot sustainable.

Criteria for Specal Category Status

Ministry of Comme ree & Industry | Planning Commission
| Hilly & difticult terraan
1, Geographical solaton y Low population densay
2. Inaccessible termin 3. Swamegic locativn along the bo
L. Poor resowrie hase peigbhoring coumtnes
b Remotene ss 1o larger markel 4 Econonuc and indrastrucnral
5. Poor infrastructure backwaniness
5 Nom-viable matare of state fing

1 Covered StatesThe SCS was granted to
threestatesn 1969: Jammu & Kashmir,
Assam, and Nagaland.

1 Theformer National Development
Council then awarded the SCSeaht
more States ArunachalPradeshiManipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura,

Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.
NOT SO SPEI:IAL ANYMORE

The Coetre clamrt that fodlowing T lacrcase b Lax dovobution to States fram 329 10 42% of dunbie pool of
cerriral baxes, Shere iy o hrther need 19 gave “Spechal Clegary’ slatin 1o avy State

:, \" On accoust of Bhese bacation 2 Backwardness, Specol

[ (:_‘ Mkl Prideh Cotegovy States hove been allocsted msstance s gk
Lymwss ey

g‘ S S vsibond Aeetel Pradch © Dy aee peanided © Assstonce for exdorai]

fos( .’, Fi ’ 30 % of the 1ol contrad aided progrets (905 granl

< - aistance {FOR A Qay | St

A TN Sk g TR S e | S peceknled invpition

= h s s | [MV3cfit PrageasTe (AND
Y | © Specal plan assistonce for | 2ssistance (50 a5 o)
Kghad propocts (900 of # 24 prasta) | S N Sopay -
e bt e | O COOI) 0O Iers S
r R g at O L specard cestra) e proenotion of infustr
[ £ J || Gt eintance (100% of it on accaent of econemic
F- Vg Mepabm proveded as geaet) | backwandocss

! y .
'\‘ - "‘? 5 ’mu Lol DILUTION FOLLOWING UMION BUDGET 2615-16 |
¥ 77777 Okiyterm

\ O Discontinoed sow contral | O Aliscations wnder ATl

|\ M 4 Olowdsany ausstasce. special centrd | redweed from B3 8952

Qlewry \ 7/ Olocatenskm Saistance arsl peckd pan | erere ko 201815 to nt
— \5 Sordeny Mtance L Re1L000 crowe: schene )
O heorcese O Very Sow evtvmaty aades | 1 nilh 2 Iigher muichu

Rachwwtdnes prizects toeiribation by S

1 TheGadgil-Mukherjee formula, which
allocated the SCS Statesarly 30% of
all central assistancdor States,wasthe
basis for grants that the SCS States
previously received.

- However, this support for SCS States
has been absorbed into a greater
devolution of thalivisible pool funds
for all States (increased to 41% in
the 15th FC from 32%) following the
dissolution of the Planning
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1 Additional advantages Specialindustrial

Clamour and Controversy for SCS

T

1

1

Conclusion andWay Forward

1

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

PRAGNYRASACADEM'

Commission and the
recommendationsof the 14th and
15th FC.

- Furthermorethe SCSStateshaveafar
more favorable ratio of 90:10for the
Center-State funding of centrally
sponsored schemethan the60:40 or
80:20 splits for the general category
States.

incentives are available to SCS states,
includingreduced excise duties, waived
customs duties, income tax exemptions,
reduced excise taxes, temporary
corporation tax exemptions,concessions
and exemptions related to GST, and
lower state and central taxes.

Within the complex framework of India's
federal system, the idea 8$pecial
Category Status (SCShas generated a
greatdeal of discussionand controversy.
Statedike AndhraPradestandBihar have
beenespeciallyvocalin their demandfor
SCS

AndhraPradesh'pursuitof SCSfollowing
its bifurcation has been entwined with its
efforts toovercome the loss of revenue
and to foster developmentn the absence
of a metropolis like Hyderabad.

The demand for Bihar depends on its
effortsto combatpervasivepoverty and
promote industrial development

As India'seconomygrowsto beworth $5
trillion , the discussion surrounding SCS
highlights the importance oflzlanced
approach to development.
Futureplansintendedo lesserinequalities
and encouragemaore harmonious
pattern of developmentthroughout the
country may be influenced by the lessons
learned from the SCS experience.
The discourse on SCS must be guided by
the spirit of cooperative federalismin
orderto guarante¢hatall regionsof India
can benefit from economic progress.
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lok
sabhaelectionresults-2024bihar-andhra-
pradeshrdemandfor -speciatcategory-status
explained/article68258730.ece

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthefollowing statementsegarding
Special Category Status

1. TheFifth FinanceCommissiorfirst granted
Special Category Status in 1969.

2. Hilly terrain, low per capita income, tribal
populationsandeconomichackwardnesare
amongtherequirementgor SpecialCategory
Status.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: c
Explanation

Thefragmentednandaten the GeneraElections
might rekindle Nitish Kumar's JD(U) and

Chandrababu Naidu's TDP's demands for Bihar
and Andhra Pradesh to be given special category
status. The Fifth Finance Commission first gave

Jammu and Kashmir (now union territories),

Assam, and Nagaland Special Category Status in

1969.
Justificationfor SpecialCategoryStatushasecdn

regional, social, and economic backwardness.

Hilly terrain, low per capita income, tribal

populations, and economic backwardness are

some of its requirements. Unstated in the

Constitution jt surfacedasaresultof amendments

PRAGNYRASACADEM'
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To write aboutSCSperformancendnecessary
changes.

Directive:

Critically analyse Whenaskedo analyzeyou
mustbreakthe subjectdowninto its constituent
parts and provide a summary of each, carefu
examiningthetopic'sstructureor nature When
“critically” is addedo a directivejt meanghat
the subject matter should be evaluated
objectively, taking into account both its
advantages and disadvantages.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Startby outlining thegoalsandpurposedgor
which SCS was granted.

Body:

First, discuss the different standards by whic
states experiencing geographic or
socioeconomic hardships are awarded SCS.
Talk aboutthenumerousdvantagesonnected
to it.
AnalyzethestateghathavebeenawardedSCS
over time. Write about how much they
benefited from the SCS grant, supporting you
points with data and examples. Mention the
disadvantages of receiving a SCS.

Write nextonthemodificationsthatshouldbe
made to the SCS classification and the
procedures involved in doing so.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 8" June, 2024

Topic: Nucleartechniquesin settingscience
based global food standards

Relevance:GSPaper31 ScienceX Technology
Source:FAO

made to the document. The central government is

in charge of running it.
Mains Model Questions

Q. The problems with India's Special Category

Statusserveasa starkreminderof thedifficulties
with fiscal policy, regional development, and
federalismCritically analyse.

Key Demandof the question:
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Context

1 TheDirector-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)
emphasized the critical role that nuclear
technologieganplayin establishingfood
standards that are grounded in science

The useof nuclear methodsin establishing
international food standards

9 Pathogen DetectionTo identify and
describgpathogen food, techniquedike
radiolabeled probes and polymerase
chain reaction (PCR)are used.

1 Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR):
Molecular/genomic and stable isotope
methodgrovidewaysto identify possible
AMR in samplesfrom farm animal
environments.

HOW ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE HAPPENS

ArtiioGes Wil the Dacterts

casning the fines 2n vl o

v 0000 bacteria protecting
the Soxdy e infecton

&

The drug reaitant
Dactiria is now able
o grow aeed tyke over

Bome tacterta pres
(it Oy essiance o
othir bacterta

Lats of gereny

dag sevalart

1 Preserving Food Safety and Quality:
Utilizing X-rays, electron beams, and
gammaays,nucleamethodsanreduce
pathogens and increase shelf life

1 Applications in phytosanitary control:
By guaranteeinghatagriculturalproducts
arefree of pestswithout the need for

DELT HYDi B 06 L ORBUNET TPT
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chemical treatments, radiation satisfies
pestquarantingegulationsandestablishes
benchmarks for global trade.

1 Verification of Origin and Authenticity :
Methods such as trace element analysis
andstable isotope ratio analysis (SIRA)
aid in confirming the provenance and
origins of food.

1 Nucleartechnique®ffer quick,field-
deployable methods for screening
products for contaminants and for
tracking down thesource of
contaminated products.

What are the Benefits?

1 Programs for Labeling and
Certification: Authenticfood products
should becertified and labeled to
promote transparency and consumer
trust.

1 Applications for phytosanitary
practices: By chemically sterilizing pests
found inagricultural products,
phytosanitary practicesassisin adhering
to international pest quarantine
regulations.

1 Nuclear techniques improve laboratory
capacitiesto detectandreactto patternof
contamination that are changingaas
result of climate change, establishing
guidelines for robust food safety
procedures.

India’'s useof radiation technologies

1 Basedonresearchand development
conducted at thBhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC)two
technologydemonstratiomplantswere
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established. Thérst is KRUSHAK in
Lasalgaon,Nashik, Maharashtra, which
treats fresh produce (like mangos) with
low dose radiation fosprout inhibition
and quarantine.

1 The second is thRadiation Processing
Plant (RPP)in Vashi, Navi Mumbai,
Maharashtra, which uses high dose
radiation to irradiate products (like pet
food, spicesandherbalproducts)n order
to decontaminate them
microbiologically.

Way Forward

1 Nucleartechnologieprovide competitive
and frequently distinctive wayse fight
hunger, lower the rate of malnutrition,
improve environmental sustainability,
and guarantee the authenticity and
safety of food.

1 To assist member nations in using these
technologies safely, thfeood and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) andthe
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) have a strategic partnership.

1 In order tocreate protocols and
communicatewith CodexAlimentarius,
the global organization in charge of
establishing food standards, nuclear
techniquesare also employed.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://agriculturepost.com/agritech/nuclear
technologiesoffer-unique-tools-to-setscience
basedglobal-food-safety-standards-fao/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Food and Agriculture Organization

1. It isthebiggesthumanitariarorganizatiornn
the world that works to combat hunger and
advance food security.

2. It isaUnitedNations(UN) specializecagency.
Which of the above statements are correct?

1lonly
2and3
1land2
1,23

oo oW
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Ans: b
Explanation

TheUnitedNations'specializecagencyFAQ s in
charge of spearheading global initiatives to end
hunger. In order to preserve and uphold
agricultural heritage systems across the globe, i
established the Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems (GIAHS). Other actions made
are:

Keepsaneyeontheglobalsituationregarding
desert locusts.

Theorganizatiorin chargeof all thingspertaining
to the execution of the Joint FAO/WHO Food
Standards Programme is the Codex Alimentariu
Commission, or CAC.

The Food and Agriculture Organization's Thirty
First Sessiorof Conferencen 2001approvedhe
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussaboutthe goals,accomplishmentgnd
organizational structure of the Food and
Agriculture sector.

Key Demandof the question:
Thequestionasksusto write in-depthaboutthe
FAQ's organizational structure. It also requests
thatwe write in-depthdescriptionsof the FAO's
various programs, accomplishments, and
priority areas.

Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou must discussn paperby goingover
the specificsof theissuesathandandcarefully
considering each one of them. You have to
provideargument$or andagainstach
position.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Write a brief introduction introducinghe FAO.
Body:

Write about how the FAO is organized.
thenwrite aboutthe FAO'spriority areas.
Discussabouttheaccomplishmentef FAO.
For example, the Joint FAO/WHO Food
Standard®rogrammestablishedhe Codex
Alimentarius Commission in 1961 to create
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food standardsguidelinesandtexts,including
codes of practice.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 8" June, 2024
Topic: WomenMPsin the Lok Sabha
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Polity

Source:Hindustan Times
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Number of women MPs elected to the
Lok Sabha drops

uy Earaaip ifgikhar X . new Dalhl

L o @ O D

he 18th Lok Sabha will have 74 women Mambears of
Parliament (MP), marking aslight dip from 2019 when 78

women MPs weare elected

The new Parllament Saliding In New Deihi, (Flie

The 18th Lok Sabha, elections for which concluded with the

announcement of results on Tuesday, will have 74 women

Members of Parliament (MP), marking a slight dip from 2019

when 78 women MPs were elected to the Lower House of
Context

In thelatestLok Sabheelections,74 womenwere
elected which is aslight decrease from the 78
women elected in 2019

About Womenin the Eighteenth Lok Sabha

1 In 2024 Indiaelected74 female MPs to
theLok Sabhawhichis four lesserthan
in 2019 but 52 more than in 1952the
country's inaugural election.

9 Less than onethird of the Lower
House'selectedstrengthd 74womerd
make up th&3% of seatsthat will be
reserved for women following the next
delimitation exercise.

DELT HYDi1 B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

Comparing This Year with Previous

1 Thegendemakeupof theLok Sabhahas
generally exhibited &rend towards
greater representation of womerover
time. But it hasn't happened quickly or
linearly.

1 Women's representation in the Lower
Housewasjust4.41%in 1952 Tenyears
later, it rose tmver 6% in the election,
but it fell below 4% once more in 1971

1 With a few notable exceptions, women's
representation hascreased gradually
but steadily sincethen.It passedhe 10%
threshold in 2009and reached a peak of
14.36% in 2019.

1 Following the 2014 Lok Sabha elections,
thatpercentage increased to a mere
12.15%.In the Indian parliament, neither
malenorfemalecandidatesireallocateda
seat.

CHANGE INWOMEN'S STRENGTH IN LOK SABHA OVER THE YEARS

14.36%

3
©
o

7]
10.68%
11.42%

P

L

o N
@

091
996
998

99 -
2004
2009
2014
2019
2024

- = & = & 8 8 8~ X B =

LJPRV
2 2 3

JD(U) DMK

OTHERS: JMM,NCP (SP), RJD, SAD,
Apna Dal, YSRCP, TDP won 1seateach

All data courtesy PRS Legislative Research

Worldwide Comparability

+91 9880486671

83




8" June 202

PRAGNYA BHARATHI:

1 Thelnter-Parliamentary Union
estimateshatwomenrepresentabout
26% of legislators globally.

1 NewZealandis amongthefew countries
where themajority of legislators are
women

1 For example, women make up 46% of
MPsin SouthAfrica, 35%in theUK, and
29% in the US.

Causesof Women'sLow Participation

1 Low literacy: Lack of literacy is one of
the main barriers twomen's political
empowerment Compared to male
candidatesfemalecandidatestypically
have lower levels of education and
experience.

- In India,womenreadatarate of 65%
while men read at an 82% rate.

1 Absenceof political will: It is evidentthat
the lawmakergack political will because
thebill designatingathird of the seatsfor
womenwas repeatedly defeated.

- Themeasurgemainsontheplatforms
of all parties, but it has never been
implemented.

1 Identity masking: Out of all the women
whoranin the2019electionsonly oneof
them emerged victorious.

1 Patriarchy: Womendo nottruly feelin a
position of authority, even though they
make up the majority, becausale
spousesr other family members
frequentlyinfluence their choices An
obvious illustration of this is the creation
of Sarpanchpati in Panchayati.

1 Gender Disparities Biases based on
gendercontinueto beabarrierfor women,
as dodifferences in attitudes,
educational attainment, and resource
ownership.

1 Otherthanlack of confidence financial
constraints were the main barriers that
prevented women from pursuing
careers in politics.

1 Sexual division of labor:A system in
which women manage all household
choreseitherindependentiyr by hiring
domestic helpers.
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1 Oneof themainobstacleshatwomenface
during campaigning and keeps them fromj
running in elections islanderand abuse.

Women's Reservation Bill:
A Timeline

* First d in Parliament i 1996 under Prime

Why Women in Legislation
Matter

* Bettor Economic Performance: Women
legesiators & Loonammee performance by sbot

¢ Consclentious
255 vulnurable to poitical opportunism

EEEN Women lngislsors and economic perfoe
Econamics Resesrch, 2018

mance’ pages by th Linfted Nations CUN) University Word institute for Development

Importance of Femalelnvolvement

1 Representation:Womenlegislatoramake
sure that women's concerns and interests
aretakeninto accounwhendraftinglaws.
Diversity: They contribute a range of
viewpointsandlife experiencethatcan
result inmore inclusive and thorough
policies.

Empowerment: By servingasrole models
for other women and girls, their
participation in legislative bodiescan
empower others.

Gender equality is theissueat hand.
Given that theymake up half of the
population, womenoughtto havean
equalvoicein thelawsthatshapeour
society.

Attempts to closethe disparity

1 TheNational Commissionfor Womenin
India has been making strides to increass
women's involvement in all areas of life,
including the legislative process.

An analyticalstudyontheUnited Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and its application in
India has been carried out by tNational
Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

In 2023,Nari Shakti Vandan

Adhiniyam, The Women'sReservation
Bill, a recent amendment, suggests
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allocating onethird of the seats in the
state legislative assemblies and Lok
Sabha(the lower house of parliament) to
women. It represents a major step toward
increasedemalerepresentatiom national
politics, albeit it is subject to presidential
assent.

1 National Empowerment Policy for
Women: Women's empowerment,
developmentandadvancemerdrethe
main objectives of this policy.

Conclusion

1 Theattitudes of societyatlargeregarding
gender equality are reflected in the
representation of women in the Lok
Sabha.

1 Even though theroportion of female
Members of Parliament has gradually
increasedover time, gendelparityin the
Indian Parliament is still a long way off.

1 A positivestepin theright directionis the
impending delimitation exercise which
will set aside 33% of seats for women.
- Nonetheless, it is critical to carry on

the conversation about this matter and
make progres®ward developing a
representativeand inclusive political
system.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://indianexpress.com/elections/omen-
electedto-lok-sabhalower-than-20199374726/

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. From 5% in the first Lok Sabha elections to
15% in the most recent Lok Sabha elections,
womennow haveallargerrepresentatiom the
legislature.

2. Therearenevermorethan20%of womenin an
Indian state assembly.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
d. Neitherlnor2

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT
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Ans: c
Explanation

From 5% in the first Lok Sabha to 15% in the
currentLok Sabhaywomennow makeup 15%of

the legislature. In India, no state's assembly has|
morethan20%femalerepresentationith 18%

of its MLAs being women, Chhattisgarh has the
highest representation of any state, followed by
Himachal Pradesh with one and Mizoram with
none.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussaboutwhethemmorewomenshouldbe
represented in the legislature to promote
inclusivity, diversity, and equity.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutrepresentationf womenin the
legislature

Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou must discussn paperby goingover
thespecificsof theissuesat handandcarefully
considering each one of them. You have to
provideargumentdor andagainseach
position.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Provideabrief overviewof women'scurrent
status in parliament to begin your response.
Body:

Write aboutthe cause®f thelow representation
of women in parliament.

Give abrief explanatiorof how havingmore
women in the legislature would guarantee
inclusivity, diversity, and equity.

Discuss about some of the measures the
governmenhastakento increaseéhe numberof
women in parliament.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 8" June, 2024

Topic: Indian Toy Industry into UAE market
Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Economy

Source:AIR
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Indian Toy Industry Makes Strong Push Into UAE Market

Context

1 A delegation from th&oy Association of

India (TAI), whose members include
retailers, importers, exporters,
manufacturersanddesigner®f toy testing
labs, has arrived in tHgnited Arab
Emirates.

The Toy Industry in India

9 TheMinistry of Statefor Commerceand

Industry reports that toy exports from
Indiaincreased by 60%, from $203.46
million in 2018i 19 to $325.72 millionin
the fiscal year 2032023.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

1 Toyimportshavedecreasedy 57%,
from $371.69 million in 2018 19 to
$158.70million in 2022 2023.

1 Growing at aCAGR of 12% between
2022 and 2028the Indian toy industry is
expected toeach $3 billion by 2028
makingit oneof thefastestgrowingin the
world.

1 The majority of India's toy producers are
found in the centrdhdian states of
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
and other areas

4-5 Lakh Artisans making toys as part of cottage industry

Expected growth (CAGR) of
toy business in 2020-2025

Global - 4.5%

4'000 p 75%: Micro units
Total toy ) 22%: Small and
manufacturing ' medium enterprises
units in India

3%: Large players

Opportunities for the toy sector

1 Theavailability of raw materials: India
is thesecondlargest producer of
polyesterand related fibers in the world,
making up8% of the global market for
plush toys reasonably priced plastics,
paperboards, and textiles

1 Competitive Labor Costs:India has
comparativeljjower laborcoststhanother
competing geographies, making it a
desirable destination.

1 In Budget2023,the import duty on toys
wasraised from60% to 70%.

1 FDI up to 100%is permittedvia the
Automatic Route.

What are the related difficulties?

1 Limited Brand Awareness Bothlocally
and globally, Indian toy brands are not
well-known. Their limited efforts in
marketing andrand building make it
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difficult for themto competewith well-
known international brands.

1 The industry is characterized bygh
degree of fragmentationdue to the
prevalence oémall and mediumsized
enterprises (SMEs)which poses
challenges to their capacity to attain
economie®f scaleandmakeinvestments
in research and development (R&D).

1 Worldwide Rivals: Asia's prosperous
industrializing countries, led by China
sincethe1980s,Vietnam at the moment,
and Japan almost a century agp
encourage toy exports as a means of
creating jobs.

1 Regulation and Compliance:A lot of
them have had trouble staying on top of
regulatory changesand complying with
BIS standards.

1 High Cost Due to thenigh taxes on
equipment,small manufacturers are
unable to upgrade to machinery
production.

Governmental campaigns

1 Speak Up for Local: Via theNational
Action Planfor Toys (NAPT), theIndian
governmenbffersextensiveassistancéy
bringing togetheR0+ Ministries/
Departments.

1 HugeCluster Ecosystem:To enticelocal
and international toy manufactureos
establish operations in Indig the Indian
government has created more than sixty
toy clusters.

1 Toys: Quality Control Order (QCO): It
was released in 2020 in accordance with
the BIS actto guarantee that toys
produced or imported into the nation met
international quality standards.

1 Tailored State BonusesA number of
stateshaveannouncedhcentiveso offset
nearlythirty percenof themanufacturing
costs for toy manufacturers.

Way Forward

1 With the recent conclusion &ree trade
agreements with the Middle East and
the United Arab Emirates, toysmadein
India now have zerduty market access.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT
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1 Enhancingindustry associationss also
necessary to give the industry a cohesive
voice and to make it easier for
stakeholders to work together.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:
https://tai-india.org/

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. An estimateds5 billion USDis thevalueof the
toy industry in India.

2. The value of the toy industry worldwide is
estimatedo beUSD 120billion, or 1% of the
total market.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

aoop

Ans: c
Explanation

An estimateds5 billion USDis thevalueof the
toy industry in India.

The value of the toy industry worldwide is
estimatedo beUSD 120billion, or 1% of the
total market.
TheNCR,MaharashtraKarnatakaTamil Nadu,
and other central Indian states are home to the
majority of India's toy manufacturers.

The industry is fragmented, with 4,000 toy
industryunitsfrom MSMEscontributingto the
90% of the market that lacks organization.
Compared to the global average of 5%, the
domestidoy demands expectedo grow atarate
of 10-15%.

Mains Model Questions

Q. The partnership between the UAE and India,
which covers a wide range of topics, promotes
cooperation on regional and international issues
while alsoaidingin thedevelopmenandstability

of both countriesAnalyse.

\ Key Demand of the question:
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To write about the expanding trade, energy,
diasporaandsecuritytiesbetweerindiaand
the United Arab Emirates.
Directive:
Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissecthetopicinto its constituenpartsand
provide a summary of each, carefully
examining the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:
Introduction:

Give anoverviewof the historicaldevelopment
of India UAE relations first.

Body:

Briefly summarizing the history of attempts
betweerindiaandtheUnited Arab Emiratesup
until the present. A flow chart can be used to
improve the presentation.

Next, discuss the trade relations in terms of
investmentstrade infrastructuretechnology,
diaspora, and crossultural interactions.
Write abouttheconnectionbetweerenergy
and the diaspora.

Write nextaboutthe maintenetsof the
friendship between the two countries.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 9 June, 2024

Topic: SC mandates SelDeclaration by
Advertisesbeforereleasingadvertisements

Relevance:GSPaper4i Transparencgnd
Accountability

Source:PIB

Context

1 Before publishing or airing any
advertisementsll advertisers and
advertising agenciesre required by
SupremeCourt order to submit a"Self-
Declaration Certificate."

About

1 A new feature has been added by the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcastingto thePress Council of
India's portal for printanddigital/internet
advertisements as well as tAeadcast
Seva Portal for TV and radio
advertisements.

1 Thepurpose of the selfdeclaration
certificate is to attest to the
advertisement's compliance walh
applicablelegalrequirementsandlack
of deceptive claims.

1 For their records, advertisers must certify
that they have uploaded tBelt
Declaration Certificate totheappropriate
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publisher printer,broadcasteQr
electronic media platform.

T Without a current Selbeclaration
Certificate,no advertisementmay air on
television, in print, or online; this
requirement will apply tall New
Advertisements From 18th June, 2024

1 It's a step in the direction pfotecting
consumers, promoting transparency,
and using ethical advertising techniques.

Importance of the Action

1 Ensure accountability and
transparency. The action aim$o stop
deceptive ads from being published
without holdingproducerspromotersand
advertisersiccountableThisencouragea
just and open marketwhere customers
are not duped.

1 Assure consumer protectionBy
prohibiting deceptive advertising and
unfair business practiceghat jeopardize
the public interest, the action seeks to
protectconsumerights.By doingthis, it is
ensuredhatcustomerdasetheirdecisions
onaccurate and reliable information.

1 Make sure laws and rules are
implemented more effectively:This
measure is likely tgtrengthen the legal
framework againstfalse advertisingby
enhancinghe enforcementf currentlaws
and regulations, such as tlkksleading
Advertisements and Endorsements of
Misleading AdvertisementsRegulations

Indian Advertising Standards

1 Someof the mainlegislationsare
- Act of 19550n Cable Television
Networks (Regulation)
- India's PressCouncil Act of 1978
- CableTV Networks (2006)
Amendment Rules
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1 Additionally, thereareafew well-known,
legally prohibitive provisionsthat control
advertising.

- A non-statutory tribunal called the
Advertising Standards Council of India
("ASCI") was founded i1985with the
goal of establishing a selégulatory
frameworkto guaranteethicaladvertising
practices.

- In accordance with it€ode of

Advertising Practice (the "ASCI

Code"), ASCI considered@ndresolved
complaints.

- As long as an advertisement is meant for
Indian consumers or exposed to a
sizable number of Indian consumersit

is covered by this Code whether it is read,
heardor viewedin India or originatesor is
published overseas.

1 In 2022, theDepartment of Consumer
Affairs' Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) releasedGuidelines
for Prevention of Misleading
Advertisements and Endorsements for
Misleading Advertisements, 2022."

- Its goalis to stop deceptiveadvertising
and safeguard customersvho might be
taken advantage of or harmed by them.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://www.campaignindia.in/article/confusion
-prevails-after-supremecourt-instructs-
advertisers-agenciesto-
provide/496521#:~:text=Makinq%20the%20S
DC%20mandatory%20for,with%20the%20self
%2Dcertification%20process

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. TheConsumerProtectionAct of 2019creates
consumer protection councils to defend
consumers' rights both nationally and locally.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

2. TheCentralConsumeProtectionAuthority
(CCPA) is in charge of guarding against data
breaches and maintaining consumer privacy.
Which of the above statements are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: a
Explanation

Threetiered consumer protection councils are
establishe@tthenational,state anddistrictlevels
by the Consumer Protection Act of 2019. These
councils are in charge of raising consumer
awareness and defending consumer rights.

Removing and replacing the Consumer Protection

Act of 1986 is the Consumer Protection Act of
2019.Thegoalof thenewAct is to give consumer
protectionin Indiaamorethoroughandfunctional
framework.

Protecting consumer rights and interests in the
face of unfair trade practices and consumer
exploitation is the main purpose of the CCPA.
While data breaches and privacy prevention are
relatedto consumeprotectiontheyfall underthe
purview of different regulatory bodies in India.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussaboutthe CentralConsumelProtection
Authority (CCPA) and how the nation's consum
rights will be safeguarded by it.

Key Demandof the question:
Therespons@eedgo go overtheestablishment
of the Central Consumer Protection Authority
(CCPA), as well as its importance and reach.
Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou mustdiscusson papery goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
consideringeachoneof them.You haveto
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
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Structure of the answer: the"Agnipath” program for temporary
Introduction: enlistment in the military should be
Give a brief definition of CCPA. examinedy theincomingadministration.
Body:

Provideathoroughexplanatiorof thefollowing Agnipath Scheme

points in the answer body:

The definition, application, and importance of
CCPA.In accordancevith Section10(1)of The
Consumer Protection Act of 2019, the authority
is being established. The Act, which took the
place of The Consumer Protection Act of 1986,
aims to address more consumer concerns. The
new Act recognizes offenses like deceptive
advertising and giving false information about
the amount or quality of a good or service.
Reiterate the importance of this body in

defendingconsumerightsasyouwrapup. Il _ _
Conclusion: for the Agnipath program if they are

Concludewith away forward. between the ages of 17.5 and 21

1 It wasunveiledin 2022andgoesby the
nameTour of Duty program.

1 Itisanindian Army recruitment
programwith ashortduration.

1 As per the policy, soldiers, referred to as

"Agniveers," undergo a fouryear

recruitment process Followingthis, only

25% of the recruits from each batch are

retained for d 5-year period of regular

service.

Maximum Age: Candidatesansignup

Article: 9% June, 2024 - Theprogramglves.youngIndlanswho
wantto serve their countrya way to

berecruitedinto thearmedforcesfor a

Topic: Agnipath Scheme brief period of time.

Relevance:GSPaper3i SecurityForces P ‘ & . é‘, -4

Source:Moneycontrol

Scrapping Agnipath scheme could mean a higher AG N l PA I H

defence pension bill
Scheme

Significanceof the Plan

Context
f The coalition known as th¥ational 1 Lower the Average Age of Military
DemocraticAlliance (NDA) statecthat Personnel:Sincethe 1980s effortshave
been made to lower the average age of
DELT HYDi1 B 6 L ORBUNET TPT +919880486671
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military personnelparticularlyin the

Army.

- Theprogramseekdo enlistyoung
Indians in the armed forces.

9 Brief ServicesOffered in Other Nations:
The length of service in the contemporary
armed forces of many nations varies from
two to eightyearswith the optionof being
active or reserve.

- Men and women serve in thsraeli
army for thirty monthsand twenty
months, respectively.

- Inasimilarvein,shorttermcontracts
exist in theUnited States and the
United Kingdom.

- The"Agnipath"planwill takeabout
thesame amount of time as many
elite armed forces

1 Overall budgetary constraints areoneof
the biggest issues the Indian armed forces
are currently facing.

1 Employment: This program will lead to
more job openings, and soldiers will be
able to find work in a variety of fields
thanksto theknowledgeandexpertiseghey
gained during their four years of service.

Issues

1 Short Duration: In thetech-heavyNavy
and Air Force, four years is not enough
time for a conscript ttearn the skills
necessaryto operate complex systems.

1 May Promote Cohesion:Because the
Army operates under a regimental system,
there is concern thatsmldier on a short
term contract maynotbeascommittedto
their duty or country. This could lead to a
loss of cohesiveness within the unit.

1 Absenceof Employment Guarantee: It is
contended that it would beequitable to
the recruit because, upon the completion

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

of four years hewould nothavean
employment guarantee.

1 Training Length: The scheme's primary
flaw is that a soldier would not be
adequatelyprepared for anincreasingly
technologically advanced environment
with only six months of training.

Conclusion

1 TheAgnipath schemeaimed at
modernizing and streamlining the
Indian Armed Forces hasencountered
great deal of opposition and difficulties.

1 The future of the Agnipath scheme is
uncleardespitepolitical pledgego endit
andcontinuousfeedbackfrom military
personnel.

1 The government's and the military
leadership's main objective will be
strike a balancebetweensoldier welfare
and satisfactionand operational
effectiveness.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nda
allies-call-for -review-of-agnipath-say-lok-
sabhapolls-revealedanger-against
scheme/article68259674.ece

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Agnipath Scheme

1. Tenpercenbf the positionsaresetasidefor the
hiring of agnavers in the Assam Rifles and
CAPFs.

2. All newrecruitsinto the ArmedForcesmustbe
between the ages of 17 and 23.

3. Of them, only 25% will be kept on as
permanentadredor anadditionall5years.
Which of the above statements are correct?

a. land3

b. 2and3
+91 9880486671
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c. land2
d. 1, 2,3

Ans: a
Explanation

TheMinistry of HomeAffairs (MHA) announced
that 10% of the openings are set aside for the
recruitment of agnavers in the Assam Rifles and
CAPFs. Statement 1 is therefore true.

All newrecruitsinto the ArmedForcesnustbe
between the ages of 17 and 21.

Merely 25%of theworkforcewill bekeptonas
permanent cadres for an additional 15 years.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Critically analysethe Agnipathschemewhich
attempts to change the recruitment process for
young men and women into the Indian armed
forces in order to reform defence policy.

Key Demand of the question:

To write abouttheadvantageanddangersf the
Agnipath scheme.

Directive:

Critically analyse: When asked to analyze, you
should dissect the topic's structure or nature,
breaking it down into its constituent parts and
summarizinghem.When"critically" is addedo
a directive, it means that the subject matter
should be evaluated objectively, taking into

v

account both its advantages and disadvantages.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Startwriting aboutthegoalsandpurpose®f the
Agnipath military recruitment scheme.
Body:

First, go over the main components of the
programsuchashiring, pay,lengthof service,
and postenure benefits.
Next,describeéhescheme'snainadvantagem
writing.

Write abouta numberof short andlong-term
issues related to the plan after that.
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Conclusion:
Concludewith away forward.

Article: 9" June, 2024
Topi c: GaSatjagrahas 1
Relevance:GSPaperli History
Source: Indian Express

Explained: 131 years ago, Gandhi’s first
satyagraha

Context

1 InstigatingGandhi's first act of civil
disobedience known assatyagraha, on
June 7, 1893, MK Gandhiwas thrown
from a train's firstclass compartment at
thePietermaritzburg railway stationin
South Africa.

7 June 1893
This incidént changed

the course: of his life
“'He took-up the ftght
2 against racial oppresswn
“~His active non-vuolence

“started from that date
+919880486671
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About Satyagraha andMahatma Gandhi

1 With his philosophy of Satyagraha,
Mahatma GandiBi a name synonymous
with nonviolent resistanceand peace
has left an enduring impression on the
world.

The commencemenbf Satyagraha

1 When Gandhi was in South Africa, he
cameup with theterm"Satyagrahato set
his movementpartfrom othersthatwere
calling for"passive resistance."

i Translatingo "truth -force" or "soul-
force," Satyagraha is derived from the
words"satya" (truth) and "agraha”
(insistence).

Event at Pietermaritzburg
1 A young attorney named MK Gandhi was

forcibly removedrom atrain's first-class
compartment designated for "whites
only" on June 7, 1893, at the

Pietermaritzburg railway station in South

Africa.

1 It set off Gandhi's first act of civil
disobedience, known as Satyagraha,
whichis consideredo be oneof themost
significantturningpointsin Gandhi'dife.

IFCVIDSTEDEA

When asked

lovacate the

Thrst cass tran
tment The nodend ik Canehi Sy

s tohis ki ne 1!‘.' 2 to gt gl
nnllnn.—a 'mlm
lodo so

3

Vs pushed off the fran
at Pefermaritzturg

S8 tocrrenaton

W) LR oo the Nl by
sogro: R guw atersen i the
Ftt o dirs n Souts fhen

Fundamentalsof Satyagraha

1 Gandhi saw satyagraha asraversal
remedyfor injustice and suffering, as
well asa strategyto beappliedin fierce
political conflict.

1 HeurgedSatyagrahispr adherentsf
Satyagraha, to uphold values like
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truthfulness, nonviolence, natealing,
nonpossession, body or bread labor,
restraint in one's desires, bravery, and
respect for all religions equally. He also
recommendedadopting economictactics
like boycotting imported goods.

Beyond merely engaging in civil
disobedience, satyagraha encompasses
everything from the intricacies of
upholdingmoralprinciplesin daily life to
theestablishment ofsubstitute political
and economic institutions.

Satyagrahaln Practice:

T

l

During the Champaran movementin
Bihar, Satyagraha was one of the first
applications in India.
ThehistoricChampararbatyagrahavas
the culmination of theociopolitically
charged situationin the region.
Thepowerrelationsbetweertheoppressed
peasants and thedigo planters
underwent a dramatic changeas a result
of Gandhi's intervention.

Strength of Satyagraha

1

Gandhi's Satyagraha wasnaral and
spiritual philosophyaswell asapolitical
instrument. It emphasized thility of
moral bravery and the truth to bring
about social and political change.
According to Gandhi, civil disobedience
was aform of protest against the
injustices committedoby thosewho made

+91 9880486671
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laws,andlawsweremeantto promotethe

welfare of society.
Effects of SatyagrahaWorldwide

T India's freedom movements, such as the

Quit India Movement (1942), the Civil

DisobedienceMovement (1930 34),and

the Non-Cooperation Movement(1919
22),were all based on the tenets of

satyagraha.

QuIT INDIA MOVEMENT

2

« India is observing the 77th anniversary of
Quit india Movement on August 8.

« In 1942, All India Congress Committee
) approved the '‘Quit India Resolution’ in

Bombay Session.

« Quit India Movement was launched at
Mumbai's Gowalia Tank Maidan, now
popularly known as August Kranti Maidan

on 8th August 1942,

CAUSES OF GIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT

«  No mndian was

Farmation of the setocted in this
Simon Caommission roview COMMItLoo
«  Tha MNehwu Report of
1928 wasnt
considared by British)
T policy of brutat
Failure of Demand repression
21 Dominion Status L

= Jawaharial nehru

= Protests against

the armrest of
social
revolutionaries

100k aught for
purna swaraj

Young teader

cOong

PERSONALITIES ASSOCIATED
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Non-Cooperation

—.‘_\\
¢ )

Resign from

Government '

Jobs

Withddraw
Children from

Gavernment
Alded
Schools

1
'

NOt 1o servo
British Army

Goods and

use indian

made Coods 2
£
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1 These ideas then influenced other
movements for justice around the world,
such as\Nelson Mandela's fight against
apartheid andMartin Luther King Jr.'s
Civil Rights Movementin the United

States.

History

1 Theenduringlegacyof MahatmaGandhi's
Satyagraha philosophy has shapetl
only the Indian freedom strugglebut
also a plethora of global movements.

91 Developed while he was living in South
Africa, Gandhi's Satyagraha philosophy
played a significant role in tHadian
resistanceto British imperialism andhas

since been taken up by protest movemen

around the globe.

1 Millions of people worldwide are still
motivatedto pursue justice and equality
by the ideals of satyagraha even now, as
we negotiate aariety of social and

political obstacles.

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.britannica.com/topic/satyagraha

philosophy
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Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Individual Satyagraha

1. Following the August offer's failure, Gandhi
madethedecisionto startasmallscalesatyagraha

in each locality, carried out on an individual basis
by a few chosen people.

2. It soughtto demonstrat¢hatnationalist
forbearance was not a sign of weakness.

3. Individual satyagrahavasfirst initiated by

Vinoba Bhave.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1lonly
2and3
1and2
1,23

oo op

Ans: d
Explanation

Gandhi made the decision to launch a limited
satyagraha on an individual basis by a few chosen
people in each locality following the August
offer's failure. Individual satyagraha was started
with the following objectives: (i) to demonstrate
that nationalist patience was not a sign of
weakness; (ii) to convey the sentiment of those
whofelt thattheywereuninterestedn thewarand
did not distinguish between Nazism and the
double autocracy that ruled India; and

(iii) to providethe Governmentvith another
chance to agree to the demands of Congress
amicably.

Thesatyagrahavasfirst offeredby VinobaBhave
and then by Nehru. 25,000 persons had been
found guilty of individual acts of civil
disobedience by May 1941.

Mains Model Questions

Q. In India, the Vaikom Satyagraha was a
trailblazingcampaigrfor socialjusticeandcivil
rights.Discuss.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

Key Demandof the question:

To write apaperonVaikom Satyagraha's
importance.

Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyoumustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
consideringeachoneof them.You haveto
provideargumentdgor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write abouttheVaikom Satyagrahaanonviolent
civil rights movement spearheaded by Mahatn
Gandhi that sought to end the practice of
untouchability. Through peaceful protests and
demonstrationghe movementvasableto defeat
the opposition.

Write nextabouttheaboveandits legacyandits
significance.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 9" June, 2024
Topic: World Oceans Day 2024
Relevance:GSPaper3i Environment

Source:Down to Earth
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On World Oceans Day 2024, IUCN chief urges countries to
strive for High Seas Biodiversity Treaty

C0000® [oye—

et Lgei i he Srwcr Qo of Tae leterratond e,
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Context

Thelnternational Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) director generalGGrethel
Aguilar, urged nations to work towardaly
operational High SeasBiodiversity Treaty on
World Oceans Day, 2024.

What are the high seas?

They make up nearly 2/3

of the workl’s otean

They
Eartt

ot 95%
d i

First Dimension: The rationale for the Call

1 Biodiversity Protection: There is a great
diversityof life in thehigh seasIn spiteof
this, fewer than 2% of the world's high
seasarelegally protected This
emphasizes how important thiggh Seas
Biodiversity Treaty is.
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1 Unsustainable Practices and Subsidies
in Fisheries: In order to prevent
overexploitation
stockstheheadof IUCN emphasizedhe
necessity of more nationsgatifying the

global agreement on unsustainable fishin

practices and subsidies.
SecondDimension: Treaty's Impact

1 High Seagegulation: TheHigh Seas
Biodiversity Treaty would improve
international law's abilityo regulate
nearly half of the planet's surface.

1 Preservation of Biodiversity: The

agreement would be extremely important

for maintaining biodiversity in the high
seas.
Third DimensionT NecessaryMeasurements
1 Ratification of the Treaty: TheHigh Seas
Biodiversity Treatymust be ratified by
all nations immediately. The treaty will
become international law only when it is

signed and ratified by at least 60 countrie

1 Collective Action: TheHigh Seas
Alliance urged world leaders to ratify the
High SeasTreaty on World OceanDay,
in an effort to promote collective action.

1 Building on Ocean Breakthroughs:
Aguilar stated in her remarks that
humanityneedgo continueto capitalize
on the ocean's momentum
breakthroughs; thelife of theoceanand
our blue planet require it.

mE e menE

What is the significanceof the High Seas
Treaty for India?
+919880486671
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1 Marine Biodiversity: India is a country
with alarge coastlinethat depends on
marine resources for both livelihoods and
food security. The pact contributes to the
preservatiorof thehigh seasbiodiversity,
which is linked to India's own marine
ecosystems.

1 Blue Economy: Deepsea mining and
bioprospectingaretwo exampleof the
emerging blue economy in which the
treaty may help India participate.

1 Global Leadership: India has the
potentialto haveabig impacton howthe
treaty is implemented and how
sustainable ocean governanas
promoted.

Conclusion andWay Forward

1 The treaty can play @oordinating role,
strengthening, enhancing, and
promoting cooperationamong current
legal instruments and frameworks and
pertinent global, regional, and national
initiatives, thereby contributing to the
conservatiorandsustainableiseof marine
biodiversity.

1 By doing this, itscapacity to support
presentand future generationswill be
preserved.

1 Inorderto bringthistreatyinto effectand
put nearlyhalf of the planet's surface
under better international law, all signing
nations should be encouraged to ratify it.

1 To preventverfishingof theworld'sfish
stocks, more nations shoutatify the
global agreement on unsustainable
fishing practices and subsidies

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://highseasalliance.org/treaty
negotiations/#:.~:text=The%20High%20Seas%
20Alliance%20(HSA the%20seafloor%20and
%20water%20column.

Prelims Practice Questions

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
High seas

1. Theoceaniaegionsthatfall outsideof acoastal
state's exclusive economic zone (EEZ) are know
as the high seas.

2. Activities on the high seas are governed by tf
United NationsConventionon the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS).

3. All nationsshouldbenefitfrom theexploitation

of the high seas, which are regarded as a share
heritage of humanity.

Which of the abovestatementarecorrect?

1and3
2and3
1and2
1,2,3

oo opw

Ans: d
Explanation

Theocean'sigh seasareregionsthatareoutside
of any coastal state's exclusive economic zone.
An internationaktonventiorknownasUNCLOS
governs activities on the high seas.

The high seas are regarded by UNCLOS as a
sharechumanheritageandshouldbeusedfor the
good of all countries.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Theworld'seconomy society,andecosystem
all depend heavily on the high seas, and
maintaining their health and sustainability will
require effective management and protection.
Discuss.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthe high seastheir significance,
the dangers they face, and the precautions that
must be taken to keep them safe.

Directive:

Discuss- Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully

+91 9880486671
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consideringeachoneof them.You haveto
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definehigh seadirst.

Body:

Write first about the significance of the high
seasjncludingits naturalresourceshiodiversity,
ability to regulate the climate, trade, navigatiof
and scientific research.

Write nextaboutthethreemainthreatsheyface:
piracy, illegal fishing, and the disposal of
hazardous waste.

Write abouttheactionsthatmustbetakento
safeguard the high seas after that.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 10" June, 2024
Topic: Child Food Poverty report by UNICEF

Relevance:GSPaper21 Health,Povertyand
Hunger

Source:UNICEF

1 in 3 children in Nigeria experiences severe child
food poverty due to conflict, climate crises, and
inequity

Smatanng MmN

Media contacts

Aoxs i lgesmr

LR

Context

1 A-reporttitted "Child FoodPoverty:
Nutrition Deprivation in Early
Childhood" has been releaséy
UNICEF.

About the Report

1 It examines the effects and causes of
dietary deprivation on the youngest
people on the planet in almost 100
countriestakinginto accountifferent
socioeconomic levels.

1 The majority of children living in child
food poverty reside itow- and middle-
incomecountries, andthereportfocuses
on these nations and the effects of child
food poverty on undernutrition and
delayed development.

DELT HYDi B 6 L ORBUNET TPT

1 Itlooks at thecurrent state, patterns,
injustices, and causef early childhood
food poverty in children.

Child food poverty is measured using the UNICEF and World Health Organization (WHO) dietary
diversity score. To meet the minimum dietary diversity for healthy growth and development,
children need to consume foods from at least five out of the eight defined food groups.

If children 0-2f
are fed: L

Important discoveriesconsistof

1 181million children undertheageof five
live in severe child food poverty
worldwide, accounting for one in four
children.

1 Millions of parentsand families struggle
to feed their children wariety of
nutrient -dense foodghat young children
need to reach their full potential.

1 Severechild food povertyis gettingworse
due to theglobal food and nutrition
crisis, localized conflicts, and climatic
shocks, especially in fragile nations.

1 Theworldis notmovingquickly enough
to end child food poverty (CFP).

1 All parts of the world are affected by
severe child food poverty, but not equally
of the181 million children living in
severechild food poverty,more than two-
thirds (68%) are inSouth Asia and sub
Saharan Africa.

Severe child food poverty affects 1 in 4 children, globally
= 1€

"
=
-
——
|

Parcertage of Chidrn Svng i sewars i food poverty snd moderals chid lood powerty by URSCES regpen e ghotaaly 2022

India’s current stateof child food poverty
1 SevereFood Poverty: Accordingto a
UNICEF report, Indiais oneof the20
+919880486671
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nations that will account for 65% of all
childrenliving in severechild food poverty
between 2018 and 2022.

1 Inequities: Although India has narrowed
thesevere CFP gappetween households
in poverty and those in wealthier
households in the last decade, disparities
still exist based osocioeconomic status,
caste,gender,and geographicallocation.

1 Micronutrient Deficiencies: Many
childrenexperienceleficienciesn certain
micronutrients, especially iron (anemia),
which impairs learning and cognitive
development.

1 Zero-Food Children: According to a
2023 studythat was published ifhe
Lancet Child & Adolescent Health,
19.3% of Indian children undertheage
of five had"zero-food days," in which
they went the entire day without eating.
Out of the92 low and middle-income
countries surveyed, this is the highest
number.

Effects

1 Consequencefor Health: CFPisthe
primary cause of childhood
malnutrition, which presents as
underweight (low weight for age),
wasting (low height for age), and
stunting (low height for age).

1 Reduced Cognitive Development:
During the crucial early years of life,
malnutritioncanhavepermanenteffects
on brain developmentthat result in a
reduction in cognitive ability.

9 Decreased Productivity:Children who
areundernourished grow upto be less
capable adults who have lower physical
andmentalcapacitiesyhichlimits their
ability to earn a living and make an
economic contribution to society.

1 Increased Healthcare CostsBecause
CFPincreasesheneedfor medicalcare

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

andhospitalstays familiesandthe
governmentmust pay more for
healthcare.

1 SocialExclusionand Stigma: Children
with CFP and their families may
experience discrimination and social
exclusion which further marginalizes
them.

1 Lossof Human Capital: Thecountry's
mMost precious resource is itaman
capital, which is taken away by CFP.

Difficulties in Managing CFP in India

1 Inequality in the Economy: Oneof the
main cause®f child food povertyis the
large portion of the population that
cannot afford a nutritious diet.

1 InadequateNutrition: Thisproblemis
made worse by thieend toward
processedoods whichfrequentlylack
important nutrients.

1 Poor Sanitation: Therisk of infections
and diseases is increasaslhen people
lack access to adequate sanitation
facilities, which can exacerbate
malnutritionandmakeit moredifficult for
nutrients to be absorbed.

1 Absence of Health Infrastructure:

Access to healthcare services is hampere

by thelow density of physicians and
nurses particularly in rural areas. This
implies that children who are
malnourisheanightnotgetadiagnosisor
treatment in a timely manner.

Recommendations

1 Governments and partnersmust fund
initiativesto increasechildren's accesgo
a variety of nutrienrtlense meals arglt
an end to child malnutrition.

1 UNICEF urgeshational governments,
academic and research institutions,
donors, civil society,and the media, in

+91 9880486671
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additionto developmenandhumanitarian

partners, to:

- Transform food systems by making
sure that théood and beverage
industry complies with laws
protecting children from unhealthy
foods and beverages and that food
environmentsnakenutritious,diverse,
and healthy foods the most accessible,
affordable, and desirable option for
feeding young children.

- In order toprevent and treat child
malnutrition , prioritize the most
vulnerablechildrenby utilizing health
systems to provide vital nutrition
services, such aounseling and
assistance with child feeding.

- In order to respond to the food and
nutrition needf themostvulnerable
children and their families, activate
social protection systemsThis
includes social transfers to shield
children who arenost at risk of child
food poverty.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://owsa.in/severechild-food-poverty-amid-
world -crisessaysnew-unicef-
report/#google vignette

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Which of thefollowing organizatiorhas
released Child Food Poverty report?

a.World HealthOrganization
b. UNICEF

c. UNEP

d. World Bank

Ans: b

Explanation

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

Whenchildrenlack dependablaccesso enough
nourishing food for their growth and wellbeing,
they are considered to be living in child food
poverty. It is released by UNICEF

Mains Model Questions

Q. What are the reasons behind India's urban
poverty?Discussaboutthestepshatcanbetaken
to eradicate urban poverty nationwide.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the reasons behind urban
povertyandtheactionsrequiredto eradicatet.
Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou must discussn paperby goingover
thespecificsof theissuesat handandcarefully
considering each one of them. You have to
provideargumentgor andagainsieach
position.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give astatisticindicatingthe numberof urban
poor people in India to start.

Body:

First, discuss the different factors that
contributeto urbanpovertyandhowit differs
greatly from rural poverty.

Then, discuss the policies that must be
implementedo eradicataurbanpoverty,suchas
minimum wage, social security, food and
nutritional security, housing, rehabilitation, an
resettlement.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 10" June, 2024

Topic: The highsand lowsof India-US
convergence

Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationaRelations

Source:ORF

+91 9880486671
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©ORF =

The highs and lows of India-US convergence

Related Search

Context

1 Anongoingpointof contentiorbetween
India and the USis the assassination
attempt on &ikh separatist in the US.

An overview of bilateral relations betweenthe
US and India

Since India gained its independenadations
with the United Stateshave persevered through
mistrustandenmity stemmingirom thecountry's
nuclear program during the Cold War.

- Inrecent years, there has been an
improvement in relations and a
strengthening of cooperationin
variouspolitical andeconomicspheres.

1 Trade: Betweer?017 18and 2022 2023
there was &2% increase in trade
between the two nations.

1 The US came in second to Singapore in
termsof grossforeign direct investment
inflows into India in 2021i 2022 with
18% of the total.

1 Defense and Securityln order to
establish deep military cooperatidndia
and the US have signed three
"foundational pacts": thelogistics
Exchange Memorandum of Agreement
(LEMOA) in 2016 theCommunications
Compatibility and Security Agreement
(COMCASA) in 2018 theBasic
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

(BECA) in 202Q andthefirst two 2+2

dialogue in 2018.
| FDUNDATIONAL AGRS ms |

Logistics Exchange Carvevaasication \eteeaperabiity & Securtty
of Ag: fum Agr (OSM0A)
| » Technslogy enabler » U5 sy CSMNOA will boost
[rERSUS NS S 16 het tramter bigh- Imieraperas ey 2 sord 13 ersare
m"_‘::‘. Y tech avionics, ancrypind secrecy of ity CANR (command
| 1or each éBhes's waships communication & contral, communications. comgutey,
slrcraft o0 tarterfequat seiue heCtrsaic systema iotigence vrveilasce md
|- Sy o Irdla fecanransnce) sestoms

5 e o s ot a? oty | > Tt fears hat US wilbe able to track & snocp on indlan

india extend sopport H U5 goey | “OOMBVMrCAN subped with ek vstems
UM S "N MUy Diuntry Basie » US says BECA » But Inda. which
» Good for U5 Soetes ro-balescing | A Cooperation will help india with bt ity owen satelite
10 Aska Paciic. Indan forces rrely | Agrecmest for advanced saleliite & anagng cagediithes,
rperie Ty aay om e Sorvs | Oeo-Spatial topographical data 1iv  wawilling for American
it access 10 Dfibout] & Dlege long-range ranaton | digital sensors o be

| Gt coukd Do usetud (mca) A misvleurgeng positned en ity soil

1 Space:Thelndia-signed Artemis
Accordsoutlinedasharedvisionfor space
exploration's future that will benefit all of
humanity.

1 Multilateral Cooperation: Indiaandthe
US work closely together in a number of
multilateralinstitutionsandforums,such
as theworld Trade Organization,

World Bank, G20, International
Monetary Fund, and United Nations.

1 Nuclear Cooperation: In 2005,India
signed the Civil Nuclear Deal which
required it to keep its civilian and military
nuclearfacilities separatendto safeguard
all of its civilian resources from the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA).

1 Inreturn, the US commits faursuing
completecivil nuclear cooperationwith
India.

1 New initiatives: A number of new
initiativeshavebeenannouncedncluding
theinitiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology(iCET) totransformrelations
between the two countries and (BE-
HAL deal to manufacture jet engines in
India.

Disparities in relationships

9 Positions at odds:The West was
understandably irritated by India's
lacklusterdenunciatiorof the Russian
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invasion of Ukraine in 2022 which cast
doubt on India's reliability as a security
ally.

71 Limited Utility: In an IndePacific
conflict, like aChineseinvasionor naval
blockadeof Taiwan, India'susefulnesso
the US is probably going to be restricted.

1 If the United States were to engage in
military action to defend Taiwan, India
would probablystayout of theUS-China
conflict.

 The US wants its allies wtand more
united againstRussia While nationssuch
asAustralia and South Koreahave
provided military support ttJkraine, the
US and the Westsee India as
opportunisticallypurchasingnoreoil from
Russia in the midst of the conflict.

1 Defensetieswith Russia:India'spurchase
of weapons such as tl8e400 air defense
systemworries the US because it
increases Russian powembstructs
secure communications and
interoperability between US and Indian
forces,andkeepsprivateinformationfrom
being shared.

India-related worries

1 Dependencyon China: Russias forced
to rely more on China for support as a
result ofUS assistance in the Russia
Ukraine war, which strengthens
Ukraine's defense and
counteroffensives.

1 ThisreducesRussianautonomyandmay
make it more difficult for it tauphold
defense contractsvith India in the event
of aconflict between China and India.

1 TheUS'sattentionhasbeendivertedfrom
China by the RussiaUkraine conflict,
which has significantly weakened the
strategic convergence between India
and the US.

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT

1 Furthermore, India in particular and the
Indo-Pacific regionas a whole have
sufferedfrom US attentionbeingdiverted
by theMiddle East conflict.

Conclusion

1 Thelast25yearshaveseenaconsiderable
improvement in théndia-US
relationship, which is crucial in
determining th1lstcentury
international order. But now that I'm
looking at it, it seems like the relationship
is reaching a ceiling because 8teategic
glue holding the foundation together is
crumbling.

1 The shared threat posed by China is the
reason for thetrategic convergence of
the US and India Their strategic
convergence decreases as the US
concentratesnoreon Russiaor any other
adversanandindiaconcentratemoreon
Pakistan.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.iaea.org/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

1. It isaglobalorganizatiorthatencourages
nuclear energy to be used peacefully.

2. It wasputin placeto easgéensiondetweerthe
US and the USSR during the Cold War.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

ANs:

Explanation
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An international organization called the
International Atomic Energy Agency works to
prevenmnuclearenergyfrom beingusedfor any

kind of military purpose, including the
development of nuclear weapons.

ThelAEA is taskedwith maintainingthevaluesof
the 1970 Nuclear NeRroliferation Treaty as the
leading nuclear watchdog within the UN. At the
height of the Cold War between the United States
and the Soviet Union, on July 29, 1957, it was
founded as an independent organization. Vienna,
Austria serves as its headquarters.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Strong strategic and economic ties
notwithstanding, the InditJS relationship faces
obstaclesuchastradedisputesandhumanrights
issueghatcall for cautiousdiplomacyin orderto
preserve resilience and reciprocal benefits.
Analyse.

Key Demand of the question:
To discuss the main points of agreement and
disagreement between the United States anc
India, aswell asstrategiegor resolvingthem.
Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissecthetopicinto its constituenpartsand
provide a summary of each, carefully
examining the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give some background on the recent
developmenbf theIndia-US relationshipto
start.

Body:

Write about how the US is India's most all
encompassing strategic partner in the first
section. Discuss how the two cooperate in a
variety of fields, including trade, defense,
multilateralismjntelligence cyberspace;ivil
nuclear energy, and education.

Next, discusshow, despitetheir cooperatiorand
ideological similarities across all of these

DELT HYDi B0 L ORBUNET TPT
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domainstheyaredistinctfrom oneanotherdue
to their differing goals and underlying
ideologies. Give examples to support your
claims.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 10" June, 2024

Topic: 124" deathanniversary of Birsa Munda
Relevance:GS Paper: 1 History

Source:IndianExpress

Birsa Munda’s 124th death anniversaryj:
Significance of the tribal leader’s

(Written by Anagha Jayakumar)

Masking the 124th death ann v ofr

v tribal leader Birss Munda,
Jrarkhand Chicf Mi )

ampai Soren paid his tributs

Context

Onthe124th anniversary of therevolutionary
tribal leader Birsa Munda's passing a tribute
was recently given.

About Birsa Munda

i) November15,1875 wasBirsa Munda's
birthdate.

i) Hewasfrom theMunda tribe, whichlived in
the Chotanagpur area(now in Jharkhand).
Originally anomadic hunting community, his
community had shifted to farming.

iii) Underthedirectionof instructorJaipalNag,he
finished hiselementary schooling.

iv) Birsabecamea Christian in orderto enrollin

+91 9880486671
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the German Mission school butsheleft aftera
short while.

Birsa Munda led the Ulgulan
(resistance by Adivasis) against the
British capture of land and forests in
present day Jharkhand. This
movement (1899-1900) won legal
protection of land rights and banned
Jorced labour. Millions of Adivasis
commemorate his birth anniversay

each year.

Impact of British Rule
i) Land Ownership Changes:ThePermanent
Settlement Act (1793)which established the
zamindari system upended the customary
"khuntkatti" system of land ownership.

The Permanent Settiement,

Settlement of Bengal, which was an agreament between the
East India Company and Bengall landlords to fix revenues to

also known as the Parmanent

be raised from land, with far-reaching consequences for both
agricultural methods and productivity in the entire British
Empire and the political realities of the Indian countryside.

i) Exploitation: The new system resulted in the
eviction and exploitation of tribal communities
by establishing landwning zamindars (dikus)
and tenant farmers (ryots).

iii) Forced Labor: The tribal people were
subjectedo forced labor under the "begar"
system

iv) Moneylenders and Courts:Tribals were
madeto rely on moneylendersandBritish courts
took the place of their customary clan councils.
v) Famines: The tribal populatiorsuffered
widespreadstarvation asaresultof faminesin
18964 1897 and 18991900.

Birsa Munda's significant contribution

1. After being impacted by th®ardari uprising
againstBritish rule, Birsaactivelyparticipatedn
theanti-colonial and antrmissionary
movements.

2. Birsa established th@irsait faith , which
promoted thevorship of a single God and
opposedsuperstition. He wasregardedasthe
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Father of Dharti ka Abba and Bhagwan,the
God.
3. BirsaMundaorganizedhe Ulgulanmovement,
a guerilla insurrection against British rule. The
movement'®bjectivesvereto overthrowcolonial
laws and rent payments and establish the Birsa
Raj.
4. TheUlgulan movementbrought about
important reforms that safeguarded tribal land
rights,suchasthe TenancyAct (1903)and the
Chotanagpur TenancyAct (1908),which also
repealed the begar system.

Ly

Ulgulan or GreatT_ ult
® The Munda Ulgulan movement was a revolt against the
British and zamindars in the Chotanagpur plateau
(present day Jharkhand) region of India,

® In 1874, the British replaced the tradition al h
system of Munda tribals by the zamindari sy

® The leader of the movement was Blraﬂumh who
proclaimeda rebellion in 1894,

® He declared himself as 'god' and gathered a large
number of supporters to revolt against the land system
and beth-begari (work without pay).

* |In December 1899, Birsa launched m#m-duuuiem
the landlords and the government.

| ® He was caught in the year 1900 and he
yearmetod\olenazmeageofiunzs

5 Birsa was taken into custody oarch 3,
190Q andpassedaway at the ageof 25 on June
9, 190Q in Ranchi Jail.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

.
0

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india
news/{harkhand-guv-cm-pay-homageto-birsa-
munda-on-his-death-anniversary-
101717926690899.html

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. Among the tribes that lived in the
ChhotanagpuregionweretheMundasandKaols.
2. Birsa Munda, one of the Mundas' capable and
charismatideadersdeclarecarebellionin 1894.

3. Tribal Affairs Ministry establishing museums
dedicatedo theTribal Freedontightersto honor
their sacrifices and contributions to the nation's
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freedomstruggle.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1and3
2 only
land2
1,23

oo op

Ans: d
Explanation

Amongthetribesthatlived in the Chhotanagpur
regionweretheMundasandKols. BirsaMunda,
one of the Mundas' capable and charismatic
leaders, declared a rebellion in 1894.

Tribal Affairs Ministry establishing museums
dedicatedo theTribal Freedontightersto honor
their sacrifices and contributions to the nation's
freedom struggle.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Despite their failure, India's tribal uprisings,
whichweresparkedoy avarietyof causesgreatly
increased public awareness, sparked further

resistance, and changed official poli&xamine.

Key Demand of the question:

To write aboutthe significanceof tribal revolts,
the reasons behind their failures, and the ways
in which different forms of oppression led to
them.

Directive:

Examine: When given the task of "Examine,"
we are expected to thoroughly research the
topic (contentwords),examingt, investigatet,
and determine the important details and
problemssurroundingt. We shoulddiscusghe
implications of these facts and issues as well
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by pointing out that numerous tribal
uprisingsagainstheoppressiorof theruling
class occurred during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries.
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Body:

Talk about the various problems that Native
Americans face, including the state's high
demandor landrevenuecorruptpracticesand
colonialpoliciesthatmadetheir situationworse
by destroying Indian handicraft and handloon
industries, evicting peasants from their lands
encroaching on tribal lands, and more. To
support your arguments, provide a few
examples of peasant and tribal uprisings, suc
as Bhil, Mappila, Santhal, etc.

Write aboutthereasondehindtheseuprisings'
failure after that.

Write nextonthesignificanceof thesetribal
uprisings.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 10" June, 2024

Topic: A NEET mess
Relevance:GSPaper2i Education

Source: TheHindu

A NEET mess: On the conduct of the medical
entrance test

Maore efforts to prevent sgregious violations are needed

Context

1 Inthe most recent round, thNational
Testing Agency (NTA), which
administersthe NEET, wascompelledo
form a committee consisting ofour
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members to investigate the accusations
and chargespertaining to the
administration of the medicineentrance
and eligibility test in 2024.

How the Medical Entrance Exam is Conducted

1 NEET hasgainedasmuchnotorietyin the
little more than ten yearsthatit hasbeen
in place in India as moss grows on a
stationary stone.

1 Approximately 1,500 students from six
centerscomplained that they were not
allowed to finish the exam in its entirety
due to a variety of issues, including the
distributionof anincorrectquestiorpaper,
torn OMR sheets, technical difficulties,
and a delay in th®MR sheet
distribution.

1 Theimpactedpartiesweregranted grace
marks by the court.

1 It was discovered after the results were
releasedhatcertainstudentsadscoresof
718/719%utof720,whichwasnotpossible
given thecurrent evaluation
methodology.

1 Therewereallegationghatanatypically
large proportion of pupils obtained
perfect scores.

1 Later, the NTA explained that many
students had received full marks on the
paper, indicating that it was generally an
easy one and that tloeld marks were the
resultof giving gracemarksasrequiredby
the court.

1 Notonly that,buttherewerealsorumors
that the NEET UG question papead
been leaked prior to the test.

1 There have reportedly been allegations of
inconsistent evaluation of the UG papers
andinaccuraciesliscoveredn theofficial
NTA NEET UG answer keys.
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1 Political parties have demanded an
exhaustive and expert thighrty
investigationnto thechargesandgroups
of students have also demanded a retest

1 Every year, accusations of shoddy exam
center management and ridiculously stric
clothingregulationsagainstandidatesre
leveled.

1 Exam-cheating schemes which
applicantsendin proxiesto takethetest
in place of them have been revealed.

1 It should come as no surprise that NEET
has a troubled history given that it is
arguablyone of the largest entrance
examsheldeachyear,with almost23lakh
students taking the test.

1 Expertscontendthat itis impossibleo be
totally error-free onanexamthis size.

1 However reportsof flagrant infractions
during the exams make headlines year
after year.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://nta.ac.in/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
National Testing Agency (NTA)

1. ThelndianSocietieRegistratiomct, 1860,
was used to register NTA as a society at its
founding.

2.1t is a testing organization that operates
independently and sustainably and administers
entranceexamdgor fellowshipsandadmissiorto
postsecondary institutions.

3. ThelndianPrimeMinister presidecdverit.
Which of the above statements are correct?

1and3
2 only
1and2
1,2,3

oo op
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Ans: c
Explanation

In accordance with the Indian Societies
RegistratiorAct of 1860,NTA wasfoundedasa
Society. It is a testing organization that operates
independently and sustainably and administers
entranceexamgfor fellowshipsandadmissiorto
postsecondary education.

An esteemeeducationisthoserby theMinistry

of HRD chairs NTA.

Mains Model Questions

Q. It is imperative that entrance exams in India be
reformedby improvingsecurity transparencyand
equity in order to deter violations and guarantee
an efficient and just system that will safeguard
students' futureAnalyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write abouttheproblemswith entrance
exams and potential solutions.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissecthetopicinto its constituenpartsand
provide a summary of each, carefully
examining the topic's structure or nature.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write first about the different difficulties that
applicants encounter, such as frauds, secrets,
deceptionsandthegapbetweerruralandurban
areas. These difficulties can have negative
consequences, like stress and inequality,
pressures, and suicides.
Next,makerecommendation®r howto
address the issues raised above: security
precautions, encouraging openness,
guaranteeing equity, accountability, and
constant process monitoring

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 10" June, 2024
Topic: Proportional Representation
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Polity

Source: The Hindu

o bode | Wit Elostiuse /ot '/ o-agt S—
Is it time for proportional representation? |
Explained

Context

1 A wide range of Indian citizensand
political partiesarebeginningto agreethat
proportional representation should take
the place of the country's currdfitst-
PastThe-Post (FPTP) electoral system.

What is First Pastthe PostSystem?

1 Many nations, including thenited
States, Canada, the United Kingdom,
and India, usethestraightforward=PTP
electoral system.

1 Regardless of whether they receive an
absolute majority (more than 50% of
the vote),the candidate with the most
votesin aconstituencyor district wins
the seatunder this system.

Characteristics of FPTP

1 Voting: Everyvotercan only vote once
for the candidatéheysupport.

- Theyselectfrom alist of contenders,
most of whom arendependents or
membersof variouspolitical parties.

1 Vote counting: Followingthecloseof
voting, theresultsarecountedandthe
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109




10" June2024

candidatevith themostvotesis declared
the winner.

1 Winner TakesEverything: Evenif they
have asizable portion of the vote the
candidate with the most votes in a
constituency or district wins the seat
The other candidates are not given
anything.

Importance

1 In abig nation like India, the FPTP
systemis themostpracticaloptionandis
also the simplest.

1 Because the ruling party or coalition can
hold a majority in thé.ok Sabha or
Legislative assemblywithoutreceivinga
majority of thevotes (more than 50%)
across constituenciesrPTP gives the
executive branch of parliamentary
democracy more stability.

Remarks

1 One prevalent critique is that it may result
in disproportionate representation,
meaning that parties witsizable popular
support mightnotsecureanequalnumber
of seats.

1 Additionally, it deters independent
candidatesand smaller parties from
running,astheymaystruggleto win seats
under this system.

If the PR system is applied for the 2024 election
Political formation | % of votes | Actualnumber of seats | Seats as per PR
National Democratic 43.3% 293* 243
Alliance (NDA)
INDIA bloc
Others/independents |
Total

41.6% | 234 ' 225
151% | 16 ‘ 75
100% 543 543
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1

| comparison of FPTP and PR system election |

reyp
The country is divided into

small geographical is callea
constituencies districts

Every constitusncy slects ones
reprassntative

Voter votes for a candid

Large geographical areas
are demarcated as
constituencies, The entire
country may be a single
constitusncy

More than one representative
may be elected from one

A party may get more seats
than votes in the legisiature

Candidate who wins the
wiuction may not get majority
(500/041) votus

Examples: UK., India

o 2
Voter votes for the party

Every party gets seats in
the legisiature in proportion
to the percentage of votas
that it gets

Candidate who wins the

elections gets majority of
vates

4 : Emraal. fandy

Proportional Representation(PR)

1 Under this electoral system, theamber
of seatsin alegislativebody is distributed
in amannerthatcloselycorrespondso the
share of votes that each participating
political party or group received.

1 PR seeks to guarantee that the overall
makeupof thelegislativebodyreflectsthe
overall distribution of voter preferences
in contrast to First Past the Post (FPTP),
which rewards the candidate who receive
the most votes in each constituency.

Different kinds of proportional representation
systemsexist, including:

- Party List PR: Under this system, candidates
arenotchoserby thevoters;insteadtheyvotefor

a political party. Parties are then assigned seats
based on th&otal number of votes that each
party has received.

- Mixed-Member Proportional (MMP):

Elements of PR and FPTP are combined in this
systemVoters cast two ballots:one for the
political partyandonefor the candidateunningin
their local constituency.

- Single Transferable Vote (STV):In STV,
votersin constituenciesvith multiple members
rank candidates according to their preferences.
Importance

1 Thegoalsof proportional representation
areto increase voter turnout, decrease
vote wastageand give a wider range of
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political opinionsmoreequitable
representation.

Remarks

1 Theprimary objection to the PR system
is that,in our parliamentary democracy,
no party or coalition couldecure a
majority to form government, thus
raising the possibility of instability.
Accordingto someexpertsthe PR system
weakensthe governmentbecausét slows
down decisiormaking.
Extreme pluralism might make it
possible for small minority parties to
demand extortionateterms from bigger
partiesduringcoalitiontalks. Thus,oneof
the PR system's shortcomings is that it is
inclusive.
Way Forward

1 Itis possible to lessen, if not completely
eradicate, the inconsistencies aalhted
defects of the FPTHn order toimprove
the responsivenesand representationof
popular will in India's democratic system.
Democracyadvocategenerallyagreethat
the ruling party and the opposition are
equally significant for theustainability
and functioning of ademocraticsystem
In its 170th report, "Reform of the
electoral laws," published in1999, the
law commissionsuggestednplementing
the MMPR system on an experimental
basis.
- It hadproposedhatby strengtheninghe
Lok Sabha25% of seatsmight be filled
through a PR system.
Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.britannica.com/topic/proportional -
representation

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements
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1. All societal segments are represented in
proportionto theirnumbersunderaproportional
representation system.

2. Only thepresidentiabndvice-presidential
elections in India use the proportional
representation system.

Which of theabovestatementgarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo opw

Ans: a
Explanation

Every group within the population is representeg
in a proportionate manner under a proportional
representationystemProportionalepresentation
comes in two flavors: list and single transferable
vote systems. In India, the first kind is used to
elect the President and Vig&esident as well as
memberof the statelegislativecouncilandRajya
Sabha.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Write about the First Past the Post (FPTP
electionsystemin light of the political diversity
of India. Discussabout thepossible advantages
and difficulties of implementing a system of
Mixed Member Proportional Representation
(MMPR).

Key Demand of the question:

To write aboutthe First Pastthe Post(FPTP)
election system

Directive:

Discuss Thisis acomprehensivenstruction
thatyou must discussn paperby goingover
thespecificsof theissuesat handandcarefully
considering each one of them. You have to
provideargument$or andagainstach
position.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith theintroduction.
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Body:

Write aboutthe First Pastthe Post(FPTP)
election system.

Then, write about the possible advantages at
difficulties of implementing a system Mixed
MemberProportionaRepresentatio(MMPR).
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 11" June, 2024
Topic: CCI draft regulations
Relevance:GSPaper2 1 Statutorybodies

Source:BusinessStandard

Context

1 New rules have been proposed by the
Competition Commissionof India (CCI)
to keep an eye on thagreementsand
settlementsmade by major players in the
market.
About
1 The government passed ti®mmpetition
(Amendment) Act, 2023in 2023, adding
new provisions like leniency and
settlement and commitment among
others.
This made it necessary to introduce some
new regulations and amend, repeal, or
overhaul thevariousonesthatthe CCl had
framed.
Stakeholdershavebeeninvited by the CCl
to provide feedback on the proposed
amendments within a 30day period
starting on June 6, 2024.
woctces ,

adrse o
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f Ry
Frotect the
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RegulationsThat Are Being Proposed
1 Thisamendment'mmaingoalis to expedite
and simplify procedural requirementsin
order to facilitate a more efficient process.

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

1 It alsoaimsto ensurethat eachparty has

an equal and fair opportunity to
participate and have their interes
adequately represented and considered.
By hiring monitoring organizations tg
supervise such implementation,
intends to keep aclose eye on the
settlement and commitment made in
antitrust cases by businesses like Big Te
entities.
The proposed amendment strengthens
the CCI's authority, even though the
procedural changes are fairly standard.
Competition Amendment Act of 2023

1 The Competition Act, 2002 which

governs competition in the Indian marke

andforbids anti-competitive a ctionslike
cartelsmergersandacquisitionghatcould
harmcompetition,js beingamendedy this

act.
1 The Act's implementation and
enforcementfall under the purview of the
CCl.
COMPETITION (AMENDMENT) BILL -
NEY TAHEAWAYS FROM CCI CHAIRPERSON
e O e
Amendments

1 Penalties: In order to avoid penalties, it
aims to define "turnover" as thetotal
turnover of all goods and services
provided by an individual or business.

- The plan isto replace the current
practice of charging a portion of the
local or relevant market turnover as
penalty with a penalty equal to
percentage of the offending company
global turnover.

Decriminalization: Under the actgertain

offensesare no longer punishablebyfines

but rather by civil penalties.

Ccq
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- These offenses include abusing one's governmento take theplace of the Competition

dominant position and failing to abide
by the CCI's and theDirector
General's directives regarding anti
competitive agreements.

1 Increases the Scope of CCl's Merger
Regulation: The new provisions increase
the CClI's regulatory reach ksequiring
regulator clearance for dealsworth more
than 2,000 crore.

M Settlement Mechanism: The Act

establishes a commitment and settlement

plan aimed at minimizing litigation
through negotiated settlements
- This program isnot applicable to
cartels, butratherto instance®f abuse
of dominance and anticompetitive
agreements.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:
https://cci.gov.in/aboutus
Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Competition Commission of India (CCI)
1. It is anexecutivebodywhosegoalis to createa
strong atmosphere for competition.
2. TheNationalCompanyLaw AppellateTribunal
(NCLAT) is the court to hear appeals from the
CCl order.
Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

a0 op

Ans: b

Explanation

The Government of India's statutory Competition

Commission of India (CCI) is in charge of
upholding the Competition Act of 2002.
The Competition Commission of India and the
Competition Appellate Tribunal were previously
establishedh compliancewith theact'sprovisions.
In 2017, the National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) was established by the

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

Appellate Tribunal (COMPAT).
Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussabout the Competition Commission ¢
India's role in preventing
corporations in India from abusing their domina
marketposition.Makereferenceo the mostrecent
rulings.

Key Demand of the question:
To write about the Competition Commission of
India

Directive:
Discuss- This is a comprehensive instruction
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe

considering each one of them. You have t
provideargumentdor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write about the Competition Commission |of
India.

Then, mention its role in preventing

multinationalcorporationsn Indiafrom abusing
their dominant market position.

rulings.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 11 June, 2024

Topic: Heatand Global warming
Relevance:GSPaper3 - Environment

Source: TheHindu

What is heat? How docs it dabinate cogines and
glotal warmaing? | Fxplalved w

multinational

specifics of the issues at hand and carefully

Now, write its reference to the most recent

f

nt
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Context

We are now compelledby global warming to
consider the significance of heaih our lives.

%

/"—'
*.u..ﬁm ,_A
About Heat

1 In thermodynamics, heat is a type of
energy that is essential to
understanding the movement and
conversion of energy within and
between systems.

1 The average Kkinetic energy of an
object's constituent particles is its
temperature in the microscope
scheme.

1 Heat is not stored internally by an
object; rather, it is energy in motion.

9 It is thenaturally occurring transfer
of thermal energy from ahotter to a
colder body betweersystemsor bodies
asaresultof atemperaturdifferential.

Unit of Heat

1 TheJoule (J)is thestandard unit of
heat in the International System of
Units (SI).

1 A calorie is defined as thgquantity of
heat needed to raise one gram of
water's temperature by one degree

Celsius at atmospheric pressure.
Calories (cal) are another unit of
measurement.

Enginesand Heat
1 Heat can now beconverted into
mechanical energy by engineers
opening the door for devices like
internal combustion engines (ICESs).
1 By converting heat into (mechanical)
work, ICE is a realworld

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

implementatiorof the Carnot Cycle, a
theoretical concept.

1 The maximum thermodynamic
efficiency that an engine capable of
converting heat into work can hav
been called the Carnot Cycle.

Heat and the Earth's Warming

1 The phenomenon known aglobal
warming occurs when heat is retaine
in the atmosphere due to gases
released during the burning of fossil
fuels.

1 Chlorofluorocarbons, water vapour,
methane, and nitrous oxide, and
carbon dioxide are these greenhous
gases.

1 Globalwarming,asthetermimplies,is
the gradual increase in the average
global temperature due to the surplus
heat present in the atmosphere.

1 Globalwarmingandclimatechangeare
causedy thetrapping of solar heathy
greenhousg@asemissionswhich cover
the Earth.

1 The fact that theworld is warming
more quickly than it has ever warmed
is significant.

1 Gradual increasesn temperature are
causing weather patterns to shift and
upsetting the natural equilibrium of th
environment.

11}

X

1%

1%

The effects ofglobal warming
1 Globalwarminghaswide-ranging and
potentially disastrous effects Sea
levels are rising as a result of the
meltingof polarice broughtonby rising
temperatures.
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Millions of people might be forced to
relocate as a result of tiseibmersion

of islands and coastal cities

There is anincreasing frequency of
heatwaves and leading to increased
mortality, particularly among
vulnerable populations.

Food security is in jeopardy due to
agricultural practices being disrupted
by changes in temperature and
precipitation patterns.

The loss of biodiversity is another
effect of global warming, since species
thatcannotchangewith thespeedf the
climate will eventually go extinct.

#

Conclusion andWay Forward
Ourcomprehensionf theworld around
us is largely dependent on our
understanding of heat Heat is
essentiato bothourdaily existenceand
the environment as a whole, serving as
both an engine and a contributor to
global warming.

At all level®d individual,
governmental, and globad urgent
and coordinated action is needed to
combat global warming.

Nations must switchto renewable
energy sources, increase energy
efficiency,andpreserveandreestablish
their forests.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnot
_cycle

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considethefollowing statements
regarding UNFCCC

1. The goal of this international
environmentatreatyis to stopglobal

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

warmingby reducinggreenhousgas
emissions.
2. Rio, Brazil servesasthecompany's
headquarters.
Which of theabovestatementare
incorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2

Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: b
Explanation

An international environmental treaty calle
UNFCCCaimsto stopglobalwarmingby reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. Known as the E:
Summit, it was signed during the 1992 Unite
Nations Conference on Environment an
Development and has its headquarters in Bo
Germany.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Investigate the causes and the extent to wh
climate change is contributing to the natior

[oX

arth
d
d

ich
'S

increasing occurrence of heatwaves in varigqus

regions.Examine.

Key Demand of the question:
To write about heat waves, their conditiops
causesandtheimpactof climatechangeonthem
Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the top
(content words), examine it, investigate it, an
determine the important details and problem
surrounding it. We should discuss the
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Defineaheat wavdirst.

Body:

Startthefirst sectionof thebodyby outliningthe
temperature requirements for plains, coast
regions,andhilly terrainin orderto qualify asa

| @s
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heat wave. The requirements for a severe heat
wave.
Discussthereasondehindindia'sheatwavesin
the following section. Write about the ways and
extent to which India's heatwaves are impacted
by climate change.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 11 June, 2024

Topic: Understandingthe Indian Ocean
Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Environment

Source: The Hindu

Understand the Indlan Ocean and you'll
wnderstand mach aboul varth sses

- s

W -

Context

1 The smallest of the three great oceans
the Indian, has recently drawn a lot of
attentiondueto its rapidwarmingasaresult
of rising greenhouse gas emissions and
global warming.

Indian Ocasn warming (1870-2100)

About the Indian Ocean

1 India is a large country that is entirely
located in theNorthern Hemisphere.

T "Indira Point,” which is the
southernmostpoint of India, wasflooded
by seawater during the 2004 tsunami.

1 The landmass of India is situated in the
middle ofAsia, between East and West

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

1 Due to the Deccan Peninsula's protrusipn
into the Indian Ocean, India is able tp
maintain close ties witiSoutheast and
East Asia on its eastern coast and with
West Asia, Africa, and Europe on it
western coast.

1 The Asian landmass encloses the
northern edge of the Indian Ocean
offering only limited access to the Persign
and Red Seas.

9 Australia isto the east,Africa to the west,
and Asia to the northare its borders.

vJ

r}

LTI

i

Principal Islands

 TheAndaman and Nicobar Islandsin the
Bay of Bengal and the Lakshadweep
islands in the Arabian Seaare located to
the southeast and southwest of the
mainland, respectively.

1 Major islands in the Indian Ocean
include Comoros, Grande Terre (the majin

island of New Caledonia), Mauritius
Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Maldiveg,
Seychelles, Reunion, Zanzibar, ard

Socotra, among others.
The Indian Ocean'simportance

1 StrategicPosition: ThetransindianOcean
routes,which link the nations ofEast Asia
and WestEurope, offer astrategic central
location to India.

1 Maritime Safetyand Security: In orderto
promotecooperativeMaritime Safetyand
Security toward a peaceful, stable, and
prosperousindian Ocean Region, the
Information Fusion Centre.
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1 Indian Ocean Region (IFGIOR) serves
as a nodal center of excellence.

1 Major Trade Routes: The Suez Canal
(Egypt),Babel Mandeb(Djibouti-Yemen),
Straitof Hormuz(lran-Oman),andStraitof
Malacca (IndonesidMalaysia) are four
vitally significant access waterways.

 Rain and Monsoon Winds: The Indian
Ocean is wetknown for its intense
monsoon windsand the copious amounts
of rain it bestows upon the Indian
subcontinent.

1 Fisheries and Tourism: Fishlike
anchoviesmackerel, sardinegndtuna,as
well as small and large fisheries, are
supported by the warm ocean.

1 In addition to being a popular tourist
destinationgolphinscanalsobeseenn the
Arabian Sea.

IssuesConcerning the Indian Ocean

1 Quick Warming: The Indian Ocean has
drawn a lot of attention lately due to its
quick warming and the disproportionate
impact it still has on its peers.

71 Climate Change:Today,knowledgeof the
IndianOcean'sverall oceanicresponseo
rising greenhousegasconcentrationsand
global warming is crucial.

1 Cyclones: The North Indian Ocean
producegewercycloneghanthePacific or
Atlantic Oceans but they are intensifying
quickly and in greater quantities, which is
concerning.

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.climate.rocksea.org/research/futur
e-indian-ocean/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding

Information Fusion Centre (IFE€)indian Ocean
Region (IOR)

1.The Indian Navy's Information Management
andAnalysisCentre(IMAC) in Noidais hometo

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

IFC.

2. The main goal of the IFC for Indian Ocean
Regionis to collaborativelymonitortheenormous
Indian Ocean Region.

3. IFC-IORwill collaboratecloselyonwhite
shipping with nations in the area.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only
2and3
land2
1,2,3

oo ow

Ans: b
Explanation

The Information Management and Analysis
Centre(IMAC) of thelndianNavyis hometo IFC
in the National Capital Region's Gurugram.
IMAC, the Indian Navy's single point center,
connects all coastal radar chains to provide a
seamlesgeattime imageof thecountry'sroughly
7,500 km of coastline.

Themaingoalof thelFC for IndianOcearRegion
is to collaboratively monitor the enormous Indiar
Ocean Region.

In orderto improvethelndianOcearRegion's
(IOR) maritime security

ThelFC - IOR will beacooperativdramework
that will cooperate with nations, partners, and
internationabrganizationgo improvemaritime
safety and security.

Additionally, it would seekto collaborateclosely
with other information fusion centers and
multinational constructs.

IFC-IOR, whichwill berunby thelndianNavy,
will collaborate closely on white shipping with
neighboring nations.

Mains Model Questions

Q. ThelndianOcean'sontinentakhelfhasalot of
economigootentialbecausét hasalot of resources
that can be used f@woth commercial and strateqgi
objectives Examine.

Key Demandof the question:

A4
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To write abouttheeconomiceffectsof thelndian
Ocean's continental shelf's abundance
resources.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, &
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss {
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin your response by listing the differe
resourceshatarefoundon the continentakhelf,
including minerals like oil and manganese
well as natural gas.

Body:

Make a clear diagram outlining the main
resourcesirst. Write athoroughanalysisof the
resources' economic effects that were
mentioned in the introduction.

Then discuss about the continental shelf's
nutrient richness, which supports a variety of
marineanimalsandtheireconomidmportance.
Mentionthemangrovevegetatiorandcoralsas
well, as they not only support biodiversity but
also shield the coastal region's economic
activities from the unpredictable effects of
climate change.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 11" June, 2024
Topic: QCI celebratesWorld Accreditation Day
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Government Policies

Source:PIB

Context

1

In more than 20 Indian cities, tliguality
Council of India (QCI) recently observed
"World Accreditation Day."

About the Accreditation

1

It is the official declaration of a
Conformity Assessment Body's (CAB)
formal ability to perform particular
conformity assessment tasks provided by
third-party attestation.

The CAB is an organization thabnducts
testing, including calibration, medical,
proficiency, and certified reference
material production laboratories.

It helps the institutionsdentify internal
planning and resourceallocation areasdy
assisting them
strengths and weaknesses through
informed review process.

It increases the trust that clients have
testing and calibration results provided
by certified labs.

Accreditationis significantin Indiabecause
it indicates whether an instituticsatisfies
or surpasses  minimum  quality
standards.

Accredited Third-Party Hierarchy

—————————
(ISO/IEC 17011 standard for accreditation bodies)

Accreditation bodies

Supplier Organization

Advantagesof Certification

in understanding thei

119

an

in



11" June, 2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

1 Encouraging International Trade and
Market Access: Multilateral agreements
contribute to the building of strong
frameworks and confidence that are
necessary for the advancement of bilateral

and multilateral Governmentto-
Government (G2G) international trade
agreements

1 Authorities and Governmental Bodies:
Regulators can rely on accreditation as a
means ofensuring technical competence
and can mandatdhird -party NABCB
accredited conformity assessment.

1 Competitive Advantage: The NABCB
accreditation offers dependable proof of
adherence to both domestic and
international standards and laws
enabling the accredited organization to set
itself apart from rivals.

1 Risk managementand a higher standard
of quality assurance: Conformity
assessment organizations are evaluated in
accordance with global standards that
include specifications for performing risk

analyses.

- It guarantees that reputable
organizations provide highquality
services.

1 Confidence and Trust: The government,
business community, and consumers all
acknowledge the legitimacy and
dependability of using NABCHBiccredited
conformity assessment services because
they offer a degree of assurance and
confidencein the goods and procedures.

1 Additionaladvantagesonsistof Increased
client satisfaction and confidencg a
strongQMS; improvedoperationatontrol;

a decrease in costs; and the prevention of
loss from flaws, among other benefits.
India's Sectorspecific Accreditation

9 IT Sector: The Information Technology

Act of 2000establishesheobligationsand

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

functions of certifying bodies that provide
certificates for digital signatures.

1 Archival Management: To ensure the
preservation and accessibility of thege
priceless resources for future generatiofs,
the National Archives of India, which ig
responsible for looking after archival
records, operates under stringent stand
and guidelines.

1 Legal Framework: All federal and state
Acts, rules, regulations, notificationg,
orders, circulars, and statutes afe
accreditedly stored in théndia Code,
whichis keptup to dateby the Ministry of
Law and Justice.

1 Education: Through accreditation, India’s
extensive and varied educational system
actively influencing the future.

- By 2037 thenationwantsto seea 50%
Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) in

174

ds

is

higher education Improving the
quality of education is also a top
priority.

- The National Education Policy (NEP
2020)is causinga rapid transformation
in the Indian higher education system

National Education Policy 2020

Gross Enrollment Ratio
for Higher Education to be
50% by 2035

———
-\

i . =N\ /_| s /r 4 »
o i A ANl B

Significant Obstacles in India's Accreditation
Process

1 Standardization and Guidelines'
Implementation: A significant obstacle is
the absence of industryide standards.

1 Resource Management: The National
Archives of India, for instance, has a
sizable corpus of records and is
responsible for caring for the Governmept
of India's enduringly valuable records.
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1 Low Participation: Reluctant to take part

in the accreditation process are many

institutions.Thislow degreeof willingness
still warrants concern.

1 Complex Process:Accreditation agencies
have a drawwout and laborious
information collection process. The
subjectivity of the procedures and the
discrepancies
various agencies are sources of concern.

1 Multiplicity of Agencies: The Union
Government of India currently has several

agencies that are mandated to periodic
approvals, assessment, accreditation, and

ranking of Higher Education Institutions
(HEISs).
Conclusion

1 In India, accreditation ensures high
quality education, encouragegnovation,
and rewards excellengeall of which are
empoweringandreshapinghefuture.lt's a
calculated step towardreating a better
future for everybody.

1 Accredited Laboratories must meet
international standards of competency
due to the globalization of the Indian
economy and the government's
liberalization policies that lower trade
barriers and boost exports.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsegarding
Quality Council of India (QCI)

1. In accordancewvith SocietiesRegistrationAct
XXI of 1860, it is an autonomousnon-profit
society.

2. The Minister of Commerceand Industryis in
charge of the Quality Council of India (QCI).
Which of the above statements are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

aoop

in evaluations made by

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

Ans: a
Explanation

In order to create mational quality campaign and
an accreditation framework for the nation, the
Cabinet Committee resolved to form the Quality
Councilof India,anon-profit autonomousociety
registered under the Societies Registration Act
XXI of 1860.

The Chairman and Secretary General are amon
the38 memberf the CouncilthatoverseeQCl.

A balanced representation of government,
business, and other stakeholders is present in t
Council. The Prime Minister of India nominates
the QCI chairman, who is currently Mr. Adil
Zainulbhai.

Mains Model Questions

Q.All peopleregardlessf background¢canaccess
opportunities thanks to diverse and inclusi
educational institutions. People are able to fu

e

e
ly

utilize their skills and talents because of this

inclusivity. Elucidate.

Key Demand of the question:

divisions in educational institutions, the cause
of their occurrence, and solutions.
Directive:

Elucidate: Describe in detail how and why

When necessary, you must define importar
termsandsupportyour definitionswith pertinent
anecdotes.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write first aboutthe causesndconsequences
of the social divisions that are so common in
Indian educational institutions.

Next, discuss the effects of social divisions an

Use examples and facts to support your claim
Next, describeheactionsrequiredto resolvethe
aforementionegroblems strengtherheweaker

To write about the negative impacts of socig

something happened, or what the situation waks.

how modern society is being impacted by them.

[92)
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groups, and ensure that educational institutions
are inclusive of diverse students.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 11" June, 2024

Topic: GreenTechnologies
Relevance:GSPaper3i Energyresources

Source:Kurukshetra
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Context

1 The development of green technology is
essentiato asustainabldéuture.It includes
innovations focused on resource
efficiency and environmental
improvement, which are essential for
tackling resource scarcity and climate
change India is working to accelerate the
adoption of green technologies in order to
promote economic growth and
sustainability through its evolving
policies and reforms.

PresentSituation

1 Renewable energy sourcesuch asolar,
wind, and bioenergyarebeingadoptedy
the energy sector. programs like the
National Green Hydrogen Mission and
National Solar Mission

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

-4
= 20 - - miaes @ W

National Green Hydrogen Mission targets

A At loow e WL SIS N 50 MMT
I IIl 5 MMT GH @ Clectrolyver & tmissons

Annusl Production | T capacity Mverted

National Solar Mission
making India brighter and smarter

Building Sector Green bU|Id|ng designsg
that prioritize sustainable materials and
energy efficiencyare put into practice.
Transport Sector: Development of
sustainable  public transportation
networks and electric vehicles (EVs).
Water and WasteManagement: Cutting
edge techniques fananaging waste and
conserving water.

Obstacles

High Initial Investment: Adoption of
green technologies requiressabstantial
financial outlay.

Regulatory obstaclesare intricate rules
that make it difficult to develop and
implement new policies.

Public  Acceptance: More public
acceptance and awareness are required.
Infrastructure: New technologies require
the adaptation ofcurrent systems and
infrastructures.

Resourcemanagementis the effectiveuse
andadministration of natural resources.
Importance

Economic Growth: Creation of new
markets and job opportunities.
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Benefits: Decreased
deterioration and carbon

1 Environmental
environmental
emissions.

1 Sociallmpact: Accesgo cleanemwaterand
air leads to ammprovement in quality of

life.

1 Innovation: Promoting sustainable
products and innovative  business
practices.

Solutions

1 Policy Support: Green technologies are
encouraged byovernment policies and
incentives.

1 Public Awareness: Initiatives to raise
awareness and acceptancamong the
general public.

1 R&D investment: Money set aside fahe

investigation and creation of
environmentally friendly technologies.

1 Developing and modifying
infrastructure to enable green
technologies is known amfrastructure
development.

1 International collaboration is thesharing
of resources and knowledge with
organizations around the  world.
Conclusion

1 In order to solve the problems of the
economy, environment, and society,

green technologyis crucial.

1 India is paving the way forglobal
leadership in sustainability through its
policies and initiatives promoting green
technology.

1 Overcoming obstacleshrough calculated
investments encouragingegislation, and
public involvementis the way forward.
"The future will either begreenor not at
all, as Bob Brown put it
Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://mnre.gov.in/national-green
hydrogen-mission/

Prelims Practice Questions

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Green Hydrogen

1. Greenhydrogens createdoy burningcoalwith
hydrogen gas, producing carbon dioxide as a
byproduct in the process.

2.India is to become a global hub for the
productionuse,andexportof greenhydrogenand
its derivatives through the National Green
Hydrogen Mission.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: b
Explanation

Electrolysis is a method of producingreen
hydrogen by using electricity to split water (H2C
into hydrogen(H2) andoxygen(O2). Additionally,

biomass can be used to produce it through

biochemical and thermochemical processes.
Indiais to becomea globalhubfor the production,
use, and export of green hydrogen and

derivatives through the National Green Hydrog
Mission.

Mains Model Questions

Q. The Green Hydrogen Mission has gre
potentialto advanceheglobalfight againstlimate
change and address issues related to eng
security.Evaluate.

Key Demandof the question:
In order to meet the National Green Hydroge
Mission's goal of producing at least 5 millipn
tonnes of green hydrogen annually by 203(
greerhydrogerproductionin Indiamustbecome
costcompetitive with grey hydrogen
Directive:

Evaluate: When asked to evaluate, you mu
make a welfounded determination regarding
the veracity of the topic or question's state
assertiorbasedon the availabledata.You have

at

gy
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to evaluate thetatement in questio@necould
make an opinion about this.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definegreenhydrogerfirst.

Body:

Make a distinction betweengreen,blue, and
brown hydrogen first.

Discussabouthow hydrogerfuel canreduce
carbon emissions and ensure India's energy
security.

Write aboutthebenefitsthatgreenhydrogen
has to offer next.

Write nextaboutthe GreenHydrogenMission
and how it can be used to harness green
hydrogerfor goalsrelatedto developmenand
clean energy. Mention the various challenges
Indiafaceswith regardto technology storage,
transportation, research into new materials,
safety regulations, etc.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 12" June, 2024
Topic: Co-operative Societies
Relevance:GSPaper21 Polity

Source:Livelaw

CO-Opaative Bockacs Mot Pul e 2utiontes, Not Bound Sy S Te
Mot At Nodas High Court Henoates

Context

I TheMadras High Court ruled that since
cooperative societies are not subject to
public authority, they are not required by
theRight to Information (RTI) Act, 2005
to inform the public about their
operations.

Important Judgment Points

 An order from the Tamil Nadu
Information Commission (TNIC)
requiring a cooperative society to reveal
informationabouttheloansit hasextended
has been overturned by thMadras High
Court.

1 The court decided thaboperative
societies in the Statéhat were registered
under theTamil Nadu Cooperative
Societies Act of 1983vould not be
consideredpublic authorities"asthatterm
was defined irBection 2(h) of the RTI
Act of 2005.

About Cooperative Society

1 Itis avoluntary grouping of peoplewith
similar needs who work together to pursue
shared social, cultural, and economic
goals.

1 The cooperative movement in India began
in theagricultural and related industries
as a way for farmers to pool their

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

resources and guard against being take
advantage of by moneylenders.

The German concept of agricultural
credit banks served as the impetus for th
formalization of India's cooperative
movementat the close of the 1800s.

In India, cooperatives can be found doing
anything from lending money to making,
acquiring,or sellinggoodsdlike fish, milk,
sugar, and fertilizers.

J  Typesof .
sl Co-operative |

Constitutional Provisions

"Cooperative Societies" are under state
jurisdiction.

Part IXB (The Co-Operative Societies)f
the 97th Amendmentwas added to the
Constitution.

- Article 19 (1), Part Ill of the
Constitution included theright to form
cooperative societies as a right to
freedom.

Furthermore, undePart 4 of the Indian
Constitution, Article 43-B (Promotion of
Cooperation Societies)was added as oné
of theDirective Principles of StatePolicy.
States “shall endeavour to promo
voluntary formation, autonomous
functioning, democratic control ang
professional management of cooperati
societies," according to Article 43B.

10}
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Ministry of Co-operation-
realizing the vision of

'Sahkar se Samriddhi’

* TO pIovide ¢ $epaate odmnsuctivg, g
Qnd policy framenwork foe s"mglhcnmg
cooparative movement in the country
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* Wil work 10 streamiing procasses for 'Ease of

SCing DUSINGss’ for CO-Opeettives
. E/‘.’l—;;:t‘:-e:b— deveicpment of Multi-State
Challenges
Over time, cooperatives came under

greater governmental and legislative
oversight, and there were more and more
allegations of corruption and poor
management.

State governments actively interfere with
cooperativeoperationsin the nameof the
public interest."”

The cooperative movement s still
unevenly distributed throughout the
nation, and cooperative societies have
struggled to be prosperous and financially
sustainable.

While somecooperativesocietiegegularly
replace their leaders, mardo not hold
elections.

AssociatedActions

To makecollectiveoperationsasieracross
the nation, Multi -State Cooperative
Societies (MSCSyvere established.
Notification of  the Multi -State
Cooperative  Societies (MSCS)
(Amendment)Act & Rules,2023hasbeen
sent in an effort to improve accountability,
bolster transparency, and restructure
electoral procedures, among other things.
The formemMinistry of Agriculture,
Cooperation, and Farmers Welfare's
business entries pertaining to cooperation
and cooperative were transferred to the
newly establisheMinistry of
Cooperationthrough the Cabinet
Secretariat'©azette StatementlatedJuly

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

6,2021

Multi-Stote Cooperative

Societies (Amendment)
Bill, 2022
Cobine! approves Multi-Stote Couperative
Socleties (Amendment) BUL 2022
ihe 0roviv S iikars
v i
v
e (G
—

Conclusion andWay Forward

1 Cooperativehavesignificantly improved

food security, the environment, naturT

resource management, and pove
reduction.

1 Consequently, thability of cooperative
societies to be independent ang
autonomous was essential to thqi
operation.

1 Reform and revitalization of the

cooperative movement are unquestionak
necessary.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://crcs.gov.in/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
Cooperative Societies

1. The Union Government oversees Miftiate
Cooperative Societies, while State Governme
oversee  State Cooperative  Societies.
2. Whenit comesto managingnternalmattersall
members of a cooperative society have eq
rights.

3. The excess that these societies produce
distributed equally among their members.
Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only
2and3
land2
1,2,3

oo op
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Ans: d Topic: Joint Statement of the BRICS ministers

Explanation of Foreign affairs

. . _— Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationaRelations
While state cooperative societies are under the P

jurisdiction of the state governments, nugitate Source:mea.gov.in

cooperative societies are under the jurisdiction of ,. . . » -
. [ = e e s o e s A —

the union government. Every member of a - emimns

cooperative society has the same rights when it
comes to managing internal matters. The excess
that these societies produce is distributed equally
among their members.

Mains Model Questions Context

1 The Russian Federation hosted the
meeting of the BRICS Ministers of
Foreign Affairs and International
Relations

1 January 1, 2024saw Russia assume the
BRICS chairmanship.

Q. Globalizing the cooperative industry is in line
with more general objectives of international
developmentlike reducingpovertyandpromoting
social inclusion and environmental sustainability.
Examine the advantages and disadvantages it
offers.Analyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the cooperative sectar's

globalization and its opportunities and

challenges.

Directive: .

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must Regarding

dissect the topic into its constituent parts and 1 Thiswasthefirst ministerial meetingafter
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
the topic's structure or nature. Africa became the five original BRICS
Structure of the answer: members in 2023, along withEgypt,
Introduction: Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the
Beginwith thecontext. United Arab Emirates.

Body: 1 Numerous discussions were held by t
Write first about the opportunities for growth, BRICS ministers,oneof whichwascrucial
market access, knowledge sharing, technoliogy and concerned thiecreased use of local
transfer, advocacy, and social impact that come currencies in trade and financial
with the globalizing cooperative sector. transactionsamong the BRICS nations.
Write about the other challenges that come with ~ About BRICS

globalizing the cooperative sector after that. " The first meeting of theBRIC (Brazil,
These challenges include cultural differenges, Russia, India, and China) leaderstook
financial  constraints, market  barriets, place in July 2006 inSt. Petersburg,
technological gaps, the need to build capagity, Russig asasideeventof the G8 Outreach
sustainability concerns, and geopolitical risks. Summit.

Conclusion: 1 ThegroupknownasBRICSwasrebranded
Concludewith away forward. as BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, Ching
Article: 120 June, 2024 South Africa) after South Africa was
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accepted as a full membemat the BRIC
ForeignMi n i smneeatimgia Mew York in
September 2010.

1 BRICS is a significant alliance that unites
theworld's leading emerging economies.

Key Elements ofthe BRICS
i Political
collaboration on

What is BRICS?

w1 @
.. - ~—

pr i

T 21m

and Security: Strengthening
international and

regional security issuesand updating the
multilateral framework to better suit the
needs of the twentfirst century.

In thisfield, fighting terrorism and its
funding are still essential components.

1 Economic and Financial: Encouraging

intraaBRICS

collaboration in trade,

agriculture, infrastructure, SMESs, energy,
finance, and banking to foster economic

growth and development for

shared

prosperity.

The purpose of this cooperation is to
advance cooperative strategiesfor
achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals.

1 Cultural and Peopleto-People
Exchanges Developing  business,
academic, youth, sports, and cultural

exchanges among the BRICS countries to
strengthen ties between them.

A regular exchange between young
scientists and legislatorss one aspect
of this endeavor to strengthen ties
within the BRICS nations.

Relevance
9 The success of BRICS is evidence of the
strength of group effort and a common
goal.

1 Within the BRICS framework, theecent
expansion promises improved economi¢

geopolitich

New Challenges
1 The BRICS nations continue to struggle

Conclusion andWay Forward
1 BRICS,

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

cooperation, increased
influence, diversified perspectives, a
renewed dynamism.

By opening umew markets to trade and
investment the BRICS
promotes market expansion.
This possible upsurge in economic activi
can support the group's stability and

economic growth Diversifying one's

economic holdings is essential for risk
reduction and building a stronger financidl

system.

In addition, the addition of these ne
members offers new insights an
experiences.

with internal conflicts and fail to
demonstrate a coherence of purpose.
Ongoing hostilities in the region known &
the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA).

Pandemics, terrorism, climate change, a
regional conflicts

Divergent national priorities, complicate
monetary policy, and economic disparitie
all poseobstaclego the BRICS countries'
shared currency initiative.

Concerns about equitable  benefit
distribution and currency influence may

expansion

Yy

O <

[2)

—

S

arise as a result of China's econonlic

dominance.

which prioritizes  equality,
respectfor oneanother, and trust, is still
fighting for a more just global order.

It has developed from a simple discussipn

forum to a prominent actor on the
international scene.

Its journey serves as a reminder of the

effectiveness of strategic partnership
tackling today's complex problems.

128



12 June2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

1 There are clearly challenges, but the
combinedstrength and common goalsof
the BRICS offer aplatformwith enormous
potential.

1 BRICS is resolute in its pursuit of fair
and impartial international order and in
its role as a key player in global
governance.

1 The prime minister of India stated that his
countryis in favor of BRICSexpansiorand
that it has always been India's position,
thinking that adding more members will
strengthen BRICS as a group.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/brics
calls-for-enhanceduseof-local-currenciesin-
trade-betweenmember-
countries/article68275867.ece

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding
BRICS grouping

1. TheBRICSnationsmakeup asizableshareof

the global GDP and trade volume.

2.BRICSis perceivedasageopoliticalforcethat
seeks to alter international forums, question
current power structures, and address the issues
facing developing countries.

3. TheBRICSmembemationsfoundedthe New
Development Bank (NDB) with a focus on
financing space exploration initiatives.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1only
2 and3
1and2
1,23

oo oW

Ans: c
Explanation

TheBRICSnationsmakeup a sizableshareof the
global GDP and trade volume. BRICS is
perceived as a geopolitical force that seeks to
challenge current power dynamics, reform global

PRAGNYMSACADEMY

institutions,andrepresentievelopingcountries'
concerns on international fora.

Another name for the New Development Bank
(NDB) is theBRICSBank. It wasfoundedby the
BRICS nations and focuses on funding
infrastructure and sustainable development
projects in emerging economies, providing an
alternative to traditional lending institutions like
the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussabout how the BRICS group connecis
developed and developing nations. What worries
and problems need to be fixed right now?

Key Demandof the question:
To write aboutthe BRICS group
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and careful
considering each one of them. You have| tp
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Describethe functioningof BRICS.

Write howtheBRICSgroupconnectsieveloped
and developing nations.

Mention aboutthe worries and problemsthat
need to be fixed right now.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 120 June, 2024

<

Topic: Biodiversity Conservationusing Remote
Sensing and GIS Tools

Relevance: GS Paper: 31
Conservation

Biodiversity

Source:Kurukshetra
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Context

Conservation of biodiversity is a pressing issue
bothinternationallyandin India, oneof theworld's
twelve megabiodiverse nations Effective
conservation strategies are required because of the
threat posed by increasing human exploitation and
climate change to biodiversity.
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and
remote sensing are two examples of geospatial
tools that have great potential for biodiversity
conservationTheyallow for in-depthmappingand
analysis even in difficuto-reach areas.
The Status of Biodiversity Right
International and Domestic Context

1 The variety of life found in terrestrial,
marine,andotherecosystematthespecies,
genetic,andecosystentevelsis referred to
as biodiversity.
India is homdo over45,000plant species
and 91,000 animal speciesmaking up
2.4% of the world's total land area.
The Himalaya, Indo-Burma, Western
Ghats, and Sundalandarelndia'shotspots
for biodiversity.
Ten bicgeographic zones, each with its
own distinct ecosystems and species, are
home to biodiversity.

Now
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Threats to Biodiversity

1 Fragmentatiomndlossof habitats

1 Overuseof resources

1 Invasivespeciesaandpollution

1 Globalwarming and climatehange

1 Significanceof ConservingBiodiversity

An Ecological Perspective

1 Ecosystem stability and productivity ar
guaranteed by biodiversity.

1 Through  ecosystem  services liK
pollination, water purification, and oxygen
production, it sustains life.

Valuesin the Economyand Society

7 Direct use: food, fuelwood, fodder, and
lumber.

1 Tourism, cultural values, and scientifi

research are examples of indirect benefits.

Global Attempts

1 The three pillars of theConvention on
Biological Diversity are equitable benefit
sharing, sustainable use, and conservatic
ThelUCN Red List highlightsspecieghat
arein dangerof goingextinctandevaluates
extinction risk.
The Useof GIS and RemoteSensingin the
Conservation of Biodiversity
Using remote sensing

1 ogives information on the global, regiona
and landscape biodiversity.
monitors modifications to the vegetatior
forest cover, and land use.
GIS Equipment

1 mapsporganizesandevaluatespatialdata.

1 combines descriptive information with

location data for comprehensive analysis

T
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Usesfor Conservation

T

keeping an eye on and mapping protected
areas.

examining changes in land use and habitat
fragmentation.
evaluatinghowthedistributionof speciess
affected by climate change.

assistingn thedatadrivenplanningof
conservation decisions.

Problemsand Difficulties

Technical Difficulties

high priceandtechnologicacomplexity.
Specializedrainingis requiredfor

accurate data interpretation.
Implementation Obstacles

Insufficient infrastructurein isolatedand
rural regions.

restrictedaccesso satelliteimageryand
high-resolution data.

Governanceand Policy

Funding and supportive policies are
required.

coordination between
stakeholders to  ensure
execution.
ProspectivliRemediesandInnovations
Building Capacity

programs for local communitiesand
conservationists to receive training.
creating geospatial technology centers of
excellence.

Support for Policy

encouraging the application of GIS and
remote sensing in conservation.
incorporatinggeographic toolgto national
plans for biodiversity.
Technological Progress

creating intuitive and reasonably priced
geospatial tools.

encouraging the use of cuttheglge
satelliteimaginganddronesfor monitoring

in real time.

different
successful

Participation of the Community

l

CaseStudies

T

Conclusion

T
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utilizing geographicoolsto involve nearby
communities in conservation initiatives.

raising awareness of the value of
conservationechnologiesndbiodiversity.

The Hasiru Mane Project in Karnataka
uses geospatial technologies to mangge
waste and facilitate communitgd

composting.

Punsari Village, Gujarat: Waste-to-

energy projects are demonstrated by
producing electricity from the village's
waste.

Punjab's Pind Cycle Program: Promoting

the collection of agricultural waste to
produce biomass energy.

Preserving biodiversity is essential to
preserving ecological equilibrium and
guaranteeing sustainable growth.

GIS and remote sensing technologies
offer effective ways to map, track, an
manage biodiversity. These tools can

| =N

greatly improve conservation effortsby

addressing implementation,
technical andpolicy challenges.

Tofully utilize geospatialtechnologiedor

India's biodiversity conservation
cooperation between the governmeit,
technology developers, and locdl
communities is necessary.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://www.esri.in/en-
in/industries/sustainability/conservation

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding

Geographic Information Systems

1. It isacomputefbasedool for geographical
terrain mapping and analysis that provides
appropriate development options based on
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science. analysis, remote sensing and geographi
2. Thistechnologycombinegheadvantagesf information system: (GIS).
mapsbased geographic analysis and unique Write next about the importance of
visualizationwith standardlatabaseperations aforementioned in a variety of areas, suc
like query and statistical analysis. environmental conservation, natural dise
Which of the abovestatementsrecorrect? management, urban planning and developr
and security. Give instances from actual life.
a. lonly Conclusion:
b. 2only Concludewith away forward.
c. Both1and Article: 12" June, 2024
d. Neitherlnor2
Topic: Raising ambition, accelerating action
Ans: ¢ towards NDC for forests
Explanation Relevance:GSPaper3i Environment
It is acomputerbasedool for geographical Source:Unep.org

terrain mapping and analysis that provides UN .
appropriate development options based on

science. I.Q'aising ambition, accelerating action:
This technology combines the advantages of Y st
mapsbased geographic analysis and unique

visualizationwith standardiatabaseperations
like query and statistical analysis.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Explain the idea of geospatial intelligence, its  context
importance across a range of fields, and give

instances of its practical uses in realrld 1 Major gaps in theprotection, management
situations. and restoration of forests were discovered
in the  Nationally Determined
Key Demandof the question: Contributions (NDCs) of countries under
To write about geographic intelligence, the Paris Agreement, according to a UN
emphasize its importance. report titled “"Raising  Ambition,
Directive: Accelerating Action: Towards Enhanced
Explain - Clarify the subject by providing a Nationally Determined Contributions
thorough explanation of what happened, how it for Forests".
happenedandthe context. Whennecessaryyou m g

must define important terms and support ypur
definitions with pertinent anecdotes.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Introducetheideaof geospatial intelligencand
its increasing significance in the modern world
Body:

Describe the concepmif geospatiaintelligence

) . Principal conclusions of the UN report on
and its constituent elements, such as data P P

deforestation:
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Since the 2021 Glasgow Leaders'
Declaration on Forests and Land Use,
which sought to deliver sustainable
developmentand encouragean inclusive
rural transformation while halting and
reversing forest loss bg03Q emissions
from deforestation have increased.
Between 2019 and 2022, the majority of
this increase was ascribed thatin
America and the Caribbean with Brazil
being mentioned as an exception due to its
recent 22% annual reduction in
deforestation.
the

National Determined

Contribution:

)l

The global goals to be achieved by NDC
pledgesnadebetweer2017and 2023were

not met to halve and reverse deforestation
for the said timeline of 2030, according to
the report.

In their NDCs,only 8 of the 20 nations
with the highest rates of tropical
deforestation have established goals to
lessen the loss of tree cover.
Theresearclemphasizefow inconsistent
deforestation targets are among NDCs,
with different countries employing distinct
metrics (e.g., emissiofsased, arehased)
and differing in how specific their
implementation strategies are.

Both Brazil andindonesiahaveactionplans
that specifically aim to reduce
deforestation but neither country's
updated NDC contains any targets related
to forests.

Deforestation will be stopped by 2030
according to Brazil's mukagency Action
Plan for the Prevention and Control of
Deforestation in the Legal Amazon
(PPCDAmM).

According to the analysis|ndonesia's
Forest and Other Land Use (FOLU) Net
Sink 2030 Operational Plan seeksto

Principal Suggestions:

T
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attainnetzeroemissionsn thelanduseand
forest sectors by 2030.

The20 countrieswith thehighestemissions
from thelossof tree cover havecommitted
to less than what is needed to reach the
target in their NDCs.

G

@

¢ Tomd cunt ol eatdng NOCH USOLS w1l 2008

According to theUN report, forests are
vital because theyprovide ecosystem
serviceslike preserving the quality of the
water, housing pollinators, and community
resources.

It was noted that in addition to theif
importantrole ascarbon sinks, forestsalso
help to mitigate climate change.
Agriculture was the primary cause df
deforestation because of the global market
for goods likeoil palm, soybeans, and
beef.

The study suggested that national polici
be clearly defined and thdbrest-based
initiatives  included in  Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) be
strengthened, improved, and aligned.
Developed and forested nations shoyld
work together toaccomplish globally
recognized objectives highlighting the
significance of group effort.

Raise thecost of forest carbon by $360
per tonne of CO2 emissionsin thecarbon
market to incentivize forest conservation.
Make sure thattocal communities and
indigenous  people are involved,
acknowledging that their rights to fores
land and carbon aresssential to the
preservation of forests.

The successful decrease in deforestatior
in the Brazilian Amazon in 2023 can be
attributed to enhancedenforcementof

D
(2]
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current laws through increased raids on
illicit activities taking place on Indigenous
lands.

Way Forward

1 Aiming high for forestprotection,the 30th
Conferenceof the Parties (COP30)to the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)in Brazil
thefollowing yearshouldbegivenpriority.

1 Revisions to theNDCs (NDCs 3.0) for
COP30  should include  specific,
guantifiable forest targets, especially for
countries withhigh levels of forest cover
These targets should be gaaatil 2035.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/forests/u
n-report-finds-countries-far-from -reducing-
deforestationthave-no-concreteplans-96618
Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding
National Determined Contribution

1. India can only finance its NDC commitments
with international climate finance support.

2. By 2030, India wants to generate half of its
installedcapacityfor electricityfrom sourcesther
than fossil fuels.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor 2

oo op

Ans: b
Explanation

Althoughit is notthe only sourceof funding, India
intends to look to the international climate finance
community for assistance in financing its NDC
commitments. India intends to make use of both
domestiandforeignfundingsourcesn additionto

a mix of private and public investment.
By 2030,Indiawantsto achieve50%o0f its installed
capacityfor electricity from nonfossil fuel-based

energy sources, according to its NDChis

objective is highly ambitious and will necessita
large investments in energy efficiency, renewal

energy, and other lowarbon technologies.
Mains Model Questions

Q. The ongoing deforestation requires

comprehensive strategy that integrates sustaing
economic and technological measures to bala
with development.

environmental
Examine.

protection

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the wideanging effectsof
deforestation in India, including its caus
effects, and solutions.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the ftg
(content words), examine it, investigate it, g
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss t
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give the background information on the
deforestation problem in India

Body:

Write first aboutthemaincause®f deforestation
in India, including logging, urbanizatio
infrastructure  development, and increa
agricultural output. Discuss about any local
regional causes of deforestation.

Write aboutthe effectson theenvironmennext,
mentioning things like climate chang
ecosystem disruption, and biodiversity |o
Write about the steps that must be taken to
deforestation after that.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

e
e

a
\ble
ce
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Article: 1349 June, 2024

Topic: Usage of Green Technologies in
Sustainable Water Management

Relevance:GSPaper31 Environment

Source:Kurukshetra

Usage of Green Teéﬁnuloyym :
: I Sustainable al

Context

1 Water is a scarce but essential resource.
In order to guarantee this resource's
availabilityfor boththecurrent and future
generations sustainable water
management is essential. Hciendly
technologies provide economical and
ecologically sustainable approachego
the effective management of water
resources. Cities suffering fronacute
water scarcity, such as Bengalurustand
to gainagreatdealfrom theseechnologies.

SustainableWater Management's Significance
International and Domestic Context

1 Rainwater, stormwater  drainage,
wastewater, and drinking water are all
seen as parts of an integrated system in
sustainable water management.

In India, scarcity India's per capita
annual water availability has been
dropping, which suggests that sustainable
practices are desperately needed.

Socialand Economiclmportance

1 Economic Impact: According to NITI
Aayog's projections ineffective water
management can result in financial losses
which estimates &% GDP loss due to
water scarcity by 2030.

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

1 Sociallmportance: Havingaccesso clean
water is critical to one'general health,
cleanliness, and welbeing.

i
0

Current Concerns  Regarding Water
Management
1 Restricted Possibility of  Supply

Augmentation: Restrictedability to supply
more water.

Falling Water Tables: Groundwatetevels
are dropping as a result ofxcessive
extraction.

Problems  with  Water  Quality:
Contamination and pollution impact th
guality of the water.

Climate change:Modifications to rainfall
patterns and aise in the frequency of
extremeweathereventsthathaveaneffect
on water supplies.

Green Technologies' Importance for Water
Management
Efficiency in the Environment and Economy

1 Ecofriendly technologies aim to be
economical and ecologically sustainable.
They  provide affordable  water

management solutionswhile minimizing

negative environmental effects.

1

Creative Methods

1 Rainwater harvesting is the process of
gathering and reusing rainfall , which has
several advantages especially in urb
settings.

Stormwater managemententailscleaning
up pollutants from stormwatedbefore it
enters water bodies.

Wastewater Treatment: Microorganisms
areusedin sophisticatedbioreactors and
biofilters to treat wastewater.

11%
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1" Water Body Census:

Al 7otot water Sodies Enumerated
24,24,540

£ Rural Water Bodios
9 23,57,625
‘ Urban Woter Bodios
i 66,915

Obstaclesand Difficulties
Technical Difficulties
1 High implementation  costs
complexity of green technologies.
1 requirementfor specific knowledgeand
experience.

and

Implementation Difficulties

1 Insufficient infrastructure in isolatedand
rural regions.

9 restricted access to cutting-edge
technologiesand highresolution data.

Issueswith Governanceand Policy

1 insufficient funds and policies that are
helpful.

1 Coordination between
stakeholders is required.

1 PossibleRemedieandApproaches

different
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Building Capacity

9 putting in place educational initiatives for
nearby communities and conservationists.

1 establishingentersof excellencdor green
and geospatial technologies.

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

Policy Support

1 offering monetary rewards andegal

protection to encourage the use of gre
technologies.
1 incorporating initiatives for  green

technologyinto nationalwatermanagement
strategies.

TechnologicalProgress

1 creating green technologies that are bc
affordable and easy to use.

1 encouraging the application of renewable

energy to water management techniques
Participation of the Community

1 involving nearby communities in project
related to water management.

1 educating people about the valuend
advantages of green technologies.

Conclusion

1 Water managementmust embracegreen
technologies if it is to maintain the
sustainability of this vital resource.

1 Theseechnologiexanoffer efficientways
to manage water resourcesby tackling
implementation, policy, and technicg
issues.

1 Government, tech developers, and locall

communities must work together to
manage water resources sustainably 3
ensurghatindiahasanabundansupplyof
water in the future.

1 AlsoReadTopics& Concepts:

https://social.niti.gov.in/uploads/sample/water i
ndex report2.pdf

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing statements

1. Accordingto the World Bank,waterscarcity
couldcause India'&DP todropby asmuchas
6% by the year 2030.

2. The marine biodiversity may be threatened
heavy metal pollution (arsenic,cadmium,nickel,

V)

nd
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etc.) and oil spills in rivers and oceans,
respectively.
Which of theabovestatementareincorrect?
a. lonly
b. 2only
c. Both 1 and?
d. Neitherl nor2
Ans: a
Explanation

According to the World Bank, water scarcity
couldcausdndia'sGDPto dropby asmuchas
6% by the year 2050.

The marine biodiversity may be threatened by
heavymetalpollution (arseniccadmiumnickel,
etc.) and oil spills in rivers and oceans,
respectively.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussabout the short medium, and long

term measures required to avert the impending

watercrisisandguaranteéndia’'surbanareashave
sustainable water security.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the current urban water crisis.
Long-term and mediuaterm plans are required
to address it.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyoumustdiscuson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have| to
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a statistic abouirban water stresat the
outset.

Body:

Write aboutthedifferentproblemsandeffectsof
urban water scarcity first. Use examples and
facts to support your claims.
Write about potential longerm plans like

adaptation, as well as potential shigntm
solutionslike waterconservatiormndemergency
infrastructureupgradesMedium-term solutions

sustainable governance and climate change

include water
protection.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 13" June, 2024

recycling and watershed

Topic: Powersof Speaker

Relevance:GSPaper21 Polity

Source:IndianExpress

What are the powers of the Speaker and
why ks the post crucial for BjP and Its
allies?

Context

The TDP and JD(U), two of the NDA's most

important allies, are vying for the Speakership,

underscoring theposition's critical role in
parliamentary democracy.
Constitutional mandate:

1 Article 93 of the Constitution providesfor
the election of the Speaker and Depu
Speaker, witlthe Speakebeing chosely
asimple majority.

Article 93

-

ARTICLE 93 : THE SPEAKER AND DEPUTY
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE

The House of the People shall, as soon as may

be, choose two members of the House to be
respectively Speaker and Deputy Speaker thereof
and, so often as the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker becomes vacant, the House shall choose
another member to be Speaker or Deputy Speaker,
as the case mav be.

1 When the Housedissolvesthe Speaker's
term comes toan end,and amotion ofno
confidence in the Speaker may be made.

1 Thereareno specialrequirements for the
Speaker, who is not like the other
members.

ity
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Speaker'sAuthority

T

T

Managing the House: The Speaker sets
rules for House behavior and official
business, which is essential for opposition
involvement. The House operates under a
set of Rules and Procedures, but the
Speaker has extensive authority to enforce
these Rules.

Questionsand Records The Speakersin
charge of judging the merits of member
inquiriesandsupervisinghedissemination
of House records. The Speaker has the
authority to strike down any or all of the
remarks that are considered to be
unparliamentary.

Voice Votes and Division:These aréwo
essential legislative processeshat the
speaker can use to advance bills: division
and voice vote.

The Speaker may "unnecessarily claim”
anything, in accordance with theules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Lok Sabha, by simply asking the
members who support "Aye" and "No,"
respectively, to stand up and make a
decision.

No-ConfidenceMotion: Whenamotionof
no-confidence against the government is
presented, it is a crucial instance in which
the Speaker's impartiality has a substantial
impact on the opposition.

Voting: In accordancevith Article 1000f

the Constitution, which dealswith voting

in the Houses, the Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, the Chairperson of the Rajya
Sabha, or any other person functioning in
sucharole, 1 mu castadecidingvotein

t he e v e nihsteadfof castinga e 0
ballot in the first place.

Memberé‘ diéqualification
Power of the Speaker:In accordancevith
the Tenth Schedule,the Speaker of the

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

Househasthepowerto removelawmakers
who leave their party.

Introduction of the Anti-DefectionLaw:
In 1985, the FiftySecond (Amendment)
Act introduced the Tenth Schedule
commonlyreferredto astheanti-defection
law, into the Constitution.

1. Anti-defection law:

52" amendment in 1985 inserted 10 schedule (anti
defection law)
»  Grounds for disqualification are mentioned In Article 102(2)

& 191{2) for MP’s and MLA'S

Presiding Officer decides on the question of disquallification
lssue is — SC interpretation in G Vishwanathan Judgment in
1996 case (unattached member)<>» Amar Singh{MP)
Advantages Disadvantages
iy e party duss . * Mer iy dum got

Judicial Review: In theseminall992case
of Kihoto Hollohan versusZachillhu, the
Supreme Court maintained the Speakegr's
authority to make decisions regarding
defection cases. It decided that the only
order that can be reviewed by the courts|is
the Speaker's final one.

Effect on Government Stability: If a
sizablenumberof memberglefect,it may
alter the numericatrength of political
parties in the Houseand cause
governments to become unstable. It is
imperativethatthe Speaketakesprompt
action to disqualify memberswho

exhibit defects in order to preserve the
integrity of the Tenth Schedule and
guarantee governments' majority.
Supreme Court Orders: The Supreme
Court has made it clear in its orders that
Speakers must move quickly to remoye
candidates from office. For example, in
2020,it decidedhatSpeakersavethefinal
sayover disqualification petitions within
three months, except in exceptiongl
circumstances.

Impact on Government Formation: As
demonstrated by the instances in whi¢h
governments have fallen because pf
protracted delays in resolving defection
related matters, delays in ruling on
disqualification petitions can have serious
political repercussions.
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1 Example Case: The Speaker of the
Maharashtra Assembly was ordered by

the Supreme Court in 2023 to expedite the

disqualificationprocessagainsmemberof

the Shiv Sena party's factions. Extended
postponements in these legal proceedings TheSpeakesetsthedatefor the DeputySpeaker's

playedarolein thedownfall of theUddhav
Thackeray government.
Conclusion

TheSpeakehasagreat deal of authority whenit
comesto leadingthe House makingsurethatlaws
arefollowed, makingdecisiononimportantissues
like motions of no confidence, and preserving
political stability when these powers are used
wisely.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://www.thehindu.com/elections/lok
sabha/lok-sabhaspeakerpowers-and-why-are-
bjp -allies-vying-for -the-
post/article68273178.ece

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha

1. Theelectionof thedeputyspeakewill take
place on a date that the speaker designates in
accordance with the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.

2. It isrequiredthatthe mainoppositionpartyor
the ruling party nominate a candidate for the
position of Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
3. The Deputy Speaker preside over House
meetingswith the sameauthorityasthe Speaker,
and his decisions are final and cannot be
challenged.

4. The Speaker moves the motion and the Prime
Minister duly seconds it, following longtanding
parliamentanyprocedurdor designatingaDeputy
Speaker.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

a. land3
b. 2,3,4
c. 1,2,4

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

d. 1,34
Ans: a

Explanation

election. On the other hand, the President sets t
date for the Speaker's election.

It is notrequiredthatthe primaryoppositionparty
or the ruling party field a candidate for the
position of Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha. In
India, the opposition party is only traditionally
offered the position of Deputy Speaker.
TheDeputySpeaketeadstheLok Sabhasessions
and manages the house's business when the
Speaker is not present. When presiding over a
House session, the Deputy Speaker possesses
same authority as the Speaker.

Immediately following the election of the
Speaker, the Lok Sabha also elects the Deputy
Speaker from among its members. The speaker
makeghemotionfor his election,andthe prime
minister seconds it. However, there is no such
provision or custom in place.

Mains Model Questions

Q. In India's parliamentary system, the Speaker
theLok Sabhglaysacrucialrole asamediatoran
administrator, and a defender of the dignity a
integrity of the chambeDiscuss.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthe Speaker'sauthority andthe
significance of his position.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instruction
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and careful
considering each one of them. You have| t
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

MentionArticle 93 ofthe IndianConstitution
Body:

First, list all of thefunctionsandcharacteristics
of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha in our

parliamentarydemocracy.
Write aboutits importancenext. The Lok

the

of
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Sabha's ability to function effectively and the
country'sdemocratiqrocessasawholedepend
on its impartiality, authority in procedural
matters, and representational roles.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 1349 June, 2024

Topic: Arrest, agenciesand criminal courts
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Polity

Source: TheHindu

Arrest, agencles, and criminal courts s

T

Context

1 Two SupremeCourt decisionsthatimpact
therightsof peoplefacingcriminal charges
are discussed in the article. One decision
concerns the requirement for custody prior
to charging someone. The other involves
notifying the accused in writing of the
reasons for the arrest.

Which Supreme Court decisions impact
the legal rights of people facing criminal
charges?

Not Needed for Custody to File Charge
Sheets:

1 TheSupremeCourtdecidedthat,aslong as
the accused is cooperating and unlikely to
flee, theydo not always need to be in
custody when a charge sheet is filed. By
reducingneedless detentionthis directive
lessens the load on tleecused and the
investigating authorities.

- For instance, the Court noted In
Siddharth v. State of Uttar Pradesh
(2021)that Section170 of the CrPC does

not mandate custody for filing charge
sheets.

Required Written Grounds of Arrest:

M The Court underlined that, in accordan

with Article 22 of the Constitution, the

accused shall be informed in writing of the

grounds for the arrest.
Article 22

Protection from Arbitrary

Arrest and Detention

1 Right to be informed the ground of arrest. Right to
consult a legal practitioner

2 To be produced befare a magistrate with In 24hrs.

3 The above two are not applicable to enemy alien
and preventive detention

4 Not mare than 3 months of preventive detention
Ca n be extended bayond 3 months by Advisory
board but not more than that prescribed by aw of
Parliament {chause 7)

5 Right to be Indormed and to be represented

65 is pot valid if it goes sgainst public interest
Examples:
a) The Courtreaffirmedin Pankaj Bansal
v. Union of India (2023)that, in order to
preserve due process and transparengy

L

the grounds for an arrest must be recorded

in  writing, further conforming to
constitutional requirements.
b) The Court reiterated the same idea
Prabir Purkayastha v. State (NCT of
Delhi), applying it uniformly under the
UAPA and highlighting the need for
specific, tailored grounds of arrest.

What effectsdo thesedecisionshave?

1 Decreased Need for Custody: The

Supreme Court's decision Biddharth v.
State of Uttar Pradesh (2021yegarding
custody priorto filing a charge sheet
lessensheneedfor needlessletentionsand
eases the burden on investigating office
and courts.

In accordance withArticle 22 of the
Constitution, the requirement to provide
written grounds for arrestpromotes
transparency and safeguards
fundamental rights. Accordingto Section
50(1) of the CrPC, the SC highlightedthat
written grounds assist the accused
obtaining legal representation and bail,

140

=~

S



13" June,202:

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

guaranteeing impatrtial legal
proceedings
1 Extension to Special Statutes The

requiremento providewritten justification
for an arresi first brought to light in
instances  involving  the Unlawful

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and

the Prevention of Money Laundering Act

(PMLA) 0 is expectedo haveanimpacton
processes under thi@riminal Procedure

Code (CrPC)as well.

Money laundering stages
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Also ReadTopics& Concepts:
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/84767110/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Preventive Detention

1. Preventivedetentions permittedby the Indian
Constitution.

2. Preventive detention is governed by separate
lawsfrom thefederalgovernmenandthestates.

3. Because the Constitution stresses the state's
"subjective satisfaction” when ordering a
detentiontherearevery few groundgor judicial
review when it comes to preventive detention.
4. Thesamdegalprotectionghatapplyto regular
imprisonment do not apply to preventive
detention.

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

Only one
Only two
Only three
All four

oo op

Ans: c
Explanation

Preventivedetentions thestate'sletentiorof an
individual based only on suspicion, without a
court trial or conviction. If not extended, the
detention could last up to a year.
Preventivedetentions usedasawartimestrategy
in nations like the United States, Canada, and
Britain. Preventive detention is permitted by the
Indian Constitution. Part Il of the Constitution,
Article 22, addresses fundamental rights and
provides the state the power to suspend these
rights for preventive detention.

A number of laws allow the state to order
preventive detention. The National Security Act
and the Conservation of Foreign Exchange and
Prevention of Smuggling Activities Act, 1974
(COFEPOSA) are two examples of such laws at
the federal level. Because the state's "subjective
satisfaction” is emphasized by the Constitution
when ordering a detention, there are very few
grounds for judicial review when it comes to
preventive detention.The same legal protections
that apply to regular imprisonment also apply to
preventive detention, plus a few more. The
Preventive Detention Act, 1950 and the Indian
Constitutionbothregulatepreventivedetentionn
that country.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Although the Indian Constitution's Article 2
offers protections against arbitrary arrest a
detention, there are a number of obstacles in
way of its effective applicatioexamine.

Key Demandof the question:

To write abouttheimportanceof Article 22 of the
Constitution and different problems with
application.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the tpp
(contentwords), examineit, investigateit, and

nd
the

IC
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determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss {
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Write aboutArticle 22 of the Constitution
Body:

Write first about how Article 22 of the Indig
Constitution serves as a pillar for defend
individual liberty against capricious state act
and guaranteeing rights like knowing the rea
for an arrest and consulting a legal practition
and being produced before a magistrate wi
24 hours.

Next, discuss the different problems with
application: abuse of laws pertaining
preventive detention, extended incarceral
without charge or trial, insufficient leg
assistance, delayed notification of arr
grounds, court backlogs, possible abuse du
emergency situations, etc.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 139 June, 2024
Topic: Digital Competition Bill
Relevance:GSPaper2i Governance

Source:Livemint

Digital Competition Bill: Its core
needs strengthening

Context

1 The proposed Digital Competition Bill,

2024 in India is discussed in the article.

Like theEU's Digital Markets Act, thebill
seeksto stop large tech companiedike

| as

Anticipatory Control:

Important Parties:

Prohibited Activities:

AssociatedDigital Enterprise (ADES):

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

Google, Facebook,and Amazon from
engagingin anti-competitive behavior.
What are the main features of the
Digital Competition Bill, 2024,in India?

1 Proposes replacing thexisting post
incident (ex post) regulation with a
preventive (exante) strategy.

1 Attempts to anticipate possible anti
competitive behaviorand stop it before it
starts.

IN THE MAKING

) Jayant Sinha-led » MCA secretary-led
standing committee  panelwas formed to
suggested need for look into ex-ante

adigital competition
lawinits reportin techindustryin
December 2022 February2023

) Stakeholder consultations for the same
were conduded in March 2023

regulations for big

) Draft Bill } Bill proposes
prepared byMCA | identifying systemically
tosuggestex-ante | important digital

intermediaries to ensure
competitive ecosvstem

regulations for
digital markets

1 According to the Bill, somécore digital
services'd suchassocialmediaandsearch
engine® will automatically be tagged as

Systematically Significant Digital
Enterprises (SSDE).
1 "Systematically  Significant  Digital

Enterprises” (SSDE) will be designated
by the Competition Commissionof India

(CCIl) based on a number of quantitatiie

and qualitative criteria, including

- The requirements include having ove
Rs4,000crore in revenuedn Indiaover
thepreviousthreefiscal years,over$30
billion in revenue globally, over Rs
16,000 crore in gross merchandise
value in India, or ovef75 billion in
global market capitalization.

- At least 10,000 business users or 1
crore endusersarerequiredfor SSDES.

i SSDEs are not allowed t@strict third -
party applications, self-preferring,or antr
steering.

1 Penalties for infractions can reatf% of
total revenue worldwide

1 Organizations that gain fromlarge tech
group's shared datawill be called ADEs.

18
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1 ADEswill besubjectto thesameduties as
SSDEs.
What objections have been made to the
proposed Bill?
1 Burden of Compliance: Large tech firms

contend that the stringent rules may cause

innovation to take a backseato
compliance. For instance,

Markets Act (DMA) of the EU has

the Digital

increased the time it takes to find items on

Google by 4,000%.
Broad Definitions: Businesseareworried

about the wide standards that will be used
to identify important platforms. In contrast

to the EU's DMA, the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) will have the

final say over the matter according to

India's draft law.
Effect on Smaller BusinessesAccording
to tech giants, modifications to thei

r

platforms and a decrease in data sharing

may have anegative impact on smaller
companiesthatdependon their serviceso
reach a wide audience.

Potentially Arbitrary Decisions: The
CClI's discretion may result iarbitrary

decisionsthathaveaneffecton startupsand
smaller businesses.

Large internet firms oppose ‘ex-ante’ regulations
in digital competition law

resaty
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Why is the Digital Competition Bill necessary?

1 Large tech firms have a track record of

acting in an anti-competitive manner.
Google, for example,paid a fine of Rs
1.337 crore for its actions within the
Android ecosystem.

small number of dominant companies
This restricts innovation tdarge tech
companies.

High barriers to entry are created by a

1 The bill seekgo promote competition by
removing these  obstacles More
innovation from outside the large tec
companies may result from this.

Smaller companies find it difficult to
compete with big tech's monopoly on th

market. The purpose of the bill is to level

the playing field.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/20
24/Jun/11/opecsyjambit-to-keep-oil-prices-
afloat

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considethefollowing statementsegarding
Digital Competition Bill

1. The plan is akin to the Digital Markets Act
(DMA) of the US, which went into full force
earlier this year and mandates that major tech
companies like Alphabet, Amazon, and Apple
opentheir servicesandrefrainfrom favoringtheir
own over competitors'.

2. The bill promises to impose severe penalties
andseekgo establistpresumptivenormsto stop
anticompetitive practices before they actually
occur.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo ow

Ans: b
Explanation

The plan is akin to the Digital Markets Act
(DMA) of the European Union, which went into
full forceearlierthisyearandmandateshatmajor
tech companies like Alphabet, Amazon, and
Apple open their services and refrain from
favoring their own over competitors'.

The bill promises to impose severe penalties an
seekdo establishpresumptivanormsto stopantr
competitive practices before they actually occur,
Mains Model Questions

-

e
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Q. List the main provisions of the draft Digital
Competition Bill (DCB). The Digital Competition
Bill in India aims to ensure a fair and competitive
digital sector, but it needs to clarify core digital
serviceidentificationand prevendoubleregulation

to ensure an effective competitive environment.
Critically analyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To write about the features of the DCB,
potential to regulate the digital sector, and
limitations.
Directive:

Critically analyse- When asked to analyze, y(
must methodically examine the topic's struct
or natureby breakingit downinto its component
parts and summarizing them. When "critical
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one m
consider the topic's advantages ¢
disadvantages and render a fair judgment or|
matter.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Startby outlining thegoalsandobjectivesof the
DCB.

Body:

Write about the four main stages that the D
proposes as its primary features first.
Write next about how the aforementioned co
ensure competition and fairness in the dig
industry.
Write about the above's shortcomings ng
including how to identify essential digit
services and reduce the possibility of dou
regulation to successfully foster a competit
ecosystem, among other things.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

144




14" June 2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

Article: 14" June, 2024
Topic: World Day Against Child Labour
Relevance:GS Paper: 1 Social Justice

Source:ilo.org

World Day Against Child Labour

¥ i

Context

June 12th was designated as thé/orld Day
Against Child Labour by the International
Labour Organization (ILO) in 2002 in an effort

to promote the abolition of child labor and
increase public awareness of the problem
worldwide.

About

1 The theme for the day's observance this
year, in 2024, is"Let's Act on Our
Commitments: End Child Labour,"
which highlights the necessity of group
action to end child labor and shield
children from exploitation.

1 In addition, theConvention on the Worst
Forms of Child Labour is being adopted
for the25thtimethis year.Additionally, it's
an opportunity to push for improved
implementation of the two main
conventions on child laborConvention
No. 138 ontheminimumagefor admission
to employment and€Convention No. 182
by all relevant parties.

What is Child labor?

1 Any work that is unsuitable for a child's
age,physicalcapabilities or mentalstateis
considered child labor, and the letegm
ramifications can be disastrous for the
child's growth and future.

l

Different Kinds of Child Labor

T
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Thelndian Constitution expresslyforbids
minorsundertheageof 14 fromworkingin
factories, mines, or other dangerous joljs.
Similarly, anyone under the age of 18 who
shouldn't be engaged in dangerous laboy is
considered a child according to the
International  Labour  Organization
(ILO).

Child labordoesnot include activities like
helping parents around the house, workihg
in a family business, or earning pocket
money after school and on weekends.
The Indian Constitution's Article 24
forbids hiring children under thage of 14
yearsin anyfactoryor mineor employedn
any hazardous employment.

Children who work in hazardous
environments or who perform tasks tha
seriouslyjeopardizeheir health, safety,or
morals are considered to be engaging |n
hazardous child labor.
Construction, mining, handling hazardous
chemicals in manufacturing, and heayy
machinery work are tew examples.
Domestic Child Labor: Young people,
mostly girls, are hired by households o
perform household chores like cleaning,
cooking, and child care This frequently
entailsworkinglong hoursfor little payand
running the risk of being abused.
Bonded Child Labour: When a child's
family hasadebtthatneedgo bepaidback,
the child is made to work. This keeps them
in a vicious cycle of exploitation becauge
the debt frequently becomes unpayable.
Child trafficking is the recruitment,
transportation, or harboring of children fg
the purpose of exploitation. This cah
involve thetrafficking of organs, forced
labor, or sexual exploitation.
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children (CSEC): Prostitution and
pornography are two examples of

=
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commercial sex acts in which children are
used. Their rights and wellbeing are being
gravely violated by this.

Factsabout Child Labor in India

1 UNICEF estimates that child labor
accounts forl3% of our labor force,
meaning that 1 out of every 10 Indian
workers is a child.

1 Thereareaboutl0.1million child laborers
in India between theges of 5 and 14
according to th€ensus 2011.

1 Approximately 5.6 million boys and 4.5
million girls make up the total population
of child laborers.

1 Child labor is almosthree times more
commonin rural areas(14%) thanit isin
urban areas (5%).

1 Approximately70% of child laborers are
employed in theagriculture industry,
which includes forestry, fishing, farming,
and raising livestock. The remaini29%
work in the services sector.

1 With almost 2.1 million child laborers,
Uttar Pradesh haghe highestrate.

Effects

1 Health and Physical Development: A
child'sgrowthanddevelopmenarestunted
when they work as children anéceive
inadequate nutrition.

1 Impact on Education: This will lead to a
rise in school abandonment and
absenteeism which in turn causes low
literacy rates and &ck of fundamental
skills.

1 Economic Impact: Child labor feeds the
povertycycle.Withouttheright education

Wz rve b v g abate

and training , childrenarelikely to growup
to work inlow-wage, unskilled jobs.
Social Inequality: Since children from
underprivileged homesare more likely to
be forced into work, child labor serves t
perpetuate social inequality.

Actions Made in India to End Child Labor

I The Constitution of India Article 21 A

(Right to Education): The State shall, in
accordance with the State's legal authori
provide free and compulsory education
to all children betweertheagesof six and
fourteen.

- Article 23: Forced labor of any kind is
forbidden.

- Article 24: It prohibits hiring a child

Y,

under the age of 14 to do any dangergus

work in a mine or factory.

- "The health and strength of workers, me
and women, and the tender age of childr
are not abused,” according Aaticle 39.
The Child Labour Act (Prohibition and
Regulation) of 1986forbidschildrenunder
the age of 14 from working in dangerou
jobs or in hazardous industries.

The action plan for addressing the issue
child labor is contained in th&lational
Policy on Child Labour, 1987.

Act of 2015for Juvenile Justice(Care and
Protection of Children): It regulates laws
that are claimed to be in conflict with th
law and pertain to children.

The 2012Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Actims to
stop thecommercial exploitatiof minors
for sex purposes.
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1 Prevention, Care, and Rehabilitation of
Human Trafficking Bill: The offenses
classified as ‘trafficking” and
"aggravated trafficking” have specific
penalties. Transgender people were added
to the list of "victims,” expanding its
definition.

1 Scheme for the National Child Labour
Project (NCLP): It was startedby the
government in 1988with the intention of
rehabilitating working children in the
nation's twelve child labeendemic

districts.
National Child Labour Project

B w0 T ey

Enforcementfor No Child Labor): Itisan
electronic platform designed to involve
government agencies at the federal, state,
local, andcivil societylevels asvell asthe
general public in reaching the goal of a
society free from child labor.

Global Initiatives

1 Declaring 2021 to be thelnternational
Year for the Elimination of Child Labor,
the UN demanded swift action tolfill its
2025 deadlinefor outlawing the practice.

1 The world's leaders reaffirmed their
commitmento ending child labor in 2015
when they adopted theSustainable
Development Goals (SDGSs), target 8.7.

I ALLIANCE 8.7:A globalpartnershipvith
inclusivity, it is dedicatedo accomplishing
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

8.7 by 2030.It strives to end child labor,
forced labor, modern slavery, and human
trafficking worldwide.

Difficulties in Addressing Child Labor

|l

The Way Forward

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

[TARGET 8-7]

END MODERN SLAVERY,
TRAFFICKING AND
CHILD LABOUR

Poverty and Economic Pressures:
Families with high rates of poverty musg
dependnthemoneytheir childrenearn to
cover their basic expenses.

Lack of Access to High-Quality
Education: A lack of schools, inadequaté¢
infrastructure for education, and lew
quality instruction deter students fror
enrolling and finishing their education.
Weak Law Enforcement: Due to
administrative inefficiencies, corruption,
andalack of resourceschild laborlawsare
not adequately implemented and
monitored.

Informal Economy and Unregulated
Sectors: Unregulated industries such gs
small-scale manufacturing, domestic
work, and agriculture account for a large
share of child labor.

Cultural Norms and Social Acceptance:
It can be difficult to shift attitudes wher
child labor is considerechormal and
culturally acceptable in many
communities.

Child Trafficking: The trafficking of
minors for the purpose of labor is a seriolis
problem that is made worse tax border
and law enforcement enforcement.
Impact of COVID-19: As a result of
financial hardship, school closures, and
limited access to distance learningthe
pandemic has made matters worse gnd
forced more children into labor.

—
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1 The next step imnsuring access to high
quality educationis to equipkids with the
knowledgeandabilitiestheyneedto escape
the confines of child labor.

1 Increasing Labor Law Enforcementand
Offering Social Protection: To protect
children from exploitationstrong labor
law enforcement and extensive social
protection programs mustbeputin place.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://indianexpress.com/article/when
is/world-day-againstchild-labour-2024the-
date-theme-origin -significance 9382788/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regarding

National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme

1. The Ministry of Labor and Employment
overseeghis central sectorprogram.
2. Childrenof all ageswho areremovedrom child

labor activities under this scheme are placed in

NCLP Special Training Centers prior to being

mainstreamed into the official educational system.

Which of the above statements are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

Qoo

Ans: a
Explanation

A centralsectorprogramrun by the Ministry of
Labor and Employment is the National Child
Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme.

In accordancevith thisschemechildrenbetween
the ages of 9 and 14 are taken out of the
workforce and placed in NCLP Special Training
Centers, where they receive health care, midday
meals, stipends, vocational training, bridge
education, and other services before being
integratednto theregularschoolsystemThereis

a direct connection between the kids in tH& 5
year age range are linked to the formal education

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

systemthroughclosecoordinationwith the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Due to limited access to higjuality education
and poverty, which forces families to rely on thegir
children's income, child labor is still prevalent in
India. Examine.

Key Demand of the question:
To write about the reasons behind the threat of
child laborandhowsocialprotectionfor all plays
a part in putting a stop to it.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the tppjc
(content words), examine it, investigate it, ang
determine the important details and problems
surrounding it. We should discuss the
implications of these facts and issues as well as
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somestatistics abouthild laborin India
Body:

Write first aboutthe different stepstakento stop
child laborandthereasonst still happensLack
of educationabpportunitiespoverty,inequality,
a sluggish demographic shift, and customs.
Write about actions that can be taken to reduge
child laborafterthat. Provideevidenceandfacts
to support the same.

Conclusion:

Provide a solution and stress the significance ¢f
putting an end to child labor in order to achiev¢

the SDGs.

Article: 14" June, 2024

Topic: Centre releasesl.39lakh crore to states
Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Economy

Source:Livemint
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Centre releases 31599 lakh crore to states in

June

Context

Apayment of 1 hag [&enimade h
availableby theCentral Governmentto thestates
for tax devolution.
About
71 It allows State Governmentsto expedite
development and capital spendingby
including both the regular devolution
amount for June 2024 and an additional

instalment.

1 The extra funding will help state
governments improve their
infrastructure initiatives and

developmental efforts which  will
accelerate staievel economic growth.

1 The devolution of taxes to the states was
allocatedRs. 12.19 trillion in the Interim
Budget for FY25. With this
announcement, the total amouwtgvolved
to statesfor FY25 until June 10th is now
Rs. 2.8 trillion.

About tax devolution

1 The process by which theCenter
distributes tax collection to the statesis a
vital source of funding for the states.

1 TheConstitution's Article 270laysoutthe
plan for how the Union government will
divide the net tax revenueit collects
between thé&tates and the Center.

1 Corporation tax, personal income tax,
Central GST, the Center's portion of the
Integrated Goods and Services Tax
(IGST), and other taxes are shared by the
States and the Center.

1 The Constitution's Article  280(1)

1 However,the Centre'ssurchargeand cess
C I Oafethot included in theivisible pool.

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

specifies the procedurdsr establishing a
Finance Commission which will provide
recommendationsegardingthe allocation
of net tax proceeds between the Union ar
the States,the distribution of eachState's
share of these proceedsamong itself,
grants-in-aid, State revenues and any
actions required to support Panchayat
resources during the award period.

The foundation for distribution

As pertherecommendationf the 15thFC,
theproportion of Statesfrom thedivisible
pool (vertical devolution) is 41 percent.
Horizontal devolution distributes
resources among the States according t
numberof factors.Brief explanation®f the
15th FC's criteria are provided below.
The "income distance” measures how

d

much a state makes compared to the state

with thehighest per capita income.

The population as of the 2011 Censuis
referredto asthe"population.” Weighting
based on thd971 Censuswvas applied to
the population up until the 14th FC, but
was stopped in the 15th FC.

"Forest and ecology" take into account
eachstate'portion of thetotal denseforest
across all of the states.

The  "demographic performance”
criterion was implemented to incentiviz
states for their population control efforts.
States with greater tax collection
efficiencyhavebeenrewardecasedna
criterion known astax effort."

~—+
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Revenue-sharing formulas in the 14th and
15th Finance Commissions

1% Favance 15t Nnance
Commission Commission

Issues andCriticism
1 In legislative, administrative, and
financial relations, a strong center has
always been favored by tl®nstitutional
framework.

1 But since federalism is dundamental
aspectof our system it's critical thatStates
feel adequately represented in

allocation of resources.

the

1 There are real concerns that must be taken
into account, even though theolitical
divide between the Oppositioaruled
Statesand the Union governmentalways

makes matters

worse.

Suggestions and the Way Forward

1 By addingsomecessand surchargeto the
divisible pool, its size can be increased.
The Center should appropriately
rationalize the tax slabs in order to
gradually remove the various cesses and

surcharges that it imposes.

1 In horizontal devolution, the efficiency
criteria should be given more weight.

1 Since theGoods and Services Tax (GST)
is a destination tax based on consumption
that is split equally between the Union and

the State, the accrual
including the Integrated

of State GST,

GST settlement on intatate sales, should
match the accrual d@@entral GST from a

State.

1 Lastly, a mordormal framework for the
States' involvement in the constitution and
the operation of the FC ought to be taken

into consideration, akin
council.

to theGST

1 The Center must put these measures i

effect following discussions with each

State.

1 Additionally, it is crucial that theStates
adhere to fiscal federalismby devolving

to

adequate resources to local bodies for

vibrant and accountable development.
Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://prsindia.org/policy/report -

summaries/report15th-finance-commission
2021-26

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Finance Commission

1. The President appoints members in accordan
with  Article 280 of the Constitution.
2. Thegovernment must abidgy theFinance
Commission's recommendations.

Which of theabovestatements areorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: a

Explanation

According to article 280 of the Constitution, the

Presidenappointghe FinanceCommissionywhose
primary duty is to make recommendatior
regarding the allocation of tax revenues betwe
the Union and the States as well as among
States.

The Finance Commission's recommendations
merelyadvisory,sothegovernments notrequired
to follow them.

Mains Model Question

S
en
the

are

Q. Whatfactorsdoesthe FinanceCommissiortake

into account before transferring money to t:];e

states? Examine the relevant problems an
recommend actions that the Sixteenth Finance
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Commissiorshouldtaketo guarante¢hatthestates
receive funds in a just and equitable manner.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the standards for devolution
funds and the steps required for a f
distribution.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, @
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss t
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Startby describinghebackgrounaf Article
280.

Body:

Write about the income distance, population
size, area and geographical features, fiscal
discipline, tax effort and revenue capacity,
demographic performance, special needs of
statesetc.thatthe FinanceCommissiorusedto
determine how much money to devolve in the
first section.

Mention the main concerns about the
aforementioned in the following section, such
as reducing devolution to specific states,
recognizinguniquestateneedsandgeographic
disparities.

Write nextaboutthe actionsrequiredto ensure
that the states receive funds in a just and
equitable manner.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 14" June, 2024

Topic: Global GenderGap Index: WEF

Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Women

Source:weforum.org

Context

Principal Results of the Study

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

1 TheWorld Economic Forum (WEF) has
released th&lobal Gender Gap Report
(2024), which is in its 18th edition.

About the Global Gender Gap Index
2024

1 Every year, it sets benchmarks for tH
present and progress of gender parityn
four important areas: political
empowerment, health and survival,
educational attainment, and economic
participation and opportunity.
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1 Worldwide Outcomes:Foreachofthel46
nationsin thisedition,theglobalgendeigap
score in2024 is 68.5% closed.

1 This indicates that there is still gender
gap of 31.5%on average that needs to L
closed globally.

1 In contrast to the constant sample 123
nations in the previousyear'sedition,there
has been amdditional +0.1 percentage
point closure in theglobal gender gap
from 68.5% to 68.6%.

1 Time to Parity: The 2030 Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) targetwill be
reached after  approximately
generations, or 134 years, if current data
to be believed.
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1 The pace of progress towardehieving
parity is effectively slowed down by the
absencef significant,widespreadthanges
since the previous edition.

1 Best in class:Even though no nation has
fully attainedgender parity, 97% of the
economiesin this edition have closed the
gender gap by more than 60%.

1 When compared to85% in 2006 it
represents a notable improvement.

1 Forthepastfifteenyears,Iceland hasbeen
atthetop of theindex, followed by Finland
(2nd, 87.5%), Norway (3rd, 87.5%),
Sweden (5th, 81.6%), Germany (7th,
81%), Ireland (9th, 80.2%), and Spain
(10th, 79.7%).

1 Theonly othereconomy thahasclosedthe
gendergapby more than 90% is Finland.

1 Sudancamein lastoutof 146countrieson
the index, while Pakistan dropped three
spots to 145th

1 In terms of participation in the labor
force, gender parity has somewhat
improved. Based on data collected from
101 economies since 200@he rate of
participation increased from 63.5% in
2023 to 65.7% in 2024.

The Performanceof India

1 With more thanl.4 billion people living
there, India close®4.1% of the gender
gap in 2024 But India hasfallen two spots
to 129th place (from 127th last year),
mostlydueto minordropsin theparameters
for "Educational Attainment” and
"Political Empowerment,” while scores
for "Economic Participation” and
"Opportunity” havesomewhatncreased.

1 When it came tosecondary school
enrollment, India had the best gender
parity.

1 India ranked in the top ten for the heafd
state  indicator in  the Political
Empowerment sub-index, butit continues
to score poorly for women's representation

atthefederallevel, includingin ministerial
positions (6.9%) and parliament (17.2%).

1 After Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and
Bhutan, India was placedifth in South
Asia, while Pakistan came in last.

1 India's economy was among the leas
equitable alongwith thoseof Bangladesh,
Sudan, Iran, Pakistan, and Morocco.In
terms of estimated earned income, none
them had a gender parity ofiore than
30%.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/india/gen
der-gap-report-2024india-faresworsethan-
bangladeshnepalsri-lanka-bhutan-scoreslow-
In-political -parity -indices- 96653

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
Global Gender Gap report

1. The World Economic Forum publishes the

Global Gender Gap Report 2024.
2. Four major dimensions are used to evalu
gender parity: Political Empowerment, Health a
Survival, EducationalAttainment,and Standarcdof
living.

Which of theabovestatements arnacorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

aoop

Ans: b
Explanation

TheWorld EconomicForumpublisheghe Global
Gender Gap Report 2024.

Four major dimensions are used to evaluate
genderparity: Political EmpowermentHealthand
Survival, Educational Attainment, and Economic,
Participation and Opportunity.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Therearevariousreasongor India'sdismal
results in the Global Gender Gap report.
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Enhancing women's political engagement is
essential to attaining gender parity and has
extensiveeffectsonthecommunity.Discuss.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthereasondehindthegendergap
that exists in India, its effects, and how |to
increasevomen'spolitical participationin order
to close the gender gap

Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You havel to
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give the issue'shistory and any pertinent
statistics

Body:

Write first about the causes of the gender gap.
Write next about how increasing women's
political participationcanhelpclosethegender
gap since it empowers women, encourages
inclusive governance, and results in more
equitable policymaking.

Write nextaboutthe actionsrequiredto resolve
thegendergapandgetpastthe aforementioned
problems.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 14" June, 2024

Topic: 3 states seek shrinking of Ecsensitive
areas in Western Ghats

Relevance:GSPaper3i1 Environment

Source:IndianExpress

3 states seek shrinking of eco-sensitive
areas in Western Ghats

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

Context

Three of the six stateswhere the Centre ha$
suggestececosensitive areas (ESAs})o protect
the Western Ghats, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
and Goa have asked for a reduction in the ESAS'
extentto permit development projects.
About Eco-SensitiveAreas

1 Because of their uniquelandscape,
wildlife, biodiversity, historical
significance, and natural values the
National Environment Policy (2006)
defined the Ecdensitive Zones ag
"areas/zones with identified environmental
resources having incomparable valugs
which require special attention for thejr
conservation.”

1 UndertheEnvironment Protection Act of
1986,ESAs are subject to notification an
regulation by the MoEFCC.

1 Eco-SensitiveAreas (ESAs) areareas that
arewithin 10 kilometers of protectedareas,
such as national parks and wildlif
sanctuaries, according to thMational
Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016).

1 Goal: Preserve the environment and
prevent damage from occurring because|of
anthropogenic activities.

1 Provide a barrier or shock absorber of
some sort for the specialized ecosystgm
(PASs).

1 Serve as atransitional zone between
regions with greater protection and thosge
with less protection.
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Committee on K. Kasturirangan
Recommendations

1 The MoEF established ahigh-level
working group (HLWG) in August 2012,
with K. Kasturirangan serving as its
chairman.

i Its mission was to propose a
comprehensive, all-encompassing
strategy for just and sustainable
developmentwith aparticularemphasi®n
the preservation of ecological systems in
the biological hotspot known as the
Western Ghats.

1 As a result59,940 sq. kmo the Western
Ghats' natural landscape, which is
distributed acrossix states (Karnataka,
Gujarat, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Maharashtra), were designated as
ecologically sensitive by the
Kasturirangan report in 2013.

1 It suggested banning or restricting
development initiatives and operations
within the ESA, which would have
maximum interventionist anddestructive
impact on ecosystems.

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

GUIARAT / The Usion ministry of environment and focests has ruled in favour of the
. / Kasturirangan repoet, after rejecting the Gadgil repoet, The Kasturicangan

__ panel has sted 4156 villages—2,159 In Maharashtra, 1576 in

Karnataka, 135 in Tamil Nadu, 123 in Kerala, 99 in Goa and 64 in
Gujarat—as ecologically sensitive However, Karnataka agrees aniy on

B 153 villages and Goa on 50. Kerala wants %o keep all agrcultural fand and
0 habitaticas cut. Other states are yet to respond. They have time till June
( S 15tomake their final decisions

gy versus
S8 Kasturirangan

e Categorised the entire Western @ Sensitive area, called
Ghats (1,25.037 square natural landscape,
Kilometres) as ecoogically fimited to 37 per cent of
sensitive, divided into theee 2ones the Western Ghats.
Remaining 53 per cent of

\
a \ ® Recommended barning theuse  human settlements,
g of pesticides and genetically plantations and
Exlshngd madified crops in the most agricultural fields
protecte sensitive areas. Also calied fora  classified as cultural

ey tatat ban on quarrying and landscape

mining Dams were to be
® Mining, red-category
plantations o be changed xlustries ke thermal
gradually to natural forests plants and bustdings aver
20000 square metres
& Recommended a banned in the natural
national authority to landscape, Hydroelectnc
= ouersee the projects could be
conservation of allowed after dataded
the Westem studies and following
Ghats : stringent conditions

® Gramsabhas ® Instead of aaw
toplay 4 crucial regulstory autharity,

existiog mechanisms to
e strengthened

TAMIL NADU

—

Issues

During theirtalks with an expert panel that
the Centerhadappointedo finalize a draft
notification, the statedoroughtup the need
to rationalize these ESAs in the Ghats.
States continued to oppose th&
Kasturirangan panel report, claiming it
would negatively impact the quality of life
for those living in the area.

Additionally, it will "hinder" regional
development initiatives.

There is a claim that the announcement |of
the ESA in Western Ghat will force
thousands of the local villagers to relocate.
Way Forward
Ecologically delicate areassupport the
preservation of delicate ecosystems that
supporthumanlife. It is for humanuse,and
the strategy benefits the communityby
ensuring that there are few humammal
conflicts, adequate crop yields, improved
pollination, and water sustenance.
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! Along with adhering to uniform does not specifically
guidelines and ecological protection Sensitive Zoneso, the
principles, it is imperative to take the 3(2)(v) of theEnvironmentProtectionAct, 1986
demands of the states into account. and rule 5(1) of the Environment (Protection)

1 Despiteadeadlineof June30th,the expert Rules, 1986 to declare ESZs and EFAs.
committee will deliver its report to the Mains Model Questions

Environment Ministry by September.

. Q. What are Ec&ensitive Zones (ESZs)? Despite
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

their significance discussthedifficulties thatEco-

https://moef.gov.in/moef/division/forest Sensitive Zones present.
divisions-2/ecasensitivezoneesz/introduction -
: Key Demand of the question:
2/index.html . .
The question asks for an explanation of -gca
Prelims Practice Questions sensitive zones, their significance, and |the
difficulties they face.

Q. Consider the following statements regarding

. Directive:
Eco-sensitive zones

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
1. Areas designated by the Ministry of thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
Environment, Forests, and Climate Change | specifics of the issues at hand and carefully

(MoEFCC) as Ecésensitive Zones (ESZ) exist in considering each one of them. You have tp
India. provideargumentdor andagainsteachposition.
2. The phrase "Ec&ensitive Zones" is mentioned Structure of the answer:
in the Environment Protection Act of 1986. Introduction:
Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect? Describethe ecosensitivezones
Body:
a. lonly . L
b. 2onl Mention aboutany protestsor other activities
' y related to environmentally sensitive areas.
c. Both 1 and? » ; .
. Eco-sensitivezonesdescribehelocation,
d. Neitherlnor2

forbidden activities, etc.
Ans: a write aboutthe valueof environmentally
sensitive areas

Explanation Then,write aboutdifficulties posedoy

In India, areas surrounding protected areas like environmentally sensitive areas

national parks and wildlife sanctuaries are Conclusion:

designated as EeBensitive Zones (ESZ) or Provide recommendations for resolving the
EcologicallyFragileAreas(EFAs)by theMinistry various issues related to the environmentally
of Environment, Forests and Climate Change sensitive zones.

(MoEFCC). Article: 14" June,2024

DeclaringanareaanESZserveghepurposeof
controlling and regulating the activities that
surround it, thereby acting as a sort of "shock Relevance:GSPaper31 Employment
absorber" for the protected areas.
Additionally, ESZsserveasabufferbetween
areas with strong protection and areas with
relatively milder protection.

Althoughthe Environment ProtectioAct of 1986

Topic: Gig workers

Source: TheHindu
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Gig workers battle heatwave without support
from delivery platforms

Context

Gig workers have recently complained dfeat
stroke and fainting, andtheir employershavenot
provided them with any healttelated support.
About India's Platform Workers and Gig
Economy

1 In India, the gig econondy also known as
thefreelanceeconomyor the on-demand
economyd is growingin importanceandis
defined by transient, flexible employment.
It is fueledby businessew/ho would rather
hire freelancers, consultants, and
temporary workers than fulttime staff
members.
It involves individual employees
completing tasks for clients ontask-by-
task basis via the  platform's
middlemanship, and it is propelled by the
nation's demographic dividend, the
increasinguseof smartphones,and digital
technologies.
It canbe broadlydividedinto workerswho
are based on platforms and those who are
not.
Digital platforms and online software
apps are the foundation of the work of
platform workers.
According to NITI Aayog's report,
"India's Booming Gig and Platform
Economy," a gig worker is a person who
works in both the informal and traditional
employeremployeesectordo earnaliving.
It also defines "platform workers" as
individualswhowork for companiesike

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)
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Ola, Uber, Dunzo, Swiggy,Zomato, and
Urban Company.

Gig Economy

z Qualivy Sarvicas At A Osanper And Sustainabin Rate
The gig economy'sgrowth

1 A report byNITI Aayog estimated that7
lakh workers were working in the gig
economy in 20221, making upl.5% of
India's workforce overall or2.6% of the
country's non-agricultural workforce.
These workers are distributed across
range of skill levels: roughl#7% of gig
workers hold medium-skilled positions
roughly 22% hold high-skilled positions
and roughly 31% hold low-skilled
positions.

By 2029 203( it is anticipatedto grow to
2.35 crore (23.5 million) employees. It i
projected that gig workers will account fg
4.1% of India's workforce, or 6.7%o0f the
country's noragricultural workforce, by
2029 2030.

Projected Gross Volume
of the Gig Economy

Tha Gig Foanomy in projsctad to grow to
4455 B by year-end 2025 in
ar tionw

Groas Volume Trunoeao

[T PYP

The Difficulties Gig Workers Face
1 Extended working hours85% of gig
workers in India put in more than eighf
hours a day, despite the industry's growit
Numerous gig workers expressed feelir
unsafe at work.
More than 83% of appased taxi drivers
putin morethan10hours, and 60% put in
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more than 12 hours a day making up
nearly a third of the workforce.

1 Low Pay: After deducting all of their
expenses, over 43% of the workers make
lessthan 500 per day or
month.

1 Significant deductions like commission,
rude customers, job insecurity, income
instability, lack of fundamental
employment rights, commoditization of
work, lack of legal recognition, incapacity
to take leaves, etc. arether problems

associated with this industry.
M
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AssociatedGovernment Programs.

1 The National Urban Policy Framework
(NUPF) acknowledges that India's
urbanizatio® whichis expectedosurpass
558.8 million people by 2034 is more
than just a change in the country's
population.

I The2020Codeof Social Security callsfor
the creation of appropriatocial security
programs for gig and platform workers
with regardto life anddisability insurance,
accident insurance, health and maternity
benefits, and old age protection.

1 The e-Shram Portal was established to
facilitate the registration of unorganized
workers, including gig and platform
workers,andto createa Comprehensive

Suggestion$or thefuture

PRAGNYAIASCADEM

National Database of Unorganized
Workers.

1 On the basis of setleclaration, it enables
anindividualto registeronthe portalfor up
to 400 different occupations.

1 The "Rajasthan Platform-based Gig
Workers (Registration and Welfare)
Bill," introduced by the Rajasthani
government in 2023 contains strict
regulations against unruly aggregatoy
including a ban on their ability to condug
business in the State.

1 Platform-led transformational and
outcomebased skilling is required, as is
the extensiorof socialsecuritymeasurefn
partnershipnodeasenvisionedn theCode
on Social Security 2020.

Additionally, social inclusion must be

strengthened through programs that ra

worker and family awareness of gend
issues and accessibility.

1 Social security measures:The study's
authors  suggested enhancing social
security for employees who use apps.

- It is necessary tamplement social
security measuressuch as paid sick
leave, health insurance, retireme
plans, and other emergency benefits.

91 Skilling: It is advised that in order tg
onboard skilled women and people with
disabilities, skill gaps be filled by
conducting assessments on a regular ba
andcollaboratingwith platformcompanies.
- To facilitate decisiormaking, it is also

advisedto make aggregatedata

—
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publicly available.
Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://www.gigeconomydata.org/bas
ics/what-gig-worker

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Gig workers

1. Gig workersarepeoplewho maketheir living
in ways other than the conventional empleyer
employee dynamic.

2. Currently, retailtradeandsalesemploymore
than 50% of gig workers in India.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: a
Explanation

Thegig economy is @ynamiceconomianodelin
which companies hire workers on a flexible part
time  basis instead @ of full-time;Gig
workersarepeoplewho maketheirlivingoutsideof
the conventional employ@mployee relationship;
they are independentontractorsor freelancers,
according tahe Codeon Social Security2020.In
general, their working hours are flexible and
customizable to suit individual preferences;
Currently,13lakh(17%)gig workersareemployed

in the transportation sector, and 27 lakh (35% of
gig workers) are involved in retail trade and sales.

Mains Model Questions

Q. In orderto protecttheirrights,gig workersneed

social security, fair wages, and legal protections
against problems like job insecurity and lack of

benefits. Analyse.

Key Demand of the question:

It is necessaryo upholdanddefendgig workers'
rights in order to write about the problems tf
encounter.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you m
dissect the topic into its constituent parts

providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Introduce the term "gig workers" and give
estimate of the number of gig workers in

Indian economy.

Body:

In thefirst, we discussedhow the gig economy's
ambiguity leads to the exploitation of d
workers.

Next, discuss the advantages of regulating
gig economy and the actions required
safeguard the legal rights of workers and g
them social protection.

Conclusion:
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Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 15" June, 2024

Topic: High levels of forced displacement:
UNHCR

Relevance:GSPaperli SocialJustice

Source:un.org

Context

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR)
released itsGlobal Trends report, which states
thatfrom the startof 2023to May 2024 arecord
120 million people were forcibly displaced
worldwide.

2014
59.2 million

forcibly displaced people

%1 4 2%

2024
120 million

forcibly displaced people

TEO YO Pt B 3 D

Important Results

i Displacement of RecordsBy May 2024,
there werel20 million people who had
been forcibly displaceil nearly 10%
more than in 2022 and roughly 1.5% of
the world's population.
1 Notable Data: 117.3 million peofe had
been forcibly relocated by thend 0f2023.
- By December 2023, ove6 million
peoplehad fled the fighting in Sudan.

- Over75% of Gaza'spopulation, or as
many as 1.7 million people, have been
forced to flee their homes.

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

- UndertheUNRWA mandate, thereare
about6 million Palestinian refugees
of whom 1.6 million are located in the
Gaza Strip.

6 MIIITON ozt vges e 1ot 30 comvgn

n

Global Distribution: In contrasto popular
belief, 75% of migrants and refugees
relocate to low- and middle-income
nations.

Applications for Asylum: In 2023, five
countries accounted for half of all nev
asylumapplicationdiled. TheUS received
the greatest numberof these applications
(2.2 million), followed by Germany

(329,100), Egypt, Spain, and Canada.
IWhere Do Most

<

Refugees Live?

Nurmber af celugess antd asylum saskers

by country
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Causes: Persecution, hostilities, violence,
violations of human rights, and disruptior|s
of publicorderaresomeof themaincauses.
Particularly, conflict continues to be &
major factor, with the Gaza War and the
current state of affairs in Sudan being
named as the main causes of displacemgnt.
Other Affected Regions: A substantial
number of displaced people have come
from Somalia, Haiti, Syria, Armenia,
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Myanmar, Afghanistan, Ukraine, and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

1 Impact of Climate Change: Extreme
weather events exacerbate the
vulnerabilities of displaced populations
and climaterelated hazards have a
significant impact on displacement trends.
Global Implications of Migration and
Displacement:

NegativeEffects

1 Humanitarian Crisis: Being displaced
frequently results in severesuffering,
fatalities, trauma, and the degradation of
fundamental human rights. Migrantsand
refugees are susceptible to discrimination,
exploitation, and abuse.

1 Economic Strain: It may be difficult for
host nations, particularly those with little
resources, to  provide  sufficient
infrastructure and services for a sizable
influx of immigrants. Social systems and
publicresourcesnaybestrainedasaresult.

1 SocialTension: In hostcommunitiesmass
migration can occasionally result in
xenophobia, discrimination, and social
tensions It can be difficult to integrate
newcomersit takescarefulpreparatiorand
resources.

1 Political instability: In both the countries
of origin and destination, migration and
displacementcanintensify political unrest
and conflicts.

Beneficial Consequences:

1 Economic Growth: By establishing
enterprises, paying taxes, and filling labor
shortages, immigrants can help theost
countries' economies grow.

1 Cultural Enrichment: Migration can
bring about diversity and cultural
interchange, which can infuse societies
with fresh viewpoints, customs, and ideas.

1 Transfer of Skills and Knowledge:
Migrants frequently bring with them

Agreementsand Plans

|l

PRAGNYRSACADEM

important skills and knowledge that can
help host nations in a variety of ways.

Balancein the Population: Migration may
occasionally assist in addressing issues
related toaging populations.

The 1951 RefugeeConvention is themain
body of international law pertaining to
refugees It defines what constitutes @
refugee, outlines their rights, and specifigs
how states are required to protect them.

THE 1951 REFUGEE CONVENTION

* In 1951, the Refugee
Convention was
adopted by the United
Nations

» Denmark was the first
country to ratify the
Convention in 1852
Since then a total of
145 countries, including
the UK, have made a
legal promise to
protect refugees.

TheGlobal Compacton Refugeeg GCR)
provides a framework for states to share
responsibility for responding to refuge
situations in a more predictable and
equitable manner.

A non-bindingagreementalledtheGlobal
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration (GCM) aims to enhance
collaboration on international migration.
The UN organization in charge of
defending and aiding refugees around the
globeis knownasUNHCR, or the United
Nations High  Commissioner  for
Refugees.

The UN organization known as the
International Organization for

Migration (IOM) counselsindassists
governments and migrants on matters
related to migration.

Way Forward

Preventing and Resolving Conflicts:To
avoid such crises in the future, it i
imperative toaddress the core causes of
displacement which include persecution
conflict, and violations of human rights.

D

v)
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1 Humanitarian Aid: In order to save lives
and lessen suffering, it is imperative to
provide displaced populations with
immediate food, shelter, medical care,
and protection.

1 Sustainable Development: By funding
developmeninitiativesin nationsof origin,
one can lessen the incentives for
migration by generatingjobs and raising
standards of living.

1 Legal Routes and Protection:Increasing
the number of legal migration routes, like
work permits and resettlementplans, can
offer safer and more organized substitutes
for unauthorizednigration.It's alsocritical
to strengthen the legal safeguards for
refugees and asylum seekers.

Also Read Topics & Concepts:
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/record
120-million -peopledisplacedglobally-un-
report-9390356/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements
1. The UNHCR, or United Nations High
Commissionefor Refugeesin orderto handlethe
refugee crisis brought on by World War |

2. The 1951 Refugee Convention defined the
parameters and legal framework for thgency's
operations, which at first were restricted to
Europeans who had been uprooted by the conflict.

Which of theabovestatementsreincorrect?

lonly

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

a0 op

Ans: a
Explanation

The UNHCR, or United Nations High
Commissionefor Refugeesin orderto handlethe
refugee crisis brought on by World War Il
UNHCR was established in 1950. Its mission is to
assistandsafeguardtatelessndividuals,refugees,

PRAGNYRSACADEM

andcommunitieghathavebeen forciblydisplaced
by the UN. It helps with their voluntary retur
home, assimilation into the community, qr
relocation to a third nation. The
1951 Refugee Convention defined the parameters
and legal framework for the agency's operatiops,
whichatfirst wererestrictedo Europeansvho had
beenuprootedoy theconflict. It alsoestablishethe
rights of those who are granted asylum as well
the definition of a refugee.

Mains Model Questions

—

as

Q. People must not be sent back to nations where
they would be persecuted or have serious human
rights violations committed against theBiscuss
about the statement in terms of refugee ethics.

Key Demand of the question:

To write aboutthe humanrightsviolations
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have tp
provideargumentdgor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write abriefintroductiondiscussingherecent
refugee crisis.

Discussaboutthe morality of refugeesandthe
proper way to handle them.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 15" June, 2024

Topi c: W @iRak Hunsh vehicle

Relevance.GSPaper3i Science& Technology
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Source: TheHindu

ISRO all set for third rensable launch vehicle
landing experiment

Context

As part of theReusable Launch Vehicle (RLV)
Program, the Indian Space
Organization (ISRO) recentlyannouncedhatit is
prepared to condudhe third and final RLV
Landing Experiment (RLV LEX).

About the Reusable Launch Vehicle Landing

Experiment (RLV LEX) program

1 The Reusable Launch Vehicle Landing

Experiment (RLV LEX) program of

ISRO aims to safely land an unmanned

wingedprototypeknownasPushpakunder

a variety of conditions by raising it to a

predetermined height.

1 RLV-TD combines the intricacy dboth
launch vehicles and aircraft into a
configuration akin to that of an aircraft.

1 ThewingedRLV-TD is setupto serveasa
flying test bed for
technologies,

flight.

1 This vehicle intends to be expanded in the
stage

future to become thk i r st
reusabletwo-stageorbital launch vehicle.
ReusableLaunch Vehicle (RLV) Technology

including the ISRO, the United Launch
Alliance (ULA), the European Space Agency
(ESA), andthe JapanAerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) are investigating it.

Research

Worldwide Exhibition

1 NASA: Space shuttles have beern
reusable spacecraft for a very long time

having completed numerous hum
spaceflight missions.

1 SpaceX: Since 2017, therivate space
launch services provider SpaceX ha

demonstrated partially reusable launch

systems with itdralcon 9 and Falcon
Heavy rockets, reviving theusecasefor

a number of
including powered cruise
flight, autonomousanding,andhypersonic

- A number of nations and organizations,

reusable space launch vehicles
Additionally, SpaceX is developing
Starship, a fully reusable launch vehicle
system.
"WHAT THE FUTURE
TR T
The last and third RLV LEX

- An IAF Chinook helicopter will lift the
unmannedavingedprototype calledPushpak to
a height of 4.5 km and 500 meters, then rel¢
it to one side of the runway.
a. Successful completion of theEX-01 and
LEX-02 occurred in early 2023 and 203

respectively. Its goal is to investigate wayg t
lower the impact load by reducing the sink rate

or the rate of descent. Additionallyre@al-time
kinematics (RTK) package will be included.

Compared to the second mission, which had tk
Qahne Altfuble' bAt%aS15@eter lateral distange

from the runway, this one is more difficulit.

Managing the tailwind conditions before the

ar

4,

upcoming mission is another challenge.
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Importance of the Trial

T

It represented a critical turning point in
ISRO's quest for affordable space access.
The landing experiment wasuccessfully
completed,provingthatISRO cancreatea
reusable launch vehicle

This will likely result in amajor decrease
in the costof sendingsatellitesinto orbit.

An example of ISRO's dedication to
innovationandtechnologicaprogresss the
RLV-TD programme. The successful
conclusion of this landing experiment
brings ISRO oneatepcloserto realizing its
goalof creatingalaunchvehiclethatis fully
reusable.

ISRO intends to move forward with the
next phase of testing under the RID
Programme following the successful
completion of the RLMLEX series. This
will involve an unmannedOrbital Re-
entry Vehicle (ORV) that is 1.6 times
larger than thé'Pushpak"” used in the
LEX missions.

The ORV will be launched by modified
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (GSLV) into an orbit 400
kilometers around the planet. Also
Read Topics & Concepts:

https://www.isro.gov.in/Reusable launch vehic

le autonomous landing mission.html

Prelims Practice Questions

PRAGNYRSACADEM

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV)
1. The configuration of an RLV combines th
intricacyof bothlaunchvehiclesandaircraft,andit
is identical to that of an aircraft.

2. Thespacecrafhasalow ratio of lift to drag.

Which of the above statements are correct?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: C

Explanation

The complexity of launch vehicles and aircraft are

combined in the same configuration of an RL

which is similar to that of an aircraft. Thi$

spacecrafhasalow lift to dragratio, which means
that it must approach at high glide angles and Ig
at 350 kmph or higher.
Mains Model Questions

Q. The GSLV's reputation was transformed frgm

that ofa "naughty boy" to that of disciplinedand
dependable launch vehicle by ISRO through
combination of technological advancement
stringent testing, and successful launclidscuss
about how GSLYV technology has developed.

Key Demand of the question:

To write a pieceabout GSLV technology's
development.

Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and careful
considering each one of them. You have t
provideargumentdgor andagainsteachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write first aboutthemajorproblemsandearly
developments of GSLV technology.

D

/,

D
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a
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Next, describehesignificantenhancementhat 1 Stoppingthe GazaWar: TheMiddle East,

ISRO made to GSLV and the accomplishments andspecificallythe Gazaconflict, will bea
that resulted from it. focus of the G7. A proposal for an instant
Write aboutthesignificanceof theabovenext. ceasefire betweetsrael and Hamas has

It has improved ISRO's capabilities and been put forth by the US President.

elevated India's profile in the international 1 ltaly is in favor of Europe aiding in the
space community. reduction of unauthorized migration from

Conclusion: Africa. Large-scale investments in

Concludewith away forward. African  energy, development, and
Article: 15" June,2024 infrastructure are planned under the Matiei
Topic: 50" G7 Summit plz?ln. .

1 Climate change:Althoughcurrentpolicies

Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationaRelations indicateonly a19i 33 percentreduction in

emissionss likely, the G7 aims for 40i
42 percent reduction by 2030 It will
gy investigate fresh approaches to achievipg
GrUrslnetonm climate goals.
e ‘ 1 The G7 countries have pledged to suppprt
tangible infrastructure projects like thge
Partnership for Global Infrastructure
and Investment (PGII) and thelIndia-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor

(IMEC).

Context o Yt ecidport oo A e o

Source: Timesof India

® POE s & “velibmi-Stivan, Mghanpect, s tnunspenent nimasruciues sarbetg o
rael e entemous intinsiructoe neods of low and middle-income couniries

ﬂ In Pug“a’ |ta|y1 Prime Minister Narendra * And oot Te United Stalos and its afes ecanomic and national security

interests
Modi was present at th@7 Summit. * :;;.:d:?:x;.";‘;.', °’.:":,i".,:7:~:°°.::::°"“:,";¢z“::,,.;m,:-

* US President ancounced the counttry s plecge 19 cherned 200 billlon USD in
gvm public Sinancing, snd private capliel aver ihe next five yosrs for the

ran-Middla East uis s IMEC)

bon S S
B TE sERRLY

Al-Haditha LSS
A ¢ 4

aradh
RN S L)

Jabel Ali
we

NGhu::ai!u
e Searoute — Rail route
1 The Indo-Pacific region is crucial to the
G7: As the only G7 country situated in the
Indo-Pacific, Japan finds great strategic
importance in the area.
What is the G7 Summit?
1 A 1973 conferencébetweencentral bank
governorsand finance ministers gaverise
to the G7.

1 War in Ukraine: In order to provide
Ukrainewith extrafundingby theendof the
year, theG7 will initiate Extraordinary
Revenue Acceleration (ERA) Loans for
Ukraine, with the goal of meeting the
country's needs both now and in the future
as itdefends itself against Russia.

164



15" June 2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

Major economic
including theoll crisis, growing inflation,
and the collapse of the Bretton Woods
System.

The inaugural Heads of State and
Government Summit took place in
Rambouillet, France, in 1975.

Members include theEuropean Union,
Canada,Japan, Italy, France,the United
States, and the United Kingdom.
TheG7wasformedwith two goalsin mind:

issues at the time,

first, to handle member crises and resolve

differences in theareas of politics,
economy, and security.

liberal and democratic Western
economic modein the world economy.
Neither a formal constitution nor fixed
headquarters exists for the G7. Leaders
makenon-binding decisionsattheiryearly

G7 in numbers

T mamer e

Timeline

1 The European Union started going in
1977, and Canadajoined the group in
1976.
The G-8 wasreferredto asthe"G -7" for a
number of yearsfollowing Russia'sentry
into the original seven in 1997.
After Russiawaskicked out of thegroupin
2014 for annexing th€rimean region of
Ukraine, thegroupwasrenamedthe G-7.
Why was India invited

)l

)l

Secondly, to uphold the dominance of the

PRAGNYMWSACADEM

India hasa GDP of $3.94trillion , whichis
more than theombined GDP of four G7
countries.

India is essential to thdndo-Pacific
region's effort to challenge Chinese
hegemony.

To what extentisit still relevant today?

1 Just five countried the US, Germany,
Japan, UK, and Francé are among the
top seven global economies, wihina
and India surpassing Italy and Canada
The G7 accounts for abou47% of the
world's GDP.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

l

https://www.hindustantimes.com/world
news/qg/summit-key-takeawaystop-world -
economiesnarendra-modi-discussion
101718411569879.html

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegardingG7
Summit

1. It is amilitary forum thatis intergovernmental.
2. Every G7 nation is a part of the G20.
3. There is no treaty guiding the G7.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only
2and3
1 and2
1,23

oo op

Ans: b

Explanation

G7 is a political forum that is intergovernmentgl.

EveryG7 nationis a partof the G20.The G7 lacks

a permanent secretariat and office, and
foundation is not a treaty.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Write about the importance of India

involvement with the G7 alliancdiscussabout
India's challenges and the main areas
cooperation.

its

S

of
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Key Demandof the question:
To write aboutthe G7 alliance.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have| to
providearguments for and against each position
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin with thecontext.

Body:

Write aboutthe G7 nations.
Mentiontheimportanceof India'sinvolvement
with the G7 alliance.

Write aboutindia'schallengesndthemainareas
of cooperation.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 15" June, 2024

Topic: Traditional Medicine Research
Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Health
Source:PIB

R

ates CCRAS-NIIMH, Hydsrabad as Co

Tradilional Medcin

Context

The National Institute of Indian Medical
Heritage in Hyderabad has been named a WHO
Collaborating Center for "Fundamental and
Literary Research in Traditional Medicine" by

PRAGNYRSACADEM

the World Health Organization (WHO) as of
late.
About Indian Traditional Medicine
1 Traditional Indian medicine, comprising
Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha, Homeopathy, and Sowa Rigpa
has a rich history in India.

1 Yogaand Ayurvedic practicesarepopular
throughout the nation.

1 The states oKerala and Tamil Nadu are
the main adopters of the Siddha system.

1 The SowaRigpa systemis primarily used
in the Himalayan regions ofSikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling, Lahaul,
and Spiti, as well as in LekhLadakh.

1 The national healthcare system now

includes these systems along with
formalized research and education
councils.

1 "Knowledge, skills and practises

indigenousanddifferentcultureshaveused
over time to maintain health and prever
diagnose and treat physical and menial

~+

illness” is how the World Health
Organization defines traditional
medicine.

AssociatedWork by WHO

1 In order to fully utilize their potential
through contemporary science and
technology it founded theWwHO Global
Centrefor Traditional Medicinein India.

1 WHO Collaborating Center: There are
roughly 58 WHO Collaborating Centers i
India, covering a rangef biomedicine and
related sciences specialties.
- After the Institute for Teaching &

—
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Research in Ayurveda, Jamnagar, and
the Morarji Desai National Institute of
Yoga (MDNIY), New Delhi, the National
Institute of Indian Medical Heritage
(NIIMH), Hyderabad, is the thirdWHO
Collaborating Center in the field of
Traditional Medicine.

Ny - W

AAL INSTITUTE OF INDIAN MciiCAL RERTTAGE

(C.C.RAS) MINISTRY OF AYUSH, GOVY. OF MO
GADDIANNARAM, HYDERABAD - $00034

= L —af

The actions taken byindia

- <
A
R

b

1 To support holistic health and welt
being, India established distinctMinistry
of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga &
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and
Homoeopathy).

- Its goalisto provide the public with safe,
effective, and highquality medicinesby
supervising  the expansion  and
advancement of homoeopathy and
traditionalindianmedicine.

1 Digital Projectsand Gateways
- AMAR Portal: Offersdigitizedcontent
and a catalog of Ayush manuscripts.
- Medico-historical artifacts are
displayed on th&AHI Portal.
- Ayush's e-Booksareelectroniccopiesof
traditional textbooks.
- Hospital morbidity dataareavailable
on theNAMASTE Portal.
- Indexes published Ayush research
articlesthroughtheAyush Research
Portal.

1 Publicationsand Collections

- Manuscripts and Library: More than
five hundredangiblemanuscriptandrare
books from thdifteenth century.

PRAGNYRSACADEM

- Journal: Publisheshelndian Medical
Heritage Journal.
Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://krishijagran.com/news/niimh-
hyderabad-designatedas-who-collaborating-
centre-for -traditional -medicine-research/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
NAMASTE Portal.

1. By allowing entry without a visa for certain
nationstheprogramseekgo increasdourismin
Indian cities.

2. All townsandcitiesthathavealreadyreceived
notification under the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) will be subject to the scheme's
implementation.

Which of the abovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

aoop

Ans: b
Explanation

The National Action Plan for Mechanized
Sanitation Ecosystem is referred to as
NAMASTE. Theprogramseekdo accomplisithe
following goals: all sewer and septic tank
sanitation workers will have access to alternative
sources of income; zero fatalities in sanitation
work in India; and no sanitation workers will
come into direct contact with human waste.
500 cities and townships have already been
informedthattheprogranwill beimplemented
between 2022 and 2026 as part of the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT).

Mains Model Questions

Q. Naturalproductusagehaslong beenacommon
practicein societiesall over the world for the
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treatment of human ailment€omment in the
context of the Indian AYUSH system's
development.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthebeginningsandevolutionof
India's traditional medical systems.
Directive:

Comment: In this section, we must share w
we knowandcomprehen@bouttheproblemand
formulate a general opinion.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by briefly discussingthe availability of
AYUSH medications in India.

Body:

Write first about the historical background of
traditionalmedicinein theancienandmedieval
periods. Its expansion and advancement
throughout time.

Write next about these systems' continued
relevanceandthe needto advancehemin
today'sworld. actionsmadein this context.
Conclusion:

Finally, provide a summary of the overal
economic importance of AYUSH.
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Article: 16" June, 2024

Topic: Informal sector enterprises faced major
setback

Relevance:GSPaper31 Economy

Source:BusinessS oday

Context

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
reports thatIndia's sizable nonagricultural
informal sector, which was severely impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic's second wavehas
gradually recovered.

About the Informal Sector in India

T

It is vital to the nation's economy,
supporting  millions of  people's
livelihoods, and making a sizable GDP
contribution.

An enormous number of theocially and
economicallydisadvantagedsegmentsof
the population are concentrated in the
informal economy, which is characterized
by its adaptability, flexibility, and capacity
to employ a sizable workforce.

In India, over half of the GDP is produced
by the nearly85% of the workforce that
works informally.

Small-scale manufacturing to services
like housework and construction, the
industry makes aignificant contribution

to the country's GDP and acts as a safety
net for many households.

T

The great majority ofnon-agricultural
jobs in India arein the informal sector.

Recovery:

1

After sufferingduringthe secondCOVID -
19 wave India's informal noragricultural
sector recovered, with 6% more
businesses and 8% more workerby the
second half of 20232023.

Financial Improvement: Comparedo the
fiscal year 202012022, there was 8.83%
increasein GrossValue Added (GVA) at
currentpricesfrom October2022to March
2023.

Significant Job Creation: Between
October2022andMarch 2023,therewasa
discernible rise in employment and
informal businesses  with the
manufacturing and other service sectd
leading the job growth.

There were roughly65 million of these
businessesin 2022 2023 that employed
about110 million peopleand contributing
significantly to the GVA of the nation.
Releasdrom the Statistics Ministry: The
survey data highlights the unaccounted
non-farm  sector's contribution to
economic value and job creatiorand is a
valuable addition to national accour
statistics.

Problems with the Informal Sector's Lack of

T

Contract and Social Security

Benefits According to NSSO data

approximately 75% of these jobs aie

informal, and 80% of workers don't have
written contract. Additionally, 72% don"
receivesocial security benefits.
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1 Informal laborers frequently deal with
unstable working conditions and are
susceptibléo economic shocks, which can

have a negative impact on their general

well-being and means of subsistence.

1 Tax Evasion: Since the businesses in the
informal economy are not subject to direct
regulation, they usuallyevade paying
taxes by hiding their incomeand outof-
pocket expenses from the government.

1 Absence of official Data for Policy
Making: The government finds it
challenging to create policies that will
impact the informal sector specifically

and the economy overall because there are

no official statistics that accurately depict
the current state of the economy.
Government Initiatives and
Interventions
1 Various policies and initiatives have been

Policy

introduced by successive governments in

recognition of the significance of the
informal sector, with thgoal of fostering
its expansion and integration into the
formal economy.

9 Initiatives like the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) and the
Skill India Mission aim to improve the
productivity and skill sets of informal

laborers in order to increase their earning

potential and improve their socioeconomic

standing.
NRLM

e b e beeeans

\\ 8438 .,
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1 Furthermore, financial inclusion initiatives
like the Jan Dhan Yojana have made it
easier for people who work in the
unorganized sector of the economy to
access banking services arfdradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

provided relief to vulnerable sections,
offering a safety net during

PRADHAN MANTRI! [
GARIB KALYAN
YOJANA

Insurance scheme for Health Workers

In:um 0o cover of 50 lakh for B0 days i
2 ek putiic healthocang providars & conmumunity

he .ll"! WOkers

> Inaurance achame will sino includs accidental
loas of life on socount of contracting COVID-18

Insurance pravided under thus schame wodld be
Ovar andd kbove vy Oiher Nesurance covel bang
availed af by the banaficiary

On account of the unprecedonted situstion
private hospital staft! retired/voluntesciocal urban
bogles/contract/dally wage/ ad-hoc/outsourced stall
regusitioned by hospitals can also ba drafted for
COVID-19 related responsibilities

Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID
=2025340

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana

1. Giving away free food grains to
underprivileged and migrants is a component
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

2. The National Food Security Act (NFSA
providesfreefood grainto all beneficiariesupto a
monthly maximum of 2.5 kg per person.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

a. lonly
b. 2only
c. Bothland2

Ans: a

Explanation

the

=d

g

14

of
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As part of Atmanirbhar Bharat, PMGKAY gives
impoverishegeopleandmigrantsfreefoodgrains.
For every family with a ration card, PMGKAY
provides 1 kg of dal and 5 kg of rice or wheat per

Source:IndianExpress

Launch of Rs 2800 crore Digital Agri
Mission part of govt's agenda for first 100
days

person.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Ensuringthe welfareof workersin theinformal
sector is essential to developing a fairer and more

inclusive labor market in Indig&Examine.

Key Demandof the question: Context
To examine India’s informal economy, /1S i Agriculture Mission worth Rs 2,800
significance, and the steps that must be taken to . . .
; dit K crore will be unveiled by the Union government.
E)?rsgtlijvaer' 115 WOTKers. About the Mission
o . .\ N 1 The Digital Agriculture Mission will
ExamineWhengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we . . .
. facilitate the establishment of a nationgl
are expected to thoroughly research the topic . .
N : . farmers registry, a crop sown registry, and
(content words), examine it, investigate it, and . .
. : : village map georeferencing.
determine the important details and problems . )

. . : 1 The mission has been givenbadgetary
surrounding it. We should discuss the ) L
S . allocation of Rs 28,00crore, andit will be
implications of these facts and issues as well as imolemented over the course of tHe
why they are significant while doing this. P . . .

Structure of the answer- following two years, or unti025 2026.
Introduction: ' 1 The mission was originally scheduled to
Beginwith the context launch in 2021 2022 but the Coviell9
Body: ' outbreak prevented a nationwide rollout.
Write first aboutthesignificanceof the Components. . .
unorganized sector 1 Establishing afarmers' registry, where
Write about the different problems in the e;ic:farmelrwnl recelveaunique ID, Isone
unorganized sector after that. Write on the oft e_goa s _
effectsof theaforementionegroblems Provide T Aregistry of crops sownis anothegoalof
evidence in the form of figures and examples. the mission. _ _
Next, discuss the steps that are required to T Crops sownby the farmer onhislandwill
resolve the issues raised earlier. be recorded in this.
Conclusion: 1 It will facilitate more accurate crop
Concludewith away forward. production estimation and planning.
Advancement
Article: 16" June, 2024 1 Six district® Farrukhabad in Uttar
Pradesh Beed in Maharashtra
Topic: Digital Agri Mission ! : . ’
opic: Digital Ag SsI0 Gandhinagar in Gujarat, Fatehgarh

Relevance:GSPaper31 Agriculture

Sahib in Punjab, and Virudhunagar in
Tamil Nadud are involved in the pilot
project.
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1 The creation of farmer IDs has already

begun in Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh.

New valueaddedservices catbe launched
thanksto thespeciafarmerID, andfarmers
can use it to apply for a number of
government programs, such as fKidan

and Fasal Bima Yojana.

Importance

)l

)l

Digital technology adoption can benefit
India's agriculture sector by boosting

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

connectivity that Al solutions require for
precision farming.

Lastly, the solution architecture must tak
into account
farmer data and security measures
regarding who can access personal data.

Additional relevant actions

output, lowering waste, boosting exports,

raisingfarmerincomesandenhancingood
and nutrition security.

In addition,thiswill supporttheagriculture
industry's overalsustainable growth and
environmental protection.

Farmers will be able tadentify crop
irregularities, forecast the weather,
assesshe quality of their soil, andprovide

necessary solutions with the help of

artificial intelligence (Al).
As a result, The Digital Agriculture

Mission seeks to support and expedite

initiatives utilizing
technologies such
artificial intelligence,
and remote sensing.

cutting -edge
as blockchain,
robotics, drones,

Obstacles
The absence of a centralized repository
for agriculturaldatapresentdlifficulties for
businesses and startups creating artificial
intelligence (Al) solutions.
The majority of Indian farmers cannot
afford the sensors,mechanization, and

9 The National

1 Al programs supporting agriculture an

Kisan e-Mitra, an Al -powered chatbot
that helps people with théM Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme have also been
introduced by the Union government.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

"‘""""""’"WM’!!‘"

p QSW

the National Pest
identify

Al is used by
Surveillance  System to

agricultural problems, allowing for prompg

intervention for healthier crops.

Mechanization of agriculture: A total of

Rs6405.55crorehasbeensetasidefor this

purpose between December 2023 a

2014 15.

- To date, Rs 141.41 crores have be
released from Sub-Mission on
Agricultural Mechanization

(SMAM) funds to promote Kisan
drones.

Sub-Mission on Agricultural

—

Mechanisation

* Launched in 2014.15 under

+ Hoost mechandsation in agriculture sector & offset adverse
economies of scale.

* Ensure performance testing, certification of agricuttural
machines, boost farmers’ Income & agricultural ecanamy's
growth & spread awanoness.

e-Governance Plan in
Agriculture (NeGPA) seeksto fasttrack

privacy concerns about

e

2

D
>
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India's  development by utilizing
information and communication
technology (ICT) to give farmers timely
access to information about agriculture.
Theestablishmenf thee-NAM (National
Agriculture Market) digital platform in
2016 has made it easier to integrate
Agriculture Produce Marketing
Committees (APMC) mandis and has
given farmers, farmerproducer
organizationgFPOs) buyers,andtradersa
number of advantages.

AGRICULTURE

Conclusion andWay Forward

1 In India, digital agriculture holds great
promise for resolving a host of current
issues that farmers face in orden¢alize
value and maintain competitivenessin
both domestic and international markets.
Enablers in théorm of laws and policies
as well as large-scale publicprivate
partnerships will be necessary for its
success.
Establishing arAl -ready ecosystemwith
strong datsharing mechanisms, ethical
frameworks, and efficient risk
management proceduresis necessary to
realize the potential of Al.

federal government and several state

governments have taken, along with the

booming growth of agri-startups in the

country, India is on the right path to

transforming its agricultural sector and

providing accelerated value to all farmers.
Also ReadTopics & Concepts

Considering the recent course that the

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID
=1813681

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Consider the following statements regardi
National Agriculture Market

1. It is an electronid¢rading portal that spans all o
India, connecting the current APMC mandis
form a single, national agricultural commoditie
market.

2. Thee-NAM networkis integratedwith all states
and a few Union territories.
3. The main organization in charge of carrying
outis the SmallFarmersAgribusinesgConsortium
(SFAC).

Which of theabovestatementgarecorrect?

it

1and3
2 only
1land2
1,2,3

oo opw

Ans: a
Explanation

A single national market for agricultural
commoditiess createdoy connectinghecurrent
APMC mandis through the National Agriculture
Market (eNAM), a paxindian electronic trading
portal.

Under the direction of the Indian government's
Ministry of AgricultureandFarmersWelfare,the
Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC
is the main organization responsible for
implementing eNAM.

Thee-NAM networkcurrentlyincludesl,000
markets spread across 21 states and 3 union
territories (UTs).

Mains Model Questions

Q. ThePradharMantri Kisan SammarNidhi (PM-
KISAN) is a step in the right direction toward
enhancingarmersfinancialstability. To guarantee

[92)

that it continues to be effective in meeting the

various needs of farmers throughout the nation
is imperativethatit be continuouslyevaluatedand
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adjustedin responseo feedbackand shifting
agricultural dynamicsAnalyse.

Key Demandof the question:

To assess PM-Kisan's effectiveness in
accomplishing its declared goals.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you must
dissect the topic into its constituent parts and
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by outlining PM Kisan's goals and
objectives.

Body:

First briefly discusghedifferent aspectsf PM-
Kisan.

Next, discuss how much it has helped farmers
obtain liquidity availability and access to cgsh
during difficult times.
Next, discuss the different restrictions, such as
the necessity for documentation, late
disbursement, and exclusion errors.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 16" June, 2024

Topic: Ozonedepleting HCFCs
Relevance:GSPaper3i Environment

Source:Down to Earth

Context

Reduced HCFC Emissions:The study notes an
early decline in HCFC emissions, indicating
advancementis themitigation of climate change
and the restoration of the ozone layer.
Impact of the Montreal Protocol: Thedecrease

HCFC levels demonstrates how successful
Protocol is in lowering ozonedepleting
T

Why are HCFCs important and what do they
mean?

Chemicals known adydrochlorofluorocarbons
(HCFCs) are substituted temporarily fo

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) in air conditioning
and refrigeration systems HCFCs are strong
greenhousgaseshatcontributeto ozonedepletion

he

even though they are less harmful to the ozgne

layer than CFCs.

What effects have HCFCs had on
Environment?

Chlorine, an ingredient in HCFCs, weakens t

the

ne

ozone layer, albeit less than in CFCs. Despite

having aglobal warming potential 1,910 times
greater than that of carbon dioxide the most
widely used HCFC, HCFC-22, is still in the
atmosphere for a shorter period.

What Is the Montreal Protocol and how does it
help  with the HCFC PhaseOut?
Adopted in 1987, the Montreal Protocol is a
global agreement designed to minimize the
emissiorof substancethatdepleteheozonelayer.
It wassuccessfullynodifiedto phaseout CFCsand
now also includes HCFCs. The protocol aims
phase out HCFC production mostly by 2030
with somesmall amountsallowed through 2040.

New Stronger Montreal Protocol Controls
Moduce Developng Courty MCPC Biresments sboot 38 Perceet

[to
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF MONTREAL PROTOCOL

What Recentchangeshavebeenmadeto the
HCFC PhaseOut?

Accordingto recentstudiestheamountof HCFCs
in the atmosphere has been declining since
20216 the first decline since measurements
started in thdate 1970sThis development
indicates the efficacy of thidontreal Protocol
and marks a criticdalrning point in the ozone
layer's recovery.

What Obstaclesremain in the way of the
PhaseOut Process?

Notwithstanding the general decrease, certain
HCFCs are still being used illicitly, and
production loopholesare causingsomeCFCs
and HCFCs to continue rising These
compounds are frequently released during the
production of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCg),
powerful greenhousegas,or fluoropolymers.
What are the prospects of the Ozone Layer
Recovery in the future?

There is hope for the ozone layer's ongoing
recovery due to the decrease in HCFC levels.
Thereis hopethatinternational agreementsand
cooperationcan further combat climate change
and restore the ozone layer to its original state as
policies to phase down HFCs take effect.
Conclusion

Restoringhe ozonelayerwill benefitfrom the

drop in HCFC levels Sustainedendeavorsand
global cooperationare imperative to guarantee

the enduring prosperity of theseecological
programs.

Also Read Topics &
Conceptshttps://weather.com/en
IN/india/climate -change/news/20206-15-
ozonedepleting-hcfc-levelsdrop-5-years
earlier-than-expected

Prelims Practice Questions
Q. Consider thdollowing

1. Methyl bromide

2.Halons

3. lodine

4. Chlorofluorocarbon$CFCs)
5. Carbontetrachloride

Which of the above are responsiblefor the
depletion of Ozone layer?

12,4
2,3,45
1,45
1,2,3,45

oo ow

Ans: d
Explanation

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs),
hydrochlorofluorocarbon@1CFCs) hydrobromo
Fluro carbons (HBFCs), halons, methyl bromide
carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform, and
halons are among the substances that deplete t
ozone layer.

Scientists have discovered that iodine is
contributingto theozoneholein theArctic.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Because of its widespread support, quick
implementationandeffectivereductionof ozone
depleting substances, the Montreal Protocol is
hailedasthemostsuccessfuinternationaklimate
agreementExamine thecauses oits successand
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thelessonst canteachotheragreements
pertaining to the environment.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the factors that contribute to tk
success of the Montreal Protocol.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, &
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss t
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Write aboutthe Vienna Conventionand the
Montreal Protocol that followed

Body:

Write the factors that make the Montre
Protocol the most successful global clim
agreement in the first section, including {
negotiations, funding, widespread ratificati
precise wording, creative replacements,
Next, describe the performance, including
Hydrochlorofluorocarbons Phase d
Management Plan (HPMP), the Ratification
theKigali Amendmento the MontrealProtocol,

Write about the lessons it has taught for ot
agreements pertaining to the environment 3
that.

Conclusion:

and the Phasaeut of Chlorofluorocarbons.

Source:IndianExpress

Drying up: What Urban India needs to fix
its water problem

ne

Dpic
ind
ms
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he
DN,
etc.
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Concludewith away forward.

Article: 16" June, 2024

Topic: What Urban India needs to fic its wate
problem

Relevance:GSPaper31 Infrastructure

r

EXPRESSOVIEW

Context

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

1 It hasrecentlybeemotedthatthesummers
have becomenore brutal in a number of
regionsof the nation due to decreased
river flows and declining water tables.
About India's Water Crisis

1 The water crisis in India is eomplicated
problem with manyunderlyingcausesThe
demand for water isrising due to
industrialization, rapid urbanization,
and unsustainable farming methods.

1 Water sources are impacted and
unpredictable rainfall patterns are
broughton by climatechangewhich makes
the situation worse.

The stateof India's water crisis

1 High Water Stress: India is one of the
most water stressed countries in the wor
with roughly 18% of the world's
population living therebutonly 4% of the
world's water resources (NITI Aayog
Report).

R g
India's Water . .
Crisis:
THE BIG :

PICTURE o

Ve A"

\ 18% ) | S ]

N . ,

doom Aseam
= -

1 Low per capita water availability: 1367
cubic meters is estimated to be the avera
per capitawater availability for 2031. In
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2021,theannualfreshwatemavailability per

capita was below the threshold of the

Falkenmark Water Stress Indicator.

India's  industry, population, and

agriculture all depend on groundwater. A

key irrigation resource that is essential to

food security is groundwater.

- About thirty percent of the
freshwater in India is kept
undergroundasgroundwaterprimarily
in aquifers, which are sedimentary and
rock formations that are permeable.

- Groundwater is an essential resource,
supporting over60% of irrigated
agriculture and 85% of drinking
water supplies.

- Groundwater is the main supply of
drinking water in rural areas, obtained
through boreholes and community
wells.

- It is essentiato industry, especiallyin
areaswith limited surfacewater.

Unequal Distribution: Water stress is

made worse in  many areas by

unpredictable rainfall patterns, which
are essential for the monsoon season.

Restricted Access: Millions of people

struggle to afford clean water oely on

contaminated sources for their safe
drinking water.

Growing disparity between water

availability and demand: The overall

water demand scenario is being severely
impacted by the fast-paced

and urbanization.

industrialization
WATER-STRESSED AREAS

Trickie~down
numbers
Wiy demand & suppdy

The Water Crisis's Fundamental Causes

T

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

Theoveruseof groundwater, insufficient
rainwater collection, and poor resource
managementare some of the main causes
of India's water crisis. Water availability
and quality are lowered as a result
pollution of water bodies and ineffective
agricultural irrigation techniques .
Growing Need and Overuse: The
increasing urbanization and populatign
growth place tremendous strain on watger
resources. Aquifers are exhausted mg
quickly than they can be restored when
excessive groundwater is extracted fpr
industrial and agricultural purposes.
Pollution and Inadequate
Infrastructure:  Surface water sources$
become contaminated by agricultural
runoff andindustrialwaste renderingthem
unfit for human consumption. Wate
supplies ardurtherstrained dueo leaks in
pipes and canals that waste valuatseer.
Thirty percent,or 19,720,0f rural Indian
householdsreceived water that containegl
iron, according to the WHO (Lok Sabh
2017). In 21 percent of these household
thesourceof theirdrinking watercontained
arsenic.

It is well known that combining iron with|
drinking water canhaemorrhage the
respiratory system.

Climate Change: The monsoons are
disruptedandwaterscarcityis madeworse
by unpredictable weather patterns.

Data Gaps and Emergency Reactions:
Uncertainty in the data regardinger
capita water availability causes reactive
measures to be taken during shortag
Initiatives for recycling, reuse, and
conservationof water shouldbegiventop
priority by the government.

-

}%)

Ineffective Plans and Insufficient
Coordination: There is very little
cooperation between departments
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handling water resources and existing

watersharing arrangements fail during
shortages.
Rainwater harvesting plans are not

effectively implemented.

Strategiesto Addressindia's Water Scarcity

)l

Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA): Its goal is to
enhance groundwater conditionswater-
stressedblocksin 256districts, aswell as
water availability.
JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN

Campugs wit cover bath Reeal 200 Urkan Arzer

L)

2 & Wasexshond :‘

The goal ofJal Jeevan Mission (JJM)is
to install tap connections so thawvery
rural household has access to drinkable
water.

- SDGtarget 6.1, which aimsto provide
everyonewith equitable accesdo safe
and reasonably priced drinking
water by 2030,is addressed by the
mission.

TARGET 6

AEFORDARLE

NEING WATES

Mission of Water the Nation (NWM):
NWM was created as part of tiwational
Action Plan on Climate Changeand is
dedicatedto managing and conserving

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

national

water as a

resource.

The goals of théAtal Bhujal Yojna and
Mission Amrit Sarovar are to build water
bodies and encourage the collection
rainwater.

The PMKSY, or Pradhan Mantri Krishi
SinchayeeYojana, launchedin 2015 it is
a centrally sponsored program, or co
program. The centestate share will be
distributed 75:25 (90:10 in hilly ang

ova
Sarmarrare

The Accelerated Irrigation Benefit

Programme (AIBP) seeks to save watef

andincreaseefficiencyby offering Central
Loan Assistance (CLA) to major and

mediumsized irrigation projects that ar¢

nearing completion and have the potent
to reach their goals.

Groundwater aquifers havebeenmapped
and managemenplans havebeencreated

e
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for 80% of the nation under theNational

Aquifer Mapping and Management
Programme (NAQUIM).

)
National Aquifer Mapping and

Water Use Efficiency

of
(BWUE): It will serve as a catalyst for the

{ Bureau

advancement of increasing watarse
efficiency in a number of industries,
including drinking watersupply,irrigation,

power generation, industries, etc., in the

country.
Way Forward

1 A coordinated and expeditious response
is required to the water crisis. India can
lesserthesituationandguaranteea future
free of water scarcity by implementing

sustainable practices, encouraging water

conservation, and making infrastructure
investments.

1 Long-Term Water Policy Needed: The
government has prioritized tap water

connections over the health of aquifers.

Addressing water scarcity and averting
disputesrequire a comprehensive policy.
1 Initiatives for Agricultural Water
Management: Sahi FasalCampaignand
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana are two programs that encourage
effective use of water in agriculture;
however more extensive demaneide

PRAGNYMRSACADEM®

managementis required

Sahi Fasal Campaign k¢
Lawnched 0 20 by tre
Wamoned Wanet Mivkon,
Mavstry of Jal Shaet

Olws tve ENCOANIQN
arTnans 1 wanee- STressesd
A0 10 (FUw eas waler
mansve, scocorecally
mrmuneretve, end >
srrmonmantaly friendly y
cope.

ISernotes swarerms b

g==-
R s e -

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:
https://jalleevanmission.gov.in/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considethefollowing statements
regarding Sahi Fasal Campaign

1. It encouragefarmersto choosevater
efficient agricultural crops.

2. TheMinistry of Agriculturewill initiate
the campaign.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans: a
Explanation

The National Water Mission initiated
campaign. As a component of demasie
management, it encourages farmers to cho
waterefficientcropsandto usewaterin agriculture
more effectively.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Discussabout the short medium, and long

the

174

DSe

term measures required to avert the impending

watercrisisandguaranteéndia'surbanareashave
sustainable water security.

Key Demandof the question:
To write about the current urban water crisi
Long-term and mediuaterm plans are required
to address it.
Directive:

7
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Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyoumustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have| to
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a statisticabout urbanvaterstress

Body:

Write aboutthedifferentproblemsandeffectsof
urban water scarcity first. Use examples and
facts to support your claims.
Write about potential lonterm plans like
sustainable governance and climate change
adaptation, as well as potential shintm
solutionslike waterconservatiormandemergency
infrastructure upgrades. Medidtarm solutions
include water recycling and watershed
protection.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 17" June, 2024

Topic: World Dayto combatDesertification and
Drought 2024

Relevance:GSPaper3 i1 Environment
Source:Downto Earth

World Day 10 Combat Desertification and Drought 2024: 30
yoars after UNCCD adoption, UN urges globe te ‘wnite for land’

000005 -

Context

The United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), which is currently
commemorated as thé/orld Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought, was adopted thirty
years  ago on June 17, 2024.

UNCCD

Name: United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification

Opened for signature: 1994
Entered into force: 1996

Sector: Combating desertification and
droughts

Has India ratified UNCCD? Yes (in 1996)

Nodal agency in India: Environment Ministry
World Day to Fight Drought and Desertification
2024

Adoption: On June17,1994,in Paris, theUnited
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) was ratified.

1 It will be30yearssincetheconventionvas
adopted in 2024.
The 2024Event

1 The event will take place in Bonn,
Germany, at the UNCCD Secretariat.

Land degradation

PRAGNYMSACADEM®

1 The UN's request: At the 16th
Conference of Parties (COP16) to the
UNCCD in Riyadh, SaudiArabia, theUN
called on all generations to suppoyt
sustainable land stewardship.

1 "United for Land: Our Legacy, Our
Future" is the theme.

1 Land Heroes Ten young people were
honored at the Bonn event as "Lard
Heroes" for their efforts to rebuild land,
increase  drought resistance, credte
environmentally  friendly  agricultural
enterprises, and use innovation and
technology to address global
environmental issues.

#UNited4Land

% OURLEGACY.
OUR FUTURE.

DESERTIFICATION AND
DROUGHT DAY - 17 JUNE 2024

1 Definition: According to the UNCCD,
“land degradation" is defined as "the
reductionor loss,asa resultof land usesor
arising from human activities and
habitation patterns, of the biological qr
economic productivity and complexity of
rainfed cropland, irrigated cropland qr
range, pasture, forest, and woodlands |in
arid, semiarid, and dry subhumid areas."

1 Elementsof Degradation of Land:

- Degradation of soil: Reduced soil
productivity due to soil erosion and
modifications to the hydrological,
biological, chemical, and physical
properties of the soil

- Degradation of the vegetation is the
reduction of the amount and/or
quality of natural biomass as well as
theamountof vegetativegroundcover.

- Water degradationis thetermusedto
describe theeduction in surface and
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ground water
and/or quality.
Deterioration of the climate:
Modifications to the macro- and
microclimate that raise the possibility
of crop failure.

Losses from urban/industrial
development: Reduction in the total
area of land utilized for agriculture or
having the potential to do so as a result
of arable land being used for
industry, and urban

resources' quantity

infrastructure,
purposes

Needto stop Degradation of Land:

i Land Degradation Extent: Land
degradation affects almodtalf of the
world's population and up to 40% of the
world's land; every second, four football
fields arelostto landdegradatiorfa total of
100 million hectares every year)

Affected Communities: The marginalized
populations, such as indigenous
communities, rural households,
smallholderfarmers,andparticularlyyouth
and women, bear the brunt of land
degradationand its detrimental effects.

- Drought affects approximatel25% of
the world's population.

Dependency: By 2050, there will be 10
billion young peoplein developinghations
who rely on land and natural resources, up
from the current figure of over 1 billion.
Opportunities for the economy and
sustainability: Usingyouthto restoreland
couldresultin the600million jobsthatare

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)
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projectedto beneededn thenext15years,

which will support bothenvironmental

sustainability and economic growth.
India's Degradation of Land:

1 In 2018 19, the country's land degradatio
and desertification area were estimated
be 97.84 million hectares as per the
Desertification and Land Degradation
Atlas of India, published by Space
Applications Centre (SAC) Indian Space
Research Organisation, Ahmedabad.

GovernmentMeasures

1 South-South cooperation: The Indian
Council for Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) in Dehradun has
plansto establista Center of Excellenceto
facilitate better SoutSouth cooperation.
Its objectives include exchangin
knowledge, promoting best
disseminating
sustainable and affordable land
management techniques  creating
conceptdor gamechangingnitiatives,and
enhancing capacity.
The voluntary Bonn Challenge was
accepted by India at thdNFCCC COP,
2015 in Paris, where it committed to
restoring 13 million hectares (mha) @
degraded and cleared land by 2020 and

an extra 8 mha by 2030.
)
(uen O ponn Chall
The Bonn Challenge Ll ol effort (o are 150 nulls uI Clarne
of the world's deforested and degrade !uuom 2020 and 3 nnh(
hectares by 200
CHobal benefits
= USS S5 hilliom comtribunion to local and manonal economies
1 G l() sex|uestered
1117 pescent reduction in current emissic g.np
*  Approximasely |6 llion people warldw ._L ould directly

benefit

e And an additional USD 6 billion in coop yield increases

During the 2019 United Nations
Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) COP14,the
pledge torestore 21 million hectares
by 2030 was increasedto 26 million

practices,
India's experiences with

-

)

—h
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hectares One of the Rio Conventions that addresges
oty k- TV . desertification, land degradation, and drought
d a4 (DLDD) is the United Nations Convention t
i Combat Desertification (UNCCD).
= Mains Model Questions
1 Rehabilitation of Coastal Habitat: The Q. V\(hat_ are the reasons behind Indiq's
state of Tamil Nadu is implementing the desertlflcatlorandwhatart.thet_-:'ffe.ct.s?ln ord(_erto
creation of abio shield as a means of !essertheeffectsof deser_tl_flcatl_omt |sessent|ato.
. L : involve local communities in land restoration
restoring coastal habitat in all of its . :
o . projects and to promote sustainable lapd
coastal districts for a period of three years, . .
from 2023 2026. management techniqud3iscuss.
Also Read Topics & Concepts: Key Demandof the question:
https://www.un.org/en/observances/dese To write about the reasons behirddia's
rtification -day desertification, its effects, and preventatjve
Prelims Practice Questions measures.
Directive:
Q. Consider the following statements regarding | piscuss- This is a comprehensive instruction
UNCCD thatyou mustdiscusson paperby goingoverthe
1. It is the only internationally enforceable | Specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
agreement that ties development and the |considering each one of them. You have tb
environment to sustainableland management. provideargumentsor andagainstachposition.
2. It is dedicated to a bottomp strategy that Structure of the answer:
promotes community involvement in the fight | Introduction:
against desertification and land degradation. Give an overview of desertificationand some
statistics
Body:
Whichof theabovestatementarecorrect? Write about its causes first. Climate variation$
a. lonly and human activity are the main causes of it. |t
b. 2only happens as a result of dryland ecosystenis'
c. Both 1 an®® extreme vulnerability to overexploitation and
d. Neitherl nor2 improper land us® they make up more than
onethird of the world's land area.
Ans: ¢ Explain in more detail the socEconomic
Explanation effects of desertification after that.
Next, emphasize the steps that must be taken|to
UNCCD: The only legally binding international stop desertification.
agreementying developmenandthe environment Conclusion:
to sustainabléand managementasestablishedn Concludewith away forward.
1994. Article: 17" June, 2024
In particularthe UNCCDis dedicatedo abottorm Topic: BayesianConvolutional Neural Network
up strategy that promotes local community (BCNN)
involvementin thefight againstdesertificatiorand
land degradation. Relevance:GSPaperli Geography
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Source:incois.gov.in

o

et e

INCDIS

wtioale af NING 34 ledex o the peciod Juse
AU By 2025

Context

M

The Bayesian Convolutional Neural
Network (BCNN), recently developed by
the Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS), can
forecast the emergence Bf Nino and La
Nina conditions up to 15 months ahead of
time.

About the Bayesian Convolutional Neural
Network (BCNN):
1 This stateof-the-art technology improves

El Nifio-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
phase predictions by utilizing deep
learning, machinelearning, and artificial
intelligence (Al).

Because the BCNN model can account for
the slow oceanic variations and their
atmospheric coupling, it is especially good
atpredicting El Nino or La Nina events.

It more accurately determines thino3.4
Index Value, a crucial parameter for
predictingtheENSOphasehatis produced
by averaging theseasurface temperature
(SST) anomaly in the central equatorial
Pacific, extending fronb°N to 5°S, and
170°W to 120°W.

It presents bright future for moreaccurate
and timely weather forecasts, which are
essential for fisheries, agriculture, and
disaster relief.

Unlike other models that can predict
conditionsupto six or nine months ahead

of time, this model uses @mbination of

Al and a dynamic model to forecast El
Niflo and La Nifia conditions with a 15
month lead time.
INCOIS

1 ItisadivisionoftheEarth SystemScience
Organization (ESSO)andwasfoundedas
an independent organization in 1999
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MOES). Its mandate is to continuously
observethe oceanandmakeimprovements
throughsystemati@andplannedmethodsn
order to provide society, industry
government agencies, and the scienti
community with the bespossible ocean
information and advisory services.

INCDM

PINES e

Indian National
Centre for Ocean

Information Services
“Application of advances i

At

Communication @

Technology for the

benefit of Society* o
Weather Models
- Thetwo maintypesof weathemodelsthatare
utilized for forecasting are as follows:
- Statistical Model: It producegprojectionsusing
a variety of data sets obtained from other nation
and areas.
- Dynamic Model: Usinghigh-performance
computers(HPC), a3D mathematicasimulation
of the atmosphere is performed.
a. Comparedo thestatisticalmodel;it is far more
accurate.
El Nino Southern Oscillation- (ENSO)
Thisis aphenomenowf the climatethatis caused
by variations in the temperature of thewatersin
thetropical Pacific Ocean's eastern and central
regionsas well as variations in the atmosphere
above them.
a. It has the power to change tilebal
atmospheric circulation, which in turn affects

the weather everywhere. Three distinct phases
makeupits erraticcycleslastingbetweertwo and

A

4

8

P A\

c

1°2)
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severyearswarm (El Nino), cold (La Nina),
and neutral.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/exp
lained-scitech/incoisnewproduct-forecast
ense9394168/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (INCOIS)

1. Operatingunderthe Ministry of EarthSciences,
it is an independent organization.

2. Its goalis to give thescientificcommunity
advice and information about the ocean.

3. Through the Indian Tsunami Early Warning
Centre(ITEWC), it offers24-hourmonitoringand
warning services.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only
2and3
1and2
1,23

oo op

Ans: d

Explanation

Part of the Earth System Science Organization

(ESSO) in New Delhi, the Indian National Centre
for OceaninformationServicess adivision of the

Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) and operates

autonomously.

Its goal is to use ongoing ocean research and

observationgo provide the scientific community,

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

the government, industry, and society with ocepn
information and advisory services.
ThroughthelndianTsunamiEarly WarningCentre
(ITEWC), it offers 24hour monitoring and
warning services.

Mains Model Questions

Q. El Nifo is frequently linked to the Indiamn
monsoon's decline, which is detrimental to the
nation's agricultural industrnalyse.

Key Demandof the question:
To write about ElI Nino and detailing its
consequenceasn Indiais necessaryasis getting
ready for its effects.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you mus
dissect the topic into its constituent parts and
providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer

Introduction:

Write afew sentencemtroducing theEl-Nino
Body:

Write aboutEIl-Nino'smechanisnfirst.

Next, discuss how EIl Nino has affected the
globalclimateaswell ashow it hasaffectedthe
Indian monsoon.

Next, discusgheactionsthatneedto bedoneto
improve forecasting models so that they can
more accurately predict the effects of EI Ning
on agriculture and the economy and other step
to mitigate its impact.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 17" June, 2024

~—+

V)

Topic: India-Italy Strategic Relationship
Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationaRelations

Source:HindustanTimes
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#® Hinhustan Times

- [N

When Modi met Meloni: Indian, Italian
PMs greet each other with ‘Namaste’

s

o o o X

Context

Thelndo-Pacific and India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridors were the main topics of
discussiorwhenPrime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Italian counterpart met.

About

Theleaderdliscussedhowthebilateral strategic
partnership was going and decided to step up
their collaboration in international fora and
multilateral projects like thelndia-Middle
EastEurope Economic Corridor.

Haifs
1HeEL
PMs

GRE
s h uu&u

Al-Haditha
SJO0 ARANA
Maradh
SANDr ARABA
Al Ghuwalfat
e

Mumbal

- Searoute —— Rail route

India- Italy Strategic Partnership

1 In 2023, therelationship between Italy
and India was upgraded to a strategic
partnership.
Following France, Germany, and the
Netherlands, Italy is thenext European
nation to showastronginterestin relations
with the IndePacific region. An important
component of Italy's recent Indeacific
pivot hasbeenmagradualstrengtheningf its
ties with India.

PRAGNYMSACADEM®
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1 The "India -ltaly -Japan" trilateral was
established in 2021 with thegoal of
promoting security, stability, prosperity
and multilateralism of the Indo-Pacific

region.
- After the 'India-France-Australia"
trilateral , this is India's second

trilateralinvolving a Europeamationin
the IndePacific area.
Global Forums: Italy becameamembeiof
the Global Biofuel Alliance and the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor , two major initiatives that were

introduced during the G20 Summit.
Establishing Global Biofuel Alliance (GBA)

Incla 5 looking o ramp up biofust production capablity
in view of growing ensrgy demand

ndin's ethan Molasses-based
procuchon © x‘u ity astileries capacty
‘] 12.4 b wres B.1 DN ltres
Ind.l
Inla, US and
e based \ Srazll account for
an-
cstilares - Aslly 8"5"5 "‘:rﬂa
sy | olapdl
4.3 bn sres AT
State-aun ol marketin ndia's £20 fuel Is odia to
companies pakd E82, avialebie g contribute
10 dstifers in the past eight 1,350 cutlets 25% 1o global
years, of which $48,000 o nationwide ey demand

wont 10 farmans

Moreover,
the "International
(ISA) in 2021,the yeaiit held theG20
Presidency and the cePresidency of
COP26

coverage by 2005 growth til 2040,

Italy became a member ¢
Solar Alliance"

International Solar
Alliance : Salient Points

- -#
Whatls Interrational | How masy have $83 bn
SOlar Atancer | jolaea iny Inde’s
Hisaniwss | Ascf o 6l ano M9 e iy m
Everameatal | havw e the
organkztion to gromety | alance wele 32 rave I"Nm\.l
solat enrigy among | setifled the
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BORORTTONC In Gurgasn Bobing It?
CYSTYTTONNN | 1hoscos was
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Ity meant to biina | 1,000 GW IR Al Ly
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westment ey ied tn
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HIE:

1 The estimated value obilateral trade
between Italy and India in 2022was 4.9
billion Euros, a 42% increase from 2021.

India's fifth -largest EU trading

partner is Italy.

suley enermy and ke Stad uer spesch
atLoraonin

2015

“he tachnology freely
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- In its efforts to recover from the
pandemic, ltaly is consideringupply
chain diversification and
consolidation, and it views India as an
important partner in the region.

1 With comparable concerns in the maritime
domain thetwo nationsareeageto expand
their cooperation in thereas of space
exploration, defense technology, and
maritime security.

1 Relations with China: Italy's worries
about China in the largeeuropean and
Indo-Pacific region are also becoming
more pressing at the same time.

- There are rumors that Italy plans to
leave China's Belt and Road
Initiative . Should this occur, Italy's
policy will change significantly.

- ltalian policy makers are reshaping
their relationships in Asia due to
geopolitical exigencies.

China's One Belt, One Road initiative

East Ewrope

Exthuding EY meabers)

Hedangflang
<
o ™ dilin
Liaoning
 Chongqing

s Silk RoORd
Economic
Belt (Land route)

w—— Maritime
Silk Rood

(Maritime route) South Asis &

South-east Asia

Way Forward

1 Recent events indicate that both parties

have a renewed interest in the
relationship.

1 India and Italy can benefit from their
strategic locations in the Mediterranean
and the Indian Ocean respectively,to
advance energy security, connectivity,
stability, and freedom of navigation.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/
modi-meloni-review-progressof-india-italy -
strategic-partnership-at-gq7-
summit/article68292427.ece

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsregarding
India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC)
1. It is a multimodal transportation network that
would cross the Middle East to link Europe and
India.

2. The World Bank has come around to it.
3. It is going to be the world's longest trans
corridor.

t

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
Neitherl nor2

oo op

Ans:
Explanation

A multimodaltransportatiometworkcalledIMEC
is being proposed to link Europe and India
through the Middle East. The World Bank has
come around to it.

The IMEC's precise route is still being
determined, and planning is still in its early
phases. Nonetheless, at more than 9,200
kilometers, the TranSiberian Railway is the
world'slongesttransitcorridor.In comparisorto
the TransSiberian Railway, the IMEC is
anticipated to be shorter.

Mains Model Questions

Q. The G7 (Group of Seven) must adjust to the
current global challenges and reevaluate |its
purpose in light of the changing environmer
Examine.

—+

Key Demandof the question:

To discusgshenumerouadjustmentshatthe G7
needs to make in order to adjust to the shift
geopolitics of the modern era.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the topjc
(content words), examine it, investigate it, and
determinethe important details and problems

ng
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surrounding it. We should discuss {
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundirst.

Body:

Write briefly aboutthe G-7'sgoalsand
objectives first.

Write abouttheothermainissueghatthe G-7 is
currently facing, such as rising emerging
economies, geopolitical tensions, AoN
traditional security threats, and global
instability.

Mention the stepsthat G7 shouldtake in this
regard.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 17" June, 2024

Topic: World Crocodile Day 2024
Relevance:GSPaper3i Environment

Source:Downto Earth

World Crocodile Day 2024: In 50th year of India’s saurian
conservation, one of its architects worried for Bhitarkanika

000000

Context

Every year on June 17, we celebrateWorld
Crocodile Day.
Background

he
| as

1 Due to widespreadhabitat loss and

indiscriminate killing for
gain, crocodilians in India
extremelyvulnerableto extinction even

commercial
remained

Crocodile specief India

Saltwater or estuaries Crocodiles (Crocodylus

porosus)

1 They are théiggest reptilesstill alive on
the planet.

1 Thereareonly three placesin India where
they can be found: the Andaman ar
Nicobar Islands, the Sundarbans, a
Biratarkanika.

1 IUCN Status: LessConcern

1 Schedule 1 of the Wild Life (Protection)

Marsh crocodiles, or muggers (Crocodylus
palustris)

1

PRAGNYMSACADEM®

afterthe Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972
waspassed.

India started theBhitarkanika National
Park in Odisha'sCrocodile Conservation
Project in 1975

The project's goal waso preserve the
natural habitat of the animalsand swiftly
increase the population through captive

breeding, since crocodile hatchlings in the

wild have a poor survival rate due t
predation.

Accordingto thisyear'sreportonthereptile
census,Bhitarkanika, a large area of
saltwater swamp and forest is home to
1,811 saltwater crocodiles.

Act of 1972includes it on the list.

As a species thaburrows its holes
mugger crocodiles lay their eggs in the d
season.

They can be found
freshwater environments such as lakes,
rivers, marshes, irrigation canals, and ev

in a variety of

14

d

Yy

2N

saltwater lagoons and estuaries along the

coast.

IUCN Status: Vulnerable

Schedule 1 of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act of 1972includes it on the list.

The Gharial, or Gavialis gangeticus
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Theterm"ghara,” whichmeans'earthen
pot" in Hindi, refersto abulbousknob-like
protuberance on thenout of breeding
males that gives rise to the name
"Gharial."

Their primary habitats are the rivers
Chambal, Girwa Ghagra, and Gandak.
IUCN Classification: Endangered
Schedule 1 of the Wild Life (Protection)
Act of 1972includes it on the list.

CROCODILES OF INDIA
% SALTWATES CROCONILY

& .‘M“
o cuotona s

MUGUeE

H
L L

Bhitarkanika National Park

T

Situated in thenortheastern Kendrapara
district of Odisha, it is both anational
park and a Ramsar site.

Rivers: The Brahmani, Baitarani,
Dhamra, and Pathsalarivers flood the
park.

It is the second largest mangrove
ecosystem in India and is home to
numerous mangrove species.
Themangrovesndswampareaaredivided
from the Bay of Bengal by Gahirmatha
Beach.

Faunaand flora: The SaltwaterCrocodile
(Crocodylusporosus))ndian Python,King
Cobra, Black Ibis, Darters, and numerous
other species can be found in the national
park.

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

e Dattaram River

Srdtarsania

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.crocodilesoftheworld.co.uk/visitor-
information/animals/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Bhitarkanika National Park

1. It iswell-knownfor havingalargepopulation
of blackbucks and is situated in the state of
Odisha.

2. Thepark'srich mangroveecosystenmasearned
it designation as a Ramsar site.

3. The1972Wildlife ProtectiorAct's Scheduld
includes Bhitarkanika National Park.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1and3
2 only

1land2
2and3

aoop

Ans: b
Explanation

It is well-known for having a large population of
crocodilesandis situatedn thestateof Odisha.The
park's rich mangrove ecosystem has earneg
designation as a Ramsar site.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Discuss about the value of protecting
biodiversity in light of the benefits it offers.

Key Demandof the question:

To write the value of protecting biodiversity irj
light of the services it offers.

Directive:
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Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructi
thatyou mustdiscuson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and caref
considering each one of them. You have
provideargumentgor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definebiodiversityfirst.

Body:

Write first aboutthesignificanceof biodiversity
to humankind. Ecological life support,
economi® biodiversity gives humans raw
materials for production and consumption,
Recreation: A lot of our favorite pastimes
depend on the distinctive biodiversity of our
culture and science.

Next, discusghemainrisksto biodiversityand
strategies for preserving it.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
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Article: 18" June,2024 {1 Operational Warheads: It seems that

efforts to reduce operational warheads

globally havecometo astandstill,andtheir

Relevance:GS Paper: 3 Defence numbers are rising again.

1 China's nuclear arsenal is currently
, undergoing a massive modernization ad

China has 500 nuclear warheads, says SIPRI .

——— expansion.

- With 500warheadsChina hastripled
the quantity; some are reportedly or
high operational alert for the first time.

1 Pakistan and India also seem to be
building up their nuclear weapong

stockpiles, and the UK intends to do the
Context same.

Topic: SIPRI: China has500nuclearwarheads

Source: TheHindu

Oxford University Presshasreleasedhe SIPRI
yearbook 2024on behalf of the&stockholm

International Peace Research Institute. e : 5:"_:
~tn
About
In addition toefforts to control conventional, INDIA POSSESSES MORE
nuclear, chemical, andbiological weapons it NUCLEAR WEAPONS THAN PAKISTAN
gives an overview of developments in 1 North Korea mayhaveassembledpto 50

internationakecurity weaponsandtechnology,
military spending, arms production and trade,
armed conflicts, and conflict management.
Principal Results

nuclear weapons and may produce mofe,
and its military nuclear program is still @
key component of its overall nationgl
security strategy.
There is still a great deal of uncertainty
regardinglsrael's nuclear weapon count
because of its persistent policy of nuclear
ambiguity.

9 Nuclear Arsenal: In 2024, there were q
about 12121 nuclear weaponsin the
combined possession ofine states (the
US, Russia, UK, France, China, India,
Pakistan, North Korea, and Israel), 9585
of which were thought to be potentially
operational.

Toial L

Nuclear Forcesof India
1 This vyear, India's nuclear arsenal
surpassed Pakistan's 170 warheads by
172 warheads
1 India is developing longrange missiles
and fortifying the submarineomponent of
its nuclear triad.

 Nuclear Warhead Decline: There are T A fourth SSBN3 a nucleapowered
fewer nuclear warheads in the globe than submarinecapableof launchingballistic
there once were.
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missilesarmed with nuclearweapon$ is

presently being built in India with a

potentiallaunchdateof 2024.Thecountry's

third SSBN was launched in 2021.
Nuclear Disarmament

9 Disarmamenis the processof doing away
with or outlawing weapons (especially
offensive weapons), either osaedly or
mutually.

It could mean gettingrid of entire
weaponry categoriesor just cutting down
on the total number of weapons.

Difficulties with Nuclear Disarmament

1 Geopolitical Tensions It's common
knowledgethatnuclearweaponsandeter
possible enemies.

1 Transparency:. It's challenging to
guaranteeadherenceto disarmament
agreements.

1 Technological Developments
Disarmameneffortsarecomplicatedy
thedevelopment of nuclear weapons
which are becoming more sophisticated
and smaller.

1 The Comprehensive NucleafTestBan
Treaty (CTBT), which went up for
signature in 1996, seeks outlaw the use
of nuclear weaponsfor either military or
civilian objectivesi
- Despitebeingratified by 170statesand

signedby 185nations thetreatyhasnot
yet come into effect becauseiclear-
armed states need to ratifyit in order

for it to be implemented.

KEY TREATIES FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT,
ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION

- Portial Tew
& BonTawy
- (PTOT)

9 The Outer SpaceTreaty is amultilateral
agreementthat prohibits the stationing of

weaponsof massdestructionin space.lt
came into effect in 1967.
Outer Space Treaty

« The Outer Spooe Treaty reprosenns s basc ingl amewonk of
ntenadend ace law

8. 4 ity wixtes (oeny 40 e teaty hom pecing
cAion v ok of Eamn. mataling e on e
whanthid Docky, o Slhwtwins Siadernng Bae i Ouder

voly brvts the ose of the MO0O 2nd Oher coleathy Dodes 0
xoreasty pruttsts thaw 1ae & lesbrg awgors
VIS, OF eoaRdhrg ity banos,

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/space
law/treaties/introouterspacetreaty.html

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Outer Space Treaty, 1967

1. All Stateshallbefreeto exploreanduseouter
space.

2. Astronautswill beconsideredhumanity's
emissaries.

3. Whetherconductedy governmentabr non
governmental entities, states are in charge of
national space activities.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only
2and3
land2
1,2,3

oo ow

Ans: d
Explanation

The development and utilization of space will
benefitandservetheinterestsof all nations andit
will belong to all of humanity;

All Stateshallhaveunrestrictecaccess$o and
exploration of space;

Statesarenot permittedto stationor placenuclear
weapons or other weapons of mass destruction
orbit around other celestial bodies. Nor are they
permittedto useor occupyouterspaceasameans
of asserting their national sovereignty.

Mains Model Questions
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Q. What is Nuclear fission? India's aspirations for
clean energy can benefit greatly from nuclear
energy, but relying too heavily on it might not be
wise given the high risks involve@omment

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutnuclearenergy'spossibilitiesand
restrictions in India.

Directive:

Comment: In this section, we must share what
we knowandcomprehen@bouttheproblemand
formulate a general opinion.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Definenuclear fissiorfirst.

Body:

Write first about the potential of nuclear energy
in India, the country's past achievements in this
area, andis significance tahe country's energy
security.
Next, discuss the dangers of nuclear energy|and
provide examples to support your position that
we shouldn't rely solely on it. Give examples
support your claims.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.
Article: 18" June, 2024

Topic: DDT levels have declined in humans,
environment

Relevance:GSPaper3i Pollution

Source:Downto Earth

QUT fevels tewe doclined bt humars, mreraseent slace 2004;
bral Wresw of sther parsistert crgatic pabusals raieg. UN

Context

PRAGNYMSACADEM®

Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane (DDT) and
elevenotherpersistentorganic pollutants (POPS)
have decreased in human and environmer
populations since 2004 as a result of stringe
international regulations, according to a rece
study.
Key findings
1 Among theover 900 samplesthat were
collected, POPs wermdetected in the saill,
water, human milk, beef, milk, butter,
mutton, pork, chicken, eggs, fish and
shellfish, oil, and other items.
1 Worldwide, the concentrations of 12

POPs including DDT, have decreased.

- The decline is ascribed by the report
regulatoryactionsthathavebeenputin
place sinc004 to regulatethe levels
of said chemicals.

1 Therearestill otherPOPsn everyplace.

- For example, long-regulated
substances like dieldrin  and
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)

were found to be present at high

concentrationgn the air throughouthe

African continent the Caribbean, angd

Latin America.
PersistentOrganic Pollutants (POPs)

1 PersistentOrganic Pollutants (POPs)are
chemical substanceghatarederivedfrom
organic matter, specifically carbon.

1 They fend offchemical, biological, and
photolytic processes that cause
environmental deterioration.

P o psali@ntfeaturesinclude:

1 Persistence:POPs are nogasily broken
down by their surroundings. Some don't
deteriorate and can last for years or ev
decades.

tal
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193



18" June2024

PRAGNYA BHARATHI: Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

1 Bioaccumulation: POPs have a tendency
to build up via the food chain in the fatty
tissuesof living things.

1 Transport over a long distance: POPs
havetheability to travelfar from their point
of emission

1 Toxicity: A lot of POPsareharmfulto both
people and animals.

- Numerous harmful health effects,
such as cancer, reproductive issues,
immune system disruption, and
neurological effects can be caused by

them.
1 POPs include things like DDT and other
pesticides, industrial chemicals like

PCBs and dioxins, and unintentional
byproducts of industrial processes like
furans and dioxins.

1 POPpollution canoriginatefrom anumber
of sourcessuchasinappropriataiseand/or
disposal of industrial and agrochemical
chemicals, high temperatures during
combustion,and unintended combustion
byproducts.

Control of POPs

1 TheStockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POPs):Its goal is to
lower POPchemicalreleasesvorldwide.In
2004, the convention came into effect.

@ Qverview of the Comanton

Adared i Muy 3001 wewend rin tron 1 May 3004

B e e dns

1 TheRotterdam Convention on the Prior
Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticidesin International Trade: It seeks
to encourage shared accountability for the
importation of dangerous chemicals and
support safe usage. 2004 saw the
Convention come into effect.

1 The Basel Convention governs the

management of hazardous waste

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

transboundary movementsand disposal
Its goalis to safeguardheenvironmentnd
public healthfrom harmfulimpactsbrought
on by the creation,handling,transportation
acrossnternationabordersanddisposabf
hazardous and other wastes. It beca
operative in 1992.
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1 Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPS)
Protocol and the Convention on Long
Range Transboundary Air Pollutants
(LRTAP): The Convention's goal is fo
Parties to make every effort to prever
limit, and reduce air pollution, including
long-range transboundary air pollution, g
gradually as possible.

- Controlling, lowering, or completely,
getting rid of emissions, losses, and
discharges of persistent organic
pollutants is the goal of the POPS
protocol. In 2003, the protocol cam
into effect

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.basel.int/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Which of the following conventionsvas
established to regulate the disposal &
transboundary movement of hazardous waste?

Parisconvention
Baselconvention
Rotterdamconvention
Stockholmconvention

oo

Ans: b
Explanation

The Conference of Plenipotentiaries in Bas
Switzerland, adopted the Basel Convention on
Control of Transboundary Movements of

ne

—
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HazardousVastesandtheir Disposalon March22,

1989,in responsé&o public outcry afterdepositof
toxic wastes imported

from abroad were

discovered in the 1980s in Africa and other

developing countries.
Mains Model Questions

Q. There are a number of problems with

the

growingamountof wastebeingdumpedn landfills

that require immediate attentidéxamine.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutconcernsabouttherising amount
of waste being dumped in landfills, the dang
associated with it, and solutions for improy
waste management.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the ftg
(content words), examine it, investigate it,
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss f{
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Provide a statistic illustrating the rise
municipalsolid wastein tandemwith the paceof
urbanization.

Body:

Write down the following issues related
India's fast urbanization and landfill was
management: Disease transmission, chen
leaching, toxic and poisonous gas leaks, fi
serious health and environmental hazards tg
people etc.

Next, mentionsomestrategiedo dealwith solid
waste so that it may prove a resource instead
waste.
Conclusion:

ers
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Concludewith away forward.

Article: 18" June, 2024
Topic: Train accidentsin India

Relevance:GSPaper3i Infrastructure

Source:Moneycontrol

i e e e T
AEVIC Wty 40 T aped e 01 Sgion The
trakTavec tatit indn Byt

Context

Overthepasttenyearstherehavebeennumerous
train accidentsin India dueto avarietyof factors,
including human error and mechanicalfailures.
About

Train Mishaps

Categories

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

1 With a network of more thar67,000
kilometers connecting all parts of the
nation, Indian Railways is one of the
biggest rail networks in the world.

1 For millions of people, it is theprimary
source of transportation.

1 Between2022 and 2023 (FY23)there
have been 44 consequential train
accidentson average annually.

1 This is an
normal railway operations and has the
potentialto impactthesafetyof therailway,
its engine rolling stock,fixed installations,
permanent ways and works, passenge
employees, or others. It may alsause
delays in train operations.

1 These incidents still have an effect an

passengers, infrastructure, and the
economyas a whole, despite advances
technology and infrastructure.

pan
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1 The most frequent occurrences are
derailments, in which a train runs off the
tracks.

1 Numerous things, such asack flaws,
equipment malfunctions, human error,
or even sabotagecan result in these.

1 Collisions: Theyhapperwhentwo or more
trains collide on the same track. Usually,
this is theresult of miscommunication
between railroad employees or
malfunctioning signals

1 Level crossing accidents:These occur
when trains collide with cars or
pedestrians at railroad crossings,
emphasizing the necessity for improved
safety measures at these locations.

samn B e e

Effects

1 Casualties and functional impairments:
The effects of train mishaps go beyond the
immediate deaths and injuries.

1 Concerns pertaining to trust: It reduces
public confidence in train safety which
hasanimpact on ridership and passenger
confidence.

1 Economic cost. The price of
infrastructure damage, compensation
claims, and the moneyneeded to upgrade
safety measures are high.

Obstacles

{1 Train accidentsarea persistentoncernfor
the vast railway network, which presents
significant safety challenges.

1 Because of thesize of the railway
network, it is challenging toefficiently
monitor and maintain every segment of
track.

T A number of problems, including
crammed trains, poor maintenance,and

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

Detailed NewsAnalysis (DNA)

human error,
public safety.
Initiatives for Safety
1 In order to reduce the possibility o
accidents, Indian Railways has taken t
initiative to put safety measures in place.

1 Following a disastrous thrdeain collision
in Odisha's Balasore district that near
claimed 300 lives,

still seriously jeopardize

preventive  measures, including
"Kavach" train protection system.
s
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Recommendatlonsatnd Future Course
1 ltisimperativethatrolling stock,signaling
systems, and tracks continue to be
upgraded.
1 Renovating outdated infrastructure can

dramatically lower the chance of mishaps|

E]

Improving railway personnel training
tighteningoperatingprocedurecompliance,
andutilizing technologyto enablereattime
monitoring and response are all ways
strengthen safety protocols.

1 Accidents involving pedestrians and
vehiclescan be avoided bsaising public
awareness of railway safety, including
regulations at level crossings and
onboard safety measures

1 Innovations in accident prevention can
resultfrom promotingresearchnto cutting
edge safety practices and technologi
adapted to Indian conditions.

Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/kanchanj
unga-expresstrain -accidentashwini-vaishnaw-
nda-upa-rail -mishaps2554834202406-18

Prelims Practice Questions

the Supreme Court
ordered the Indian government to outlirje
the

=
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Q. Considerthe following statementgegarding Introduction:
Kavach system Give somebackgroundirst.
Body:

1. TheIndianRailwaysusethe KavachAutomatic
Train Protection (ATP) System, which was
developed domestically.

2. TheMinistry of Railways'Researcibesignand
Standards Organization worked with the Indian
industry to develop it.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

Write first about the national causes of railrg
accidents, such as sabotage, level cross
human error, equipment malfunctions, trg
failures, and natural disasters.

Next, outline the actions required to reduce
risks mentioned above: updating infrastructy
replacing outdated machinery, strengthen

a. lonly safety instruction, enhancing maintenan
b. 2only implementing technology, increasing pub
c. Both 1 and? awareness, enforcing laws, guaranteeing
d. Neitherl nor2 safety of level crossings, encouraging ongd
Ans: ¢ safety p_ractice improvement, etc.
Conclusion:
Explanation Concludewith away forward.

——r
For the Indian Railways, Kavach is anhnuse Articlein18" JURE, 2024

developed Automatic Train Protection (ATP) Topic: Why caste should inform debateson
systemlts purposds to automaticallystopatrain inequality in the country
when it detects another train within a certain

. Relevance:GSPaper21 Governance
distance on the same track.

TheMinistry of Railways'Researcibesignand Source:IndianExpress
Standards Organization worked with the Indian Wi caste shoaddtnfoc debates an
industry to develop it. e

Mains Model Questions O

Q. Railway accidents in India can be considerably ‘ 'Y o
decreased by addressing the underlying causes of 05----'«-" 1

incidentsandputting preventivemeasure place, ; =+
guaranteeing safer travels for passengers and — - - - . |-
improving the overall effectiveness of the rail o =—3

network.Examine. Context

Key Demandof the question:

Towrite aboutthereasonsehindindianrailway
accidents and how to prevent them.
Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the topic
(content words), examine it, investigate it, and
determine the important details and problems
surrounding it. We should discuss the
implications of these facts and issues as well as  Differences in income, accessto resources,or

why they are significant while doing this. purchasing power are reflected in disparities in
Structure of the answer:

1 The growing gap between the rich and
the poor has been the subject of rece

published by th&Vorld Inequality Lab.

discussion, thanks to a working pape
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consumption  patterns  among  various was a notable 10 percentage point increase
socioeconomic groups: in consumption for the General category,
1 Share of Consumption versus suggestinghatwealthmaybeconcentrated
Population: amonguppercasteelitesandthateconomic
- Scheduled Tribes (ST):They account disparities may persist.
for 9% of the population, butonly 7% Attempts to Strengthen Capabilities for Income
of it is consumed Generation:
- Scheduled Castes (SC): 20% of the 1 SpecificPolicies:
population, but only 16% of - Reservation: Programs for affirmative

consumption.

- Other Backward Classes (OBC):
Make up43% of the population and
41% of the consumption sharewhich
is more in line with their population
percentage.

- General Category: Consistf 28% of
the population but commands 86%
consumption share which is much
higher.

1 Diminished Consumption Inequality:

From 2017 to 2018, the overalbini

coefficientdroppedrom 0.359in 202223.
i Gini cocfficient

_ . _ _ _ ¥ '

1 Reduced Gini coefficients were also
observed for theST, SC, OBC, and
General categories suggestinga marginal
improvement in the fair distribution of
consumption in these communities.

1 Economic Disparities Among Social
Groups:  Although  only  slightly,
consumption levels for ST, SC, and OBC
groups decreased in thbottom 20%
decile. The poorestsegment'sonsumption
levels decreased more sharply in the
General category, indicating a relative
decline in consumption among this group.

1 Concentration of Wealth in Higher
Deciles: All social groups in the top 20%
decile have seen increases in consumption.
Between 2017 18 and 2022 2023 there

The way forward
1 Enhance and strictly implement

actionto increasehancegor OBCs,SCs,
and STs.

- Policies targeted atproving
healthcare, education, and
infrastructure in rural areasareknown
as rural development initiatives.

- Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT): This
method of transferring financial aid to
recipients ensures they get the benefits
intended without the need for
intermediaries.

Pay Attention to Lower Deciles:The
importance of promoting social harmony
and economic stability througdquitable
incomedistribution is emphasizedyith a
focusonincreasingncomegeneratiorand
consumption abilities, particularly within
the lower deciles of SC, ST, and OBC
communities.

Observation and Action: ongoing
observation oeconomic inequality and
consumption patterns To guarantee
continuedadvancemertbwardeconomic
fairness, they are putting into practice
focused interventions that address the
unigue socioeconomic difficulties that
various groups encounter.

affrmative action policies, such as
providing reservations for SC, ST, and
OBC individuals in employment and
education, in order to strengthen and
broaden affirmative action programs. T
support these communitiesocial and

economicempowerment, more accesso

(@)
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high-quality educationgcareertraining,and
skill development initiatives should be
provided.

Encourage Inclusive Economic
Development Initiatives: Put into action
all-encompassing rural development
programs with an emphasis on enhancing
thefacilities, medicalcare,andeducational
opportunities in underprivileged areas.
Also ReadTopics & Concepts:

https://wid.world/

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
World Inequality Lab (WIL).

1. A globalresearcttenterdevotedo examining
inequality and advancing social, economic, and
environmental justice is called the World
Inequality Lab (WIL).

2. Its maingoalsareto publishresearchspread
knowledge, and expand the World Inequality
Database.

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

Qoo

Ans: c
Explanation

A global research center devoted to examining
inequality and advancing social, economic, and
environmental justice is called the World
InequalityLab (WIL). Its maingoalsareto publish
researchspreacknowledge andexpandheWorld
Inequality Database. The World Inequality
Database, which includes information on income,
wealth, gender, and environmental inequality, is
the most extensive opeatcess resource on global
inequality and is maintained by the WIL. The
database is updated by more than 150 researchers
worldwide and a team of coordinators. The study
areaf WIL includetaxation,political andgender

PRAGNYMRSACADEM

inequality, global wealth distribution, historical

income and wealth inequality, and environmen
inequality.
Mains Model Questions

Q. Caste inequality is still a significant factor i
social and economic inequality, necessitati
targetedpoliciesandinclusivegrowthinitiativesto
address historical injustices and  systen
discrimination Examine.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthe negativeimpactsof caste
prejudice, the causes of it, and solutions.
Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the t
(content words), examine it, investigate it, g
determine the important details and proble
surrounding it. We should discuss
implications of these facts and issues as we
why they are significant while doing this.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give somebackgroundinformation on caste
discrimination in contemporary India

Body:

Write first about the causes and reasons be
the widespread practice of caste discrimina
in India.

Next, discuss the effects of caste discrimina
andhow modernsocietyis beingimpactedy it.
Use examples and facts to support your cla
Write next about the actions required to resc
the aforementionegroblemsandstrengtherthe
weaker areas.

Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

al
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Article: 19" June, 2024

Topic: QUAD: Diplomacy and Cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific

Relevance:GSPaper2i InternationaRelations

Source:ORF
@RF

Two Decades of the Quad: Diplomacy and Cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific

Context

1 Overthepast20yearstheQuad (formerly
known as the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue) has become a significant
organization that cooperates on security,
diplomacy, and public goods between its
members and throughout thedo-Pacific
area.

TWO DECADES
oF THE QUAD:
DIPLOMACY &
COOPERATION v

T INDO-PACIFIC

©RF

About the Quad

i It has grown to be anajor diplomatic
platform made up of theJnited States,
Australia, Japan, and India. Its goals
include maintaining international law,
promoting democratic values in the

1 Indo-Pacific region, and guaranteeinga
free, open,and inclusive environment.

1 With 1.9billion inhabitants (24 percenif
the world's population), the quad countries

account for35% of the global GDP and
18% of trade.
Origins and Development

1 Early in the new millennium, Quad wa

created with the intention of utilizing the

overlapping interests of its member
nations.

1 It wasareactionto theincreasingdemand
for a cooperativestrategy to dealwith the
Indo-Pacific region's problems
especially those brought on by natur

disasters and threats to regional security.

{1 2007 2008-2012
i /7:7}
DIE & GTE

DESSOLUTION OF THE QUAD
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REVIVAL OF THE QUAD

EXPANSION OF COOPERATION

In 2017, the Quad is revived and
expands its focus to include new
policy areas.

The Quad now includes joint
military exercises, six working
groups, and an investors network,
ameng other initiatives.

2021-2024

LEADERS' SUMMITS CHART

THE PATH FORWARD

Annual Quad Leaders’ Summits
have provided high level guidance
through joint statements on shared

goals and principles.

Achievementsand Milestones

vJ
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1 The Quad has supportedultiple joint

exercises and diplomatic

discussionsover the past 20 years, with a
focuson disasterrelief and humanitarian

aid.

The naval drills in Malabar demonstrate
their dedication toimproving maritime
cooperation.

Furthermore, the Quad has been helpful in
promoting discussion on important topics

like

cybersecurity, infrastructure

development, and counterterrorism.
Working Groups for the Quad

Quad Health Security Partnership: At
the top of the Quad's collective agenda is
health security.

In 2021,theyconvenedsirtually for the
first time with three new alliesSouth
Korea, Vietnam, and New Zealand,
collectively known as the QuaePlus,
and established a range of new
initiatives,includingthe Quad Vaccine
Partnership.

Climate Working Group: At the Tokyo
Quad Leaders' Summit in 2022,theQuad
countries collaborated to introduce the
Quad Climate Change Adaptation and
Mitigation Package (QCHAMP), which
aims to address climate change. It has also

branched out
knowledge

into new domains like
exchange on subnational

climate initiatives, carbon recycling, and
climatesmart agriculture.

Thethree main pillars of Q-CHAMP

are adaptation and resilience, clean
energy, and climate ambition. -Q
CHAMP

Secure, robust, and sustainable clean
energy supply chains necessitate
lowering emissions from mining, the
production of bulk materials, and the
manufacturing of technologies in
addition to broadening source markets
for clean energy technologies and
inputs.

T

1

Working Group on Emerging and
Critical Technologies (CET): Emerging

and crucial technologies like
biotechnologies, autonomous systenis,
guantum computing, and artificia

intelligence (Al) offer new prospects fof

expansion.

Space Working Group: The Quad
countrieshavemadegreatprogressn their
individual space programs, which seek
improve coordination and
sharing.Theyareleadersn boththe public
and private space sectors worldwide.

The IndePacific region's prosperity IS

deemectrucial for infrastructureaccording
to the Quad Infrastructure Coordination

Group.
- Currently, the IndePacific region
invests about $881 billion in

infrastructure ; howeverwhenChina's

investments are taken out of thle

equationthisamountdropsto just$195
billion.
Senior Cyber Quad Group: Cybercrime
cost theworld economy $1 trillion in
losses and damages in 2020.

Quad and India

T

India uses Quad as a forum to discu
regional security and economic matters

with other superpowers, in line with it$

goals for foreign policy.
India,aregionalpower,challenge<hina’s
hegemony in the Indian Ocearand seeks
security in the Inddracific.
India'sinvolvementin the Quadshowsboth

its importance as a major player in the

world economy and its dedication to
regional stability.

|IObstaclesand Reactions

AUKUS's Emergence: With the
announcement of theé\ustralia-UK-US
(AUKUS) Indo-Pacific alliance,there are
now concerns about th@uad becoming
"Quad -lite.”

informatior
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! While the Quad addresses more robust AlsoReadTopics& Concepts:

strategic elements, AUKUS concentrates
on global social issues such aspply
chain resilience, COVID-19
vaccinations, and climate change. Prelims Practice Questions
1 Free and Open IndePacific: To combat
threats in the Ind®acific, the Quad

https://www.cfr.org/in -brief/quad-indo-pacific-
what-know

Q. Consider the following statements regardipg

_ QUAD
emphasizes the need for "&ee, open
rules-based order" based on 1. One of the membersof QUAD is Indonesia.
international law. This focus is driven by 2. Its goal is to prevent any military or political
the South China Sea unilateral actions and influence from reaching the vital sea routes in the
tensions with China. Indo-Pacific region.

1 Connectivity and Infrastructure: Tokeep Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?
countries in the reglon. from begomlng a. lonly
"debt-trapped” by other initiatives like b. 2only
China's Belt and Road .Inltlatlve, the c. Both 1 an®
Quad seeks to provide transparent d. Neither1 nor2

infrastructure funding and cooperative
connectivity projects to them. Ans: b

1 Critical Technologies and Supply

Explanation
Chains: To collaborateon globalstandards
andinnovation,The Quadhasestablishea An informal strategic forunknownasthe
working group on critical and emerging "QuadrilateraSecurityDialogue”(QSD)is made
technologies Supply chains that are  up of the United States 8fnerica (USA), India,
resilient are essential. Australia,andJapan.Thegoal of the Quadis to
Conclusion andway forward preventany military or political influencefrom
1 Quad must keep changing and growing in  beingfelt alongthevital searoutesin the Indo-
scope. In the areas ofsustainable Pacificregion.Essentiallyjt is viewedasa
development, pandemic preparedness, calculatedallianceto lesserChinesedominance.
and climate change, cooperation is Securingaliberal tradingsystem freedomof
essential. navigation, and a ruldsased global order are the
1 Thefutureof Indo-Pacific diplomacy will maingoalsof the Quad.Thealliancealsohopego

also be greatly influenced by the Quad's Provide countries in the Inel@acific area with
capacity to develop stronger economic ties alternativedebtfinancingoptions.

and technological collaborations. Mains Model Questions

1 Notwithstanding its achievements, there Q. Discusstheimportanceof the QUAD alliance
hasbeendoubtaboutthe Quad's goalsand in the IndePacific area and consider how it may
efficacy. Theabsencef aformal charteror affect regional security, keeping in mind India's

strategic objectives and the shifting geopolitical
environment.

legally binding agreements among
member nations is a common point of

criticism. Key Demandof the question:

T Its position as gpillar of stability and To write about the QUAD alliance and its
peacewill need to be cemented over the significance.
course of the next ten years. Directive:
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Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyoumustdiscuson paperby goingoverthe

specifics of the issues at hand and carefully

considering each one of them. You have| to
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write about the QUAD grouping at the
beginning of the response.

Discuss about the importance of QUAD for
India's strategic interests and regional security.

Examinethemainissuesn QUAD in light of the
shifting geopolitical environment.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 19" June, 2024

Topic: Monsoonin India
Relevance:GSPaperli Geography

Source:IndianExpress

Where is the monsoon?

Context

1 Although thesouthwest monsoorarrived
early over Kerala and continued on until
Maharashtra, there was"heatwave" to

"severe heatwave" in North and
Northwest India.
About the monsoonin India
1 The Arabic word "mausim,” which

meaning season and marked kgeasonal

PRAGNYMASACADEN

reversal of wind direction, is thesourceof
the English word "monsoon."
The country's climate, agriculture, and
economyaresignificantly impacted by the
arrival and departure of the monsoon.
Monsoon Arrival/Onset

1 According to climate theory, the monsoo
normally begins odune 1and crosses the
Andaman Seaduring thethird week of
May before moving through Kerala an
onto the mainland.
Throughout the summer (June to
September), winds come from the
southwest. Over70% of India's yearly
rainfall falls there.
Monsoon rains begin when thiter -
Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ)
moves north.
A thermal low is encouraged to develo
over north and northwest India by thFL
monsoon trough.
The monsoon season is formally declar
by the IMD based on a number of factor
such as wind field, rainfall, an@utgoing
Longwave Radiation (OLR)readings.
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Monsoon Development

1 The monsoon begins oveferala and
moves northward, covering the whole
country in about a month and a half.

1 It then moves forward in bursts; generally,
it moves quickly all the way to central
India, afterwhichit slowsdown.By theend
of June, it typically reaches north Uttar
Pradesh, Delhiandsurrounding areas, and
by July 15, it hasspreado everypartof the
nation.

1 The monsoon's development is
continuously observed as it has significant
implicationsfor agriculture particularlythe
sowing of kharif (monsoon) crops.

MonsoonWithdrawal/Retreat

1 It signalsthe startof the dry winter season,
which follows therainy season.

1 By early September, the monsoon starts to
recedefrom the northwestregionsof India,
andby early October, it hasleft thenation
entirely.

1 The monsoon's withdrawal is not as
sudden as its arrival.

1 The monsoon continues to exist over the
southernand northeasternregionsof the
nationwell into October,indicatingamore
gradual process.

- " __mry e —y

" [ovance o Southwest Monsoon 2034 |

Examination

PRAGNYMASACADEN

1 While adelayedmonsoondoesnot always
imply below-average rainfall for the
duration of thefour-month season an
early or timely onset does not ensure gopd
rainfall or its distribution throughout the
nation.

1 Rainfall totals across the nation fralune
to Septemberare dependent on a number
of variables.

1 Theprimarycause®fthe"above normal”
rainfall are a positive phase of thedian
Ocean Dipole (IOD) and the sootto-
emergelLa Nina conditions, which are
known to favorably affect the Indiar
monsoon.

1 The rainfall for this season is predicted {o
be "above normal’ by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

1 It is anticipated to bd06% of the Long
Period Average of 880 mm, quantitatively,
based on data from 1971 to 2020.

DAILY MEAN RAINFALL (MM) OVER INDIA AS A WHOLE, 2024

RAINFALL STATUS AFTER ONSET
OF MORSOON (JURE 1 - 18)

ll

Monsoon Unpredictability

1 Significant variations in rainfall are
observed over time and space during the
monsoon. The causes are as follows:

1 The monsoon's onset, advancement, dnd
withdrawaldetermindts lengthandtiming
at various locations.

1 Where themonsoon trough is: In a 24
hour period, it canoscillate5° to the north
and 5° to the south

CUMULATIVE RAINFALL (MM)
OVER INDUA AS A WHOLE, 2024
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1 Strong monsoon conditionsare likely if
this trough is located south of its typical
location.

1 Break monsoon conditionsare noted if
this trough is to the north of its typical
location, if it reaches th&othills of the
Himalayas, or if it is not visible at all.

1 Rainfall is facilitated bysynoptic systems
such ascyclonic circulations, lows, and
depressions that travel along troughs.
Monsoon Periodicity: How Does It
Change Year to Year?

1 The interannual variability of the
monsoonis theyearto-yearvariationin the
rainfall during the monsoon over a long
period of time. EI Nino Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) andotherglobalocean

atmospheric phenomena are major factors

controlling the monsoon's periodicity.

1 Thelndian Ocean Dipole (IOD) and the
El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) are
the primary factors influencing the
interannual variation of the south west
monsoon. The Pacific Decadal
Oscillations (PDO) and North Atlantic
Oscillations (NAO) are additional
contributing factors.

-

10D (Indian Ocean Dipole)

* Positive phase * Negative phase
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Also Read Topics & Concepts:

https://lwww.weather.gov/mhx/ensowhat#:.~:text
=The%20EI1%20Ni%C3%B10%2DSouthern%
200scillation,and%20eastern%20tropical%20
Pacific%c200cean

Prelims Practice Questions
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Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegardingel
Nino

1. El Nifiois linked to arobustmonsoon
circulation in the case of India.

2. Duringthemonsoorseasonl.a Ninabrings
heavy rainfall.

3. EI Nino acceleratethephenomenonf global
warming and fuels climate change.

Which of theabovestatementarecorrect?

1 only
2and3
land2
1,2,3

a0 o

Ans: b
Explanation

El Nifio has been linked to a weakening of the
monsaoorcirculationin India, which hasresultedn
less rainfall during the monsoon season.
Good rainfall is brought about by La Nina during
the monsoon season. El Nino accelerates the
phenomenowof globalwarmingandplaysarolein
climate change.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Air pollution can worsen due to changes
climate patterns such as the Indian Ocean Dipple
and El NineSouthern OscillationExamine.

Key Demandof the question:
Todiscusgheconnection®etweerair pollution,
the Indian Ocean Dipole, and EI NiSouthern
Oscillation as climate patterns.

Directive:

Examine:Whengiventhetaskof "Examine,"we
are expected to thoroughly research the topjc
(content words), examine it, investigate it, and
determine the important details and problems
surrounding it. We should discuss the
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implications of these facts and issues as well as worldwide common and as such, it hgs
why they are significant while doing this. shared sovereignty.

Structure of the answer: 1 The economy, social cohesivenesy,
Introduction: political decision-making, and national
Give somebackgroundirst. defensecapabilities of a nation can all be
Body: negatively impacted by hostile acts in
Write about the connections between climate cyberspace.

patterns such as the Indian Ocean Dipole, El ! The National Security fabric must be
Nino-SoutherrOscillation,andair pollutionin integrated with Cyberspace operations |in
the first section. orderto evolvethe"Ends," "Ways," and
Write abouttheeffectsof theaforementioneds "Means" to gain an advantage and shape
well as the steps required to overcome it after eventsn all otheroperationaknvironments
that. and across all instruments of power.
Conclusion: Y As modern warfare has evolved and
Concludewith away forward. cyberspace has become an essential
Article: 19" June, 2024 battleground, India has been actively

working to strengthen its cyber defenge

Topic: Joint  Doctrine for  Cyberspace it
Operations capabilities.

7 Types of Cyberwarfare Attacks
Relevance:GSPaper31 Defence

Source:PIB ® @@ ® ¢ W€ & @

Initiatives

1 Joint Doctrine: It is a foundational work
that will help commanders navigate the
complicated military operating
environment of today while conducting
cyberspace operations.

1 CERT-In, or the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team: The
“Indian Cyber Crime Coordination

Context Centre" (14C) was established by the
Ministry of Home Affairs to address al
1 During the Chiefs of Staff Committee forms of cybercrime in the nation in ap
(COSC) meeting, theChief of Defense organized and thorough manner.
Staff announced theJoint Doctrine for

Cyberspace Operations. B VERTICALS OF 14C
Cyberspacein the Military Industry N\
1 Cyberspace has become \tal and
difficult domain in modern warfare, in
addition to the conventionalomains of

NCTAY WCTC  neesic JCCT NCEMUY

95000 B

Land, Sea, and Air. f To improve the armed forces' capacity {o
1 In contrast to borders found in thend, fend off cyberattacks and to coordinaje
sea,and air domains, cyberspaceis a cybersecurity efforts among them, the
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Defence Cyber
founded.

The Cyber Surakshit Bharat (CSB)
initiative was started by th&linistry of
Electronics and Information Technology
programmaen public-private partnershigo
educate & enable th€hief Information
Security Officers (CISOs) & broader IT
community in Central/State
Governments, Banks, PSUs and
Government organizationsto address the
challenges of cyber security.

;:.;.‘;;::‘... I

Cyber Surakshit
Bharat Programme

Building Capacities towards
Cyher Rasihance

Agency (DCA) was

i

Salient Features of Cybar
Surakshil Bharat Programme

Provading i depth knos xdge about
ISNES and s staretands

andd Network Seounty Policy

Mo and moee Sganssations ane JormasEng
Cyoer Cress Mamagomert Plas & masng ther
oogan lations IS0 27001 corrplam

1 India has made investments in its own
cybersecurity technology research and
developmentin order tolessen its reliance
on foreign resources.

Challenges
1 Cyberthreatghataffectindiaaremanyand

include phishing attempts, advanced
malware, and attempts at
cyberespionagewith the goal of obtaining
classified military data.

Defense systems are easy targets for
enemies lookingo compromise national
security because of their
interconnectedness and reliance on digital
technologies.

The defense industry faces obstacldie
quickening technological advancements,
changing cyberthreats, and kack of
qualified cybersecurity specialistsdespite
efforts to strengthen cybersecurity.

Conclusion andWay Forward

T

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/C
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The defense industry in India is well
positioned to takeadvantage of cutting
edgeinnovationsin artificial intelligence,

gquantum computing, and secure
communication networks to improve
operational efficacy and situationg|
awareness.

India can fortify its defenses and
guaranteea safeand resilient cyberspace
environment for national security by
embracing innovation and taking @&

proactive approach to cybersecurity.

It is evident that investing inhighly
qualified personnel, cuttingedge
technology, and strong policy
frameworks will be essential to ensuring
national security in the digital era as Ind

continues to negotiate the complexity of

cyberwarfare.

The Indian Armed Forces are actively
pursuing the development of
doctrines, which is a crucial component
jointness and integration.

vber-Surakshit-Bharat-Brochure.pdf

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considerthe following statementsegarding
Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative

1. The goal of the Cyber Surakshit Bharat
initiative was to raise awareness of cybercrime
and strengthen the skills of frontline IT officials
andchiefinformationsecurityofficers (CISOs)in
all government departments.

joint

a

f

2. TheMinistry of ElectronicsandIinformation
Technology (MeitY) introduced it in 2015.

Which of theabovestatementareincorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and2
Neitherl nor2

aoop
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Ans: b

Explanation

The goal of the Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative
raise awareness of cybercrime and

was to
strengthen the skills of frontline IT officials and
chief information security officers (CISOs) in all

government departments.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) introduced it in 2018.

The government and industry consortium's {first
ever collaboration using the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model is the CISO training.
Mains Model Questions

Q."We needo paycloseattentionto cybersecurity
in digital India." Discussaboutthe difficulties in
maintaining cyber security and make
recommendations for how to boost cyber
knowledgein India.

Key Demandof the question:

To write aboutthecybersecurityin digital India.
Directive:

Discuss- This is a comprehensive instructipn
thatyoumustdiscuson paperby goingoverthe
specifics of the issues at hand and carefully
considering each one of them. You have| to
provideargumentdor andagainstachposition.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Beginwith thecontext.

Body:

Write about the importance of cyber security
themodernera,particularlyin light of thefocus
on "Digital India."

Discussaboutthedifficulties Indiafaceswith
cybersecurity.

Provideideason howto improvelndia'scyber
capabilities to meet these kinds of obstacles.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 19" June, 2024

n

Topic: Time for a Censuscomewhat may

Relevance:GS Paper: 2 Polity
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Source: TheHindu

Time for a Census, come what may e«

°

Context

Why hastherebeensuch dong delayfor the2021
Census? tenableexplanatiors thatthe Censuss
being delayed by th&haratiya Janata Party
(BJP) in order to accelerate th&lelimitation”
processaheadftheLok Sabhaelectionsin 2029.
84th Constitutional Amendment:

1 Delimitation Based on CensusThe 84th
Amendment mandates that the followin
delimitationprocesdebasedn theresults
of thefirst censugthat is carried out after
2026.

1 Timing of Delimitation: Delimitation
would not take place until
following census in th€030s if it takes
place before 2026.

1 Effect on State RepresentationThe goal
of delimitationis to maintain comparable
population sizesthroughoutconstituencies
andto rebalancehesharef variousstates
in Lok Sabha seats according to the
population shares.

1 Change in Seat Balancelt is anticipated
that the upcoming delimitation wifiavor

northern states whose populations have

grownmorequickly since1973,possiblyat
the expense of southern states.

after the

174
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Wibutiibons 106th Amendment Act 2023

1 First delimitation 1 Third Delimitation comenisaion based on 1071
commission bused on #Us headut by Justice J L Kapur
us 1951 data hencded 2 Increased the seats of the Lok Sabha from 8§22
by Justice N to 543 and assemly seats fro

o T 3771 %0 3997
Chandrasakhara Ayar 1 42nd amendment Act 1976 fraze ary furt

2 Fawodd the Lok Sabha Soat Jatlm on of constituencies

prane

1953 Fee{ 1063 p-----=- 4 1973 pomeonee « 2002

1 There were no defimitation exercises
after 1961 and 1981 censas
2 Fourth Delimitation commission na

L Second Delimitation tased on the 2001 censes data headed

commission tased on 8ice Kiderp Sing!

) Therw wan only reacjustmaent of
boundaries and no Increase in seats of
L Sabha anc state legaistive
assemblies
4 BAh amandment 2002 froze any
"ire ats Dl 202¢

Concerning the 106th Amendment

 Women's Reserve: This amendment,
which was passed in September 2023,
allots onethird of the seats in the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies to women

1 Implementation: Thereservatiorwill take
effect"aftertherelevantfiguresfor thefirst
census taken after [2023] have been
published and after an exercise of
delimitationis undertakerior this purpose."

f Women's Reservation Could Be
Implemented  Through Its  Own
Delimitation Process: The word "for this
purpose" implies that women's reservation
could be implemented through a
delimitationprocesglistinctfrom themore
generaldelimitation required by the 84th
Amendment.

1 Interpretation: This  permits the
possibility of starting the women's
reservation without waiting for the more
extensive delimitation exercisebased on
an early census.

Overall Consequences
Effect on the Statesin the South:

M Seat Redistribution. More Lok Sabha

Women's Reservation:
1 Establishment Delay: The  106th

Welfare and Entitlements:
1 RevisedData Requirements: Censuslata

PRAGNYMASACADEN

Amendment

Amended article 239AA
Insertion of articles 330A, 332A, 334A

Objective
To reserve 1/3rd of the seats in the Lok
Sabho(330A), state legislative assemblies(332A)
and Delhi Legislative Assembly(239AA) for women

for a period for 15 years after coming
effect.(334A)

seats are anticipated to be moved |[to
northern states withfaster population
growth as a result of delimitation
possibly lowering the representation of
southern states.
Political Backlash: Losing representation
may cause Southern states to react
negatively, which could exacerbate
regional tensions and fuel oppositiorto
the BJP there.

amendment, which requires @ne-third
reservation for womenin the Lok Sabha
and State Assembliesmighttakelongerto
take effect if the census is postponed.
Separate Delimitation: Women's
reservatiorcould beimplementedy means
of adifferentdelimitationprocesghatis not
connected to the broader delimitatign
mandated by the 84th Amendment.

areessentiafor putting welfare plansinto
action and guaranteeing that resources
are distributed in accordance with the
most current population estimates.

Effect on Recipients: Postponing the
census prevents millions of individuals
from receiving updated benefits such as
food rations under theNational Food
Security Act, which hinderstheir ability to
obtain basic services.
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The Way Forward

1 Completing the Census on Time: Make
surethe 2021Censusis carriedoutontime
in order to supply reliable data for welfare
programs and equitable distribution of
resources, which will help millions of
citizens who depend on current population
estimates for vital services.

1 Implement women'sreservationthrough
a separate delimitation exercise as
permitted by thelO6th Amendment This
will allow the reservation to go into effect
immediately rather than having to wait for
the more comprehensive delimitation
required by the 84" amendment.

Also ReadTopics& Concepts:

https://m.thewire.in/article/caste/why-caste
censusthe-answerlies-in-wealth-disparities-
quality -of-neighbourhoods

Prelims Practice Questions

Q. Considetthefollowing statementsegarding
Caste Census

1. It entails adding a tabulation of India's
populationaccordingo casteto theCensus
process.

2.0nly the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribeshavebeencountedandpublishedn caste
data by India up to this point

Which of theabovestatementsrecorrect?

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and?
d. Neitherl nor?2

oo

Ans: c
Explanation

A caste census is an exercise in which the
populationof Indiais tabulatedaccordingto caste.
Indiahasonly countedandpublishedcastedatafor

the ScheduledCastesand Scheduled ribesup until

this point, from 1951 to 2011.

Mains Model Questions

Q. Postponeaensuslataincreasesequalityand
impedes the development of sustainable
developmentAnalyse.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the advantages of gather
census data and the effects of postponing
census.

Directive:

Analyze: When asked to analyze, you m

providea summaryof each carefullyexamining
the topic's structure or nature.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by providing the Indian census's
background.

Body:

Write about the benefits of the census in the
first section. It is important to plan for the
provision of jobs, health care, education, and
otherserviceslt is alsousefulin thediscussion
of reservation policies and specific programs
aimed at reducing poverty.

Next, talk about the drawbacks of not
conducting a census, such as ineffective
resource distribution, antiquated laws, poor
urban planning, ignoring populations that are
moresusceptiblecompromisingpublic health
and emergency response times, etc.
Conclusion:

Concludewith away forward.

Article: 19" June, 2024

Topic: World falling behind on environment,
health, and hunger goals: UN report

Relevance:GSPaper31 Environment

dissect the topic into its constituent parts and

ing
the

ugt
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